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Anna Eremeeva

INVESTIGATIONS OF THE SITE OF
THE ANCIENT TOWN OF KALOS LIMEN.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
2019 AND EXCAVATIONS OF 2021-2022

Kalos Limen (“Beautiful Harbor””) was the name of the small ancient town
founded by Greek colonists on the shores of northwestern Crimea in the
first quarter of the 4 century BC.! The ancient town is located on the
rocky shore of Uzkaja Bay, protruding westward into Karkinitsky Bay
of the Black Sea. The necropolis of Kalos Limen is traditionally divided
into three groups of mounds, the largest of which is located to the east
and southeast of the town. The second group, lost to science as a result
of the residential development of the 1970s, was located on a cape south
of Beautiful Harbor. The third mound group follows the watershed to the
north of the town and ends with a rocky outcrop facing Uzkaya Bay.?

Starting at the end of the third quarter of the 4t century BC, Kalos Limen
was part of a powerful state centered in the ancient city of Chersonesos.
Its territory covered the lands along the western and northwestern Crimean
coast of the Black Sea.? As a result of the intensification of the Scythian
military onslaught in the middle of the 2"d century BC, Beautiful Harbor,
despite its strategic importance, was surrendered to enemies, along with
many other settlements in the Chersonesos chora. From that moment on,
with the exception of a short period (from the last decade of the 27 century
BC to the first half of the 15t century AD) of the town’s recapture by the
Chersonesians with the military support of Pontic king Mithridates VI
Eupator, a late Scythian settlement arose here that existed until the end of
the first half of the 2" century AD.*

I Smekalova—Kutajsov 2017 [T. H. Cmekaiosa, B. A. Kyraiicos, “Marepuais
K apxeonorumdeckoi kapre KpeiMma”, in: Apxeonoeuueckue amaacet Cegepnozo
Ipuyepnomopws, Buin. XVIII, m. 2], 248-249; Uzhentsev 2006 [B. b. Yxenues,
Onnunvt u sapsapei Ipexpacthoii 'asanu (Kanoc Jlumen 6 IV 6. 0o 1. 5. — 11 6. 1. 3.)], 4.

2 Smekalova—Kutajsov 2017, 248-256.

3 Shcheglov 1976a [A. H. Ilernos, [Tonuc u xopa), 14-26.

4 Uzhentsev 2006, 19-35.



Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen 9

The history of the investigations of the site of the ancient town of
Kalos Limen, its necropolis, and the surrounding area spans more than
a century and a half,> albeit with interruptions. Despite the undeniable
merits of many researchers in the study of these archaeological sites,® the
scope for further research remains enormous.

In the 2019 season, the State Hermitage expedition began archaeo-
logical research on the territory of the ancient town of Kalos Limen, as
well as in the adjacent territory where the nearby chora and necropolis
of Beautiful Harbor are located. Extensive surveys were carried out: an
aerial photographic survey by means of a drone (Fig. 1), a 3D model,
and an orthophotomap (Fig. 2) were compiled, on the basis of which
a new topographic plan of the area was constructed. Together with
visual surveys involving the collection of surface finds and a description

5 Shmakov 1844 [A. U. llImakos, “TlupaMuaku U3 [JIMHBI, HAfiICHHBIC IPU
Axmeuetckolt Oyxrte”, in: 3amemxu Odecckoeo obwecmsa Ucmopuu u /[pesnocmul],
633-635; Shul’ts 1941 [II. H. Ilynen, “EBmaropuiickuii paion”, in: Apxeo-
noeuueckue uccrnedosanuss 6 PCOCP. 1934-1936 ce.], 265-277; Grinevich 1949
[K. 3. I'puneBny, “T'opomumie IIpekpacHas ['aBaHp B cBeTe HOBEWIIMX JaHHBIX ,
BIIH], 156—-162; Nalivkina 1957 [M. A. Hanukuna, “Packonku KepxkuHUTHIBI
n Kanoc Jlumena 1948-1952”, in: Hcmopus u apxeonozusi opesneco Kpwvimal,
264-281; Bernhard 1961, 3—10; Shcheglov 1967 [A. H. Illernos, “HccnenoBanue
cenbckoit okpyru Kanoc Jlumena”, Cogemckas apxeonozus], 234-256; Shcheglov
1976b [A. H. llernos, “XKwunoit mom smmaACcTHYecKoro Kanoc-Jlumena”, in: Xy-
000IceCmBen as Kynbmypa u apxeonocust anmuynozo mupa), 232-238; Uzhentsev
2006; Kutajsov 2011 [B. A. KyraiicoB, Kypeanuwiii nexponoas Kanoc Jlumenal,
Smekalova 2015 [T. H. Cmekanosa, “Ycaarba B Oyxte Berpenoii”, in: Aumuu-
Hble namamuuku Tapxankyma: AnebOom-Kamanoz My3euHbIX OIKCHOHAMO8 U3
¢onoos I'BYPK HAM3 “Kanoc Jlumen”], 141-142; Denisenko—Lantsov 2017
[[O. A. Hdenucenko, C. b. Jlannos, “KpaTtkuii 0030p MOIEBOTO apXeoI0rHIeCKOro
n3y4eHHs TeppuUTOpuu TapXaHKyTCKOTro MOJIYyOCTPOBA B 'PaHULAX COBPEMEHHOTO
Yepromopckoro pationa Pecyomuku Kpemvm™, in: Apxeonozusa Cesepo-3anadnozo
Kpvima. Mamepuanwr 111 Mexxcoynapoornou nayuno-npaxmuueckou KoHgepenyuu,
nocesuennou 20-nemuio cozoanus sanoeeonuxa “‘Kanoc Jlumen” u 30-nemuro
omkpuimui YepHomopckozo ucmopuxo-kpaegeoueckozo myses], 66—79; Kutajsov—
Smekalova 2017 [B. A. Kyraticos, T. H. CmexanoBa, “AHTHuYHas ycansba y cTeH
Kanoc Jlumena”, in: Apxeonoeus Cesepo-3anaonozo Kpvima. Mamepuanet 111 Meicoy-
HAapOOHOU HAYYHO-NPAKMUYECKOU KOHpeperyuu, nocesaujenrot 20-1emuto co30anust
sanoseonuxa “Kanoc Jlumen” u 30-nemuto omxpuimuii Yepnomopcko2o ucmopuxo-
Kpaesedueckoeo myses], 92—101, and others.

¢ 1 would especially like to note the contribution of the prematurely deceased,
well-known Crimean archaeologist V. A. Kutaisov and his student and colleague
V. B. Uzhentsev.
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Fig. 1. Aerial photographic survey by means of a drone. Kalos Limen,
2019.
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Fig. 2. Fragment of the orthophoto map of Kalos Limen.



Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen 11

of the current state of the town, necropolis, and chora, this formed the
basis for planning measures to ensure the preservation of archaeological
sites. Determining the boundaries of the cultural layers of the ancient
town of Kalos Limen as a result of comprehensive research, clarifying
the boundaries of old excavations for drawing up a general plan, and
mapping the mounds in the necropolis are important results of the season
that contribute to solving a number of scientific and rescue tasks. In
addition, a number of remarkable finds were made dating back to the
4th century BC — 27 century AD (Fig. 3), as well as to the period of the
Great Patriotic War.

Fig. 3. Fragmented pot with a repair in the form of a lead bracket
in place of the broken handle, from the 2n century BC to
the 2 century AD (no. KL-2019.34-1).

Based on the results of the surveys described above, which showed
the scientific promise of the site, a new excavation with a total area of
100 square meters was laid out in 2021 in the south of Kalos Limen. The
main aim of the work was to conduct excavations in a barely studied part
of the ancient town — directly in its residential sector, near the defensive
line. Undoubtedly, the discovery of a large multi-component residential
complex that existed with traceable alterations from the first quarter of the
4t century BC to the first third of the 3 century BC can be considered
a great success (Fig. 4). In 2022, the excavation of the complex was
continued from the west, on an extension of 50 square meters.
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Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen 13

1. Structures of the First to Early Third Quarter of
the 4t Century BC (Stratigraphic Horizon A7)

The earliest period in which the residential complex functioned was dis-
covered in the southwest of square no. 2 (Fig. 4). Here, we traced ma-
sonry no. 4 and the first construction horizon of masonry no. 6 form the
southeastern corner of room no. 1 and the northeastern corner of room
no. 3 at the first stage that we traced of their construction. Also, it is quite
possible that the fragmented masonry no. 10 and no. 11 in the southeast of
square no. 6 can be attributed to this period. None of the listed walls have
been fully explored; in part, they lie deeper than the level opened in the
2021-2022 seasons.

It is worth noting some finds from the upper layers of the ash dump (in
the east of the excavation), which was probably formed as a result of the
destruction of the complex after the first stage of its existence. Discovered
there were some remarkable finds from the 4th century BC: three fragments
of vessels with stamped ornament and graffiti (Fig. 5. 1-3).

2. Structures of the End of the Third Quarter of
the 4h Century BC to the First Third of the 37 Century BC
(Stratigraphic Horizons B1-38)

Room no. 1 (Fig. 4) within the large residential complex was rebuilt at the
end of the third quarter of the 4" century BC and existed with alterations
until the first third of the 3% century BC. The southeastern corner of the
room under consideration has not been preserved. The room’s area is
5.2 square meters. The room is bounded on the north by masonry no. 2,
separating it from the courtyard. The threshold of the doorway leading to the
courtyard has been preserved. Masonry no. 2 continues beyond the borders
of room no. 1 to the west and east. The section of masonry no. 2 from the
northeastern corner of room no. 1 to drain no. 1, which ends the wall from
the east, can be considered as belonging to the next construction period.
Only the northern part remains of room no. 3 to the south of room
no. 1. To the west of room no. 1 was room no. 2 (Fig. 4). On the north,
the room was separated from the courtyard by wall no. 2 with a revealed
threshold. In the northwestern part of the room, two ovens were discovered.
The ovens are oriented at right angles to each other. Unfortunately, the

7 Uzhentsev 2006, 21-23.
8 Ugzhentsev 2006, 23-27.
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/ Fig. 5. Fragments of vessels with
graffiti from the 4 century BC:
N | 1 — indecipherable signs (no. KL-2021.34-
da 2); 2 — B(- -) (no. KL-2021.34-4); 3 — [- -]
- | ai(- -) (no. KL-2021.60-6); 4 — Hp(- -)

- t (no. KL-2021.40-3).

southwestern corner of the room has not been preserved due to a modern
trench on square no. 6. There is also an assumption that the southwestern
corner of the room did not exist and that the ovens could be approached
from the outside. The total open area of the room is 7.8 square meters.
There the Chersonesos fabricant stamp XE (Fig. 6. 1) was found in the
destruction layer inside room no. 2 above pavement no. 3, which covered
the floor. A similar stamp was found in combination with the names of the
astynomos Aeschines® and Choreios,!? belonging to group I-B according

9 Brashinsky1980 [W. b. Bpaumnckuii, I peueckuil kepamuieckuti umMnopm na
Huoicnem Jlony ¢ 5-3 66. 0o 1. 2.], no. 760.

10 Monakhov 1999 [C. ¥O. Monaxos, I peueckue amghopul ¢ Ilpuueprnomopoe:
Komnexcwl kepamuyeckou mapel VII-II 68. 0o H. 3.], 489.
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to the classification of V. I. Katz, and dates back to 304-295 BC.!! As we
shall see, the date coincides with the period of use of the latest stamp from
the backfill of pit no. 2/2021.

The residential complex with pavement no. 1 (Fig. 4) had a courtyard,
north of wall no. 2. The courtyard area was discovered to have an area
of about 16.5 square meters. The pavement is covered with masonry
no. 8 of the late Scythian period and is damaged in its western part. Pit
no. 2/2021 is lower than the level of pavement no. 1, reaches a depth
of 1.93 m, and is pear-shaped in cross-section. Numerous finds were
discovered in the context, including the bones of a young wild boar. Of
particular note are the finds of stamped material: a fragment of a handle
of an amphora with an unclear stamp (Fig. 6. 3), a fragment of a handle
of a Chersonesos amphora (Fig. 6. 2) with a broken stamp, presumably of
the astynomos Philippos,!? which belongs to group I-B according to the
classification of V. I. Katz — 304-295 BC,'? and a fragment of the neck
and handle of a Chersonesos amphora (Fig. 6. 4) with the stamp of the
astynomos Telamon,!* belonging to group 1-B according to V. 1. Katz —
316-305 BC.15

In the northwestern part of square no. 1, pavement no. 2 was identi-
fied. It has been partially preserved over an area of 2.8 square meters.
Probably its construction belongs to the same period as pavement no. 1.
Pavement no. 2 was dismantled due to its fragmentary preservation
and to enable the subsequent study of the underlying ash layers. When
removing the pavement, a Chersonesos coin was found. On its obverse on
the right is a quadriga; a woman with a torch stands in the chariot. On the
reverse: a naked kneeling warrior with a shield and a spear to the left. This
numismatic find dates back to 350-330 BC.1¢

Structure no. 1/2021 is a dugout, or, more likely, a utility reservoir
(Fig. 4). The presence of drain no. 1 above this reservoir and emptying
directly into it, testifies in favor of the latter version. The complex was

11 Katz 2007 [B. U. Kam, “T'peueckue kepaMuieckue KieiiMa SIOXH KIIACCUKU
1 3JUTMHH3MA (OTIBIT KOMIUIEKCHOTO M3y4deHus)”, in: bocnopckue uccredosanus),
442. Appendix X.

12 Monakhov 1999, Tab. 216. 2.

13 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

14 Katz 1994 [B. U. Kau, Kepamuueckue xneima Xepconeca Taspuueckozo.
Kamanoe-onpeoenumens], Tab. XCVII no. 1-118.1-3.

15 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

16- Anokhin 1977 [B. A. Auoxun, Monemnoe deno Xepcoueca, IV 6. 00 H. 3. —
XII u. 5.], 136 no. 35, 36.


https://www.twirpx.com/file/2211826/
https://www.twirpx.com/file/2211826/
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Fig. 6. Finds from the excavations of the Hellenistic complex. Stamps:
1 — Zte(- -) retrograde, 304—295 BC (no. KL-2021.75-16); 2 — ®1[- -], 304—
295 BC (no. KL-2021.56-14); 3 — indecipherable stamp (no. KL-2021.56-
13); 4 —Tel[opdvog] | do[tuvopov], 316305 BC (no. KL-2021.56-141);
5 —[- -]vog | dotuvopov (no. KL-2021.23-9). 6 — fragment of glass vessel,
from the turn of the 4t to the 3 century BC (no. KL-2021.65-1).
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explored in the south of squares 1 and 2 and goes into the southern side
of the excavation. The diameter of the round pit is 7.11 m, and the depth
reaches 0.85 m. The difference in altitude in the relief before the start of
work in this place reached 1.08 m. The extensive depression was actively
used as a garbage dump, starting from the late Scythian period of the
existence of Kalos Limen and ending in the present day. One of the most
memorable finds of the season, originating from the mixed layers of this
complex, can be called a fragment of a glass vessel (Fig. 6. 6) from the turn
of the 4th—3rd centuries BC,!7 a rare import from the Eastern Mediterranean
or Italy in this region.

The bottom of the complex was covered with brown loam with the
inclusion of ceramic material from the 4% century BC. Apparently, this
layer was the only one formed as a result of the direct use of the reservoir.
Among other finds, a handle of a Chersonesos amphora was found here
with a broken stamp (Fig. 6. 5), presumably belonging to the astynomos
Pasion'® of group I-B, according to the classification of V. I. Katz —
316-305 BC." In addition, worth noting is the find of a fragment of
a kantharos? from the second half of the 4% century BC with graffito FPat
the upper attachment of the handle (Fig. 5. 4).

In conclusion, three seasons of work by the State Hermitage expedition
at Kalos Limen have achieved significant scientific results. Extensive
archaeological surveys and excavations were carried out, uncovering
a Hellenistic residential complex. The discovered constructions from
the residential structure are as follows: three living rooms, two ovens,
a courtyard with stone pavement and a pit, a stone pavement, two building
masonries that separated the courtyard from the other constructions, and
half of a dugout, or most probably, a reservoir for household needs.

Anna Eremeeva
State Hermitage Museum (2013-2023);
Montenegro (2024)

a.eremeeva2014@yandex.ru

17 Zhizhina—Khodza 2010 [H. K. Xwxkuna, E. H. Xoxa3a (pex.), Cmexasnnas
Geepus. Anmuunoe cmexno 6 Ipmumadsice. Kamanoe evicmasxu], 42 no. 7.

18 Katz 1994. Table XXXIX. no. 1-93.5-8.

19 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

20 Sparkes—Talcott 1970, 287 P1. 29 Cat. 712.
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In 2019, the archaeological mission of the State Hermitage Museum carried out an
extensive archaeological survey on the site of the ancient town of Kalos Limen and
on its necropolis and chora. As a result of the survey, excavations were conducted at
Kalos Limen during the seasons of 2021-2022. These excavations led to the
discovery of a large residential complex, which existed with some modifications
from the early 4% century BC to the first third of the 3 century BC. The residential
structure was destroyed in the first third of the 3t century BC, which should be
associated with the nomads’ attack at the chora of Chersonesos. The ruins of the
residential structure apparently have never been restored. Partly it was turned into
a dump in antiquity.

B 2019 rony cuinamu sxcrienuumu ['ocyaapcTBeHHOro DpMuTaxa ObLIH MPOBEICHBI
MaciTaOHbIe apXeoJIorniecKie pa3seaku Ha ropoauiie Kaxoc JInmen, a taxoke ero
Hekponone n Onusneskanield xope. [lo pesymsraram pasBenok, B ce3onax 2021-
2022 rr. Ha ropoxute Kanoc JlmMeH mpon3BeneHbl pacKONKH, Pe3yIbTaToM KOTO-
PBIX CTaJo0 OOHAapyXEHHE KPYIHOIO >XHMJIOTO KOMIUIEKCA, HMPOCYIIECTBOBABIIEIO
C HEKOTOPBIMU IEpECTPONKaMU C NepBoi 4eTBepTy IV B. 10 H. 3. 10 NEpBOH TpETH
I B. 10 H. 3. DIIMHUCTUYECKHUHN JKUII0H KOMIUTEKC, CY/Is 110 KIIeHMeHOMY aM(OpHOMY
Marepuaiy, norubdaet B mepBoit Tpetu III B. 710 H. 3., UTO CBA3aHO ¢ HANIAJCHUEM HO-
MaJIoB Ha Xopy XepcoHeca TaBpuueckoro. PyHHBI )KHAI0Tr0 KOMITIEKCa, HO-BHIUMO-
MY, He OBUTH BOCCTaHOBJICHBI, 4aCTh €r0 IPEBPATHIIACh B CBAJIKY €IIE B IPEBHOCTH.
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The creation of the Historical and Archaeological Park on the territory
of the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos demanded conducting
large-scale archaeological studies. The excavations were conducted
from 2021 to 2023 by the joined archaeological expedition of the
IHMC RAS with the participation of the State Hermitage, the State
Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”, the Institute of Archaeology of
Crimea RAS, the Sevastopol State University, and the private joint stock
company “Nasledie Kubani”.! According to the records, the total area of
the archaeological heritage site “Southern Suburb of the Ancient Town
of Tauric Chersonesos” was 139444 m?2. By the end of 2023 85797 m?
were fully explored (Fig. 1).

The territory where archaeological studies were conducted in 2021 is
adjacent to the areas of Chersonesos necropolis and ancient household
development near the defensive walls of the city site studied at various
times. The first excavations of southern Chersonesos necropolis were
conducted by K. K. Kostsyushko-Valyuzhinich as early as 1891-1895.2

Today, the development dynamics of this territory are represented as
follows.

* This study was completed within the scope of the program of the Fundamen-
tal Scientific Studies of the State Academy of Sciences, state assignment topic
No. FMZF-2022-0013, “Improving the methodology of conducting security and
rescue archaeological activities and the introduction of digital technologies into
archaeology”.

I Solovyovaetal. 2021 [H. ®@. Conosesa, B. JI. Msi, C. JI. ConoBses, “HOxHbIi
npuropoz Xepconeca TaBprueckoro (MpeaBapUTEIbHBIC HTOTH apXEOIOIMISCKUX
packoniok B 2021 1.)”, Bronnemens Hucmumyma ucmopuu MamepuanibHOoU Kyibmypbl
PAH (Oxpannas apxeonocus)], 183—188; Solovyova et al. 2022 [H. @. ConoBneBa,
C. JI. Conosses, B. JI. Msi, “Kparkue pe3ynsTaTel paCKOINOK B I03KHOM IIPUTOPOJIE
Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro B 2022 r.”’, broninemens Uncmumyma ucmopuu mame-
puanvrou kyremypvt PAH (Oxpannas apxeonocus)], 161-169.

2 OAK 1893 [Omuemwr Hmnepamopckoii Apxeonoeuueckoti Komuccuu 3a

1893 200], 14; 15; OAK 1894, 19; 20.
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Fig. 1. The Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersone
the excavations. View from the south.
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The intensive development of the suburban territory began in the
Classical Age. It was mostly linked to the agricultural and craft activity
of the first Chersonesos residents, as evidenced by the unearthed remains
of the rural buildings with wells and ceramic kilns. As recently as the first
half of the fourth century BC, the territory in front of the city gates was
granted a special status. The sacred area with a heroon, a temple in antis,
an altar, rooms for sacraments, pilgrims and priests, a paved stone yard
for processions, and a sacred spring (nymphaeum) were established there.

Among the most important objects is the heroon, the unique site of
the burial architecture of 400—350 BC in the Northern Black Sea Coastal
Region (Fig. 2). The heroon was a monumental building. Its lower closed
part sheltered a sarcophagus with the remains of a hero, probably one
of the Chersonesos archegets.> The outside was decorated with a relief
frieze carved with scenes of an Amazonomachy. The ground adjacent to
it was used as an open colonnade and, possibly, the place for the hero’s
statue.

3 Malkin 1987, 204-240; Antonaccio 1995, 245-268; Lane 2009, 248-254;
Herda 2013, 67—-122.
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Fig. 2. The heroon. 4" century BC. View from the northwest.

One of the fragments of the relief frieze with an Amazonomachy
scene (Fig. 3) turned out to be one of the most important finds from the
territory of the heroon. The iconography of the scene matches the details
of the known examples from the mid-fourth century BC. The relief is not
high. The “heroic diagonal” is clearly read in its composition. It is the
main artistic technique of Scopas used in the reliefs of the Mausoleum
of Halicarnassus depicting battles between Amazons and Greeks. Such
friezes with battle scenes and Amazons decorated the monumental
sanctuaries of Lycia and Caria. These exemplars spread their influence
all over Anatolia, Greece, Italy, and other regions in “minor forms”
at sites with a burial context. Furthermore, similar to the architectural
reliefs from Tarentum and Athens, the Chersonesos frieze decorated
the high podium of a small temple built at the gravesite of the deified
deceased person.*

Of particular interest is a big fragment of the red-figure pelike of the
mid-fourth century BC with the depiction of a winged Nike on a quadriga
found during the excavations of the heroon (Fig. 4).

4 Solovyev 2022 [C. JI. ConoBeeB (pen.), Coxposuwa FOxicnozo npueopoda
Xepconeca Taspuuecxozo. Kamanoe gvicmasxu], 31.
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Fig. 3. The marble frieze with the Amazonomachy scene. Fragment.
From the middle of the 4t century BC.

Fig. 4. The red-figure pelike with the depiction of a winged goddess
Nike on a quadriga. Fragment. Attica. From the middle of
the 4t century BC.
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One of the earliest Chersonesos religious buildings, the temple in
antis of the first half of the fourth century BC, has been discovered near
the heroon. This temple served as a sanctuary and a place for hero
worship, possibly of one of the Chersonesos archegets (Fig. 5). It was
built in the Doric order with a four-column portico, a pronaos and a naos
for installation of the statue of a deity, and a place for sacraments.> The
remains of a big temenos, including a large, paved yard and a multiroom
building for priests, sacraments, pilgrims and holding cvcocitwo, have
been unearthed close to the temple (Fig. 6).

Fig. 5. The temple in antis. 4" century BC. View from the southwest.

During the Hellenistic period, the first burials appeared in the vicinity
of temenos. Thirty-one graves have been unearthed, primarily in simple
pits, paved with stones or carved into rock (Fig. 7); some of them were
covered with tiles. Five funerals were performed according to the rite
of cremation. Four child burials were placed in amphorae. Two graves
with the remains in a crouched position were found. The territory of
the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos, allocated for the necropolis, did

5 Chistov 2022 [/I. E. Yucros, “/IpeBHeiiine aHTOBbIC MOCTPOiiku CeBEpHOrO
[puuepromopss”, Apxeonoeuueckue secmu], 190, Fig. 1. 5, 6.
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Fig. 6. The temenos. 42 centuries BC.
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Fig. 7. The grave. 3r-2nd centuries BC.

not lose its special meaning for the Chersonesos inhabitants. During the
Diophantine wars, it even required an additional fortification in the form
of a solid defensive wall with buttresses (Fig. 8), which separated the
emerging necropolis from the agricultural territory. This wall probably

7

Fig. 8. The defensive wall. 2" century BC. View from the northeast.

)
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served as an additional barrier for the soil drained across the floor of the
Chersonesos gully towards the city walls.®

In the first centuries AD, the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos had
already become a formed necropolis with its inner spatial organization.
Its graves demonstrate the great variety of burial rites of Chersonesos
inhabitants of that time. The territory of the necropolis was divided
into sections. If they belonged to wealthy citizens, they could be richly
decorated with stepped stylobates with pylons. The most privileged section
was adjacent to the city gates. The unique monumental burial buildings
were situated in this section. They were placed at the eastern side of the
ancient street that went from Chersonesos’ gates through the territory of
the city necropolis.

A burial complex of the second century AD unique for the northern
Black Sea coastal region, a tholos (a round building with a dome-shaped
roof), contained a stone sarcophagus with a lead funerary urn (Fig. 9; 10).
A complex of monumental burial buildings of the second century owned
by eminent Chersonesos citizens combined the columbarium for the
members of one noble family made of massive, profiled slabs with multiple
grave stelae, inscriptions and anthropomorphic tombstones and slab tombs
of Ariston and Annion, as well as the graves of nameless Chersonesos
citizens (Fig. 11).

Another burial complex was an exedra-crypt with stone benches and
four burial chambers (Fig. 12; 13).7 As a distinct architectural building,
an exedra was a special type of burial gazebo. It was usually built in
places of special social or religious significance, at the key streets of
a city or a necropolis. Exedrae were popular during the Hellenistic age
at Greek and Asia Minor agorae and sanctuaries.® In the Roman era, they

¢ Vakhoneev et al. 2023 [B. B. Baxonees, B. B. I'ma3yHos, A. A. bykaros, B. B. T1an-
4yeHko, “K Bompocy o BogocHaOxeHHH XepCcOoHeca B aHTUYHBIA U CPEIHEBEKOBBII
riepuo (110 MaTepraliaM pacKoIOK KKHOTo puropoa Xepconeca)”, bocnopcxuii
Denomen: quarta pars saeculi], 436—440; Glazunov et al. 2023 [B. B. ['na3yHoB,
A. A. Bykaros, B. B. Baxonees, H. H. Epumoga, B. B. [Tanuenko, “I'eomopdonorus
U BOIOCHaOXeHUe MpuOpekHOi Tepputopnn XepcoHeca Tapuueckoro y Kapan-
TUHHO OyXTHI 110 JTAHHBIM MEXIUCIUILIHAPHBIX UCCIeN0BaHIA ", Mamepuanvl no
apxeonoeuu, ucmopuu u smuoepaguu Taspuu], 29.

7 Vakhoneev—Solovyev 2023 [B. B. Baxonees, C. JI. ConoBbeB, “HoBblii mo-
rpebanbHbIil Komiutekc 11 B. H.3. u3 packonok FOkHoro mpuropoga Xepconeca
(npenBapuTeNbHOE COOOINEHUE)”, AHmuuHble peruxéuu Xepconeca: OMKPLIMUS,
Haxooxu, meopuu. Mamepuanvt nayunou xongepenyuu (Cesacmononn, 1822 cen-
msabps 2023 2.)], 13-18.

8 Thiingen 1994, 3, 36-39; Lepore 2004, 127—-142.
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Fig. 10. The lead
funerary urn.
1s-2nd centuries.
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Fig. 11. The columbarium. The tombs of Ariston and Annion.
1s-2nd centuries. View from the northwest.

Fig. 12. The exedra. The intersection of the streets of the necropolis.
1st-2nd centuries. View from the northwest.
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were used to bestow honors on high-ranking Roman officials in these
eastern Roman provinces.® However, the Chersonesos exedra had its
own distinctive features: its lower part was used as a family tomb for
one of the noble Chersonesos families. The lower part of the building
was a burial complex with two sarcophagi carved from solid limestone
blocks and with two slabbed graves (Fig. 13). The tombstone of Casandra,
daughter of Antisthenes, was used as a covering of one of the sarcophagi;
the tombstone was dated to the brink of the eras based on the font. It is
worth noting that the name Casandra was registered here for the first time
in the Chersonesos epigraphy. After the removal of the covering of the
burial chambers and sarcophagi, it has been discovered that burials were
performed in accordance with the rites of both inhumation and cremation.

Fig. 13. The exedra crypt. 152" centuries. View from the northwest.

The sector divided by a monumental propylon with stone steps
(Fig. 14), was adjacent to the privileged necropolis from the east. Behind
it there were graves in pits and crypts, many of which belonged to noble

® Balty 2009 [XK.-11I. banrtu, “Bonbiias kojoHHana Anamen: NHCbMEHHBIE
UCTOYHUKH, dMHUrpapuIecKre CBUICTEIECTBA U JaHHBIE apXEOIOTUH. XPOHOIOTU-
YeCKUEe OPUEHTHPHI I UCCIEA0BaHUS TIaBHOTO namsTHUKa”, B//H], 197.
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Fig. 14. The propylon. 1521 centuries. View from the north.

citizens. Ordinary citizens of that time were buried to the south of these
two sectors, in simple pits or stone boxes (Fig. 15). An important feature
of the burial practice of Chersonesos citizens in antiquity was the constant
combination of inhumation and cremation, the latter tradition being

Fig. 15. The grave. 152" centuries. View from the northwest.



32 N. Solovyova, S. Solovyev, V. Vakhoneev, A. Pokrovskaya, Ya. Nizov

predominant.!® There are surprisingly many cremation grounds (Fig. 16),
funerary urns, ossuaries, and columbaria (nearly 300 objects) unearthed in
all sectors of the necropolis.

Fig. 16. The cremation ground. 152" centuries. View from the north.

In the Middle Ages, with the beginning of Christianity, the tradition
of burial in family crypts started to predominate in the territory of the
Southern Suburb, gradually displacing other funeral rites. The crypts
usually consisted of an entrance passage (dpdpog) and a vaulted chamber
with one- or two-tiered beds (Fig. 17). These burial buildings were used
as family tombs for a long time.

From the tenth to the thirteenth centuries the intended function of
the Southern Suburb changed. The territory was used mainly for utility
purposes, as in the earliest age. The network of roads, wells, water
cisterns, lime-burning kilns, and residential and utility buildings were
constructed. The land sectors were delimited with stone walls. During all

10 Solovyova et al. 2023 [H. @. Conosbesa, C. JI. CosnoBseB, B. B. Baxonees,
“OcobeHHOCTH TOTpebanbHON TPAKTHKH JKUTeIed XepcoHeca-XepcoHa (o
MarepuaiaM packonok B FOxuom npuropoae)”, in: Apxeonoeus u ucmopus bocnopa.
CoopHux mamepuanog MedcoyHapooHol HAYYHO-NPAKMUYECKOl KOH@epeHyuu
“Apxeonoeus u ucmopus Bocnopa” (Pesynbmamvl HO8eUwux uccied08anutl
namamuuxoe Bocnopckozo yapcmea)], 116—123.



The Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos 33

R

Fig. 17. The crypt. 2nd—5t% centuries. View from the east.

of Antiquity and later, the territory of the Southern Suburb was used as
an inexhaustible source of fresh water for Chersonesos citizens. Since the
Classical age, cisterns and wells were built there (Fig. 18). Most probably,
they were used as water sources, sanctuaries of water deities, and later as
baptismal fonts for the first Christians (more than 150 objects were found).

The Middle Age sites in the territory of the Southern Suburb of
Chersonesos occupy almost one third of its area. In the Middle Ages, the
suburban area was used both for utility purposes and as a necropolis. The
Roman-era crypts were often adapted for burials, but new family tombs
were also constructed. Families buried their kinsmen there from the fifth
to the thirteenth centuries.

At different times in the Middle Ages, the dynamics and character
of the use of the suburban area varied significantly. From the fifth to
the seventh century, it was occupied by the necropolis, roads leading to
the southern and harbor city gates, wells, and household waste disposal
sites where animal bones, fish scales, lots of ceramic ware remains,
etc. were accumulated. In the next stage (the eighth to tenth centuries),
the road network was extended. Vineyards appeared; next to them, the
utility buildings and wineries with the pressing grounds (the tarapans)
were constructed. The number of wells tripled. The end of this stage was
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Fig. 18. The water source (the cistern). 51—8t centuries.
View from the ecast.

marked by mass burials not only in crypts, but also in one of the wells,
where more than 80 people were buried, mainly of young age with signs
of violent death. In the tenth century, another defensive wall was built
parallel to the city wall. It is probably connected with the time of the siege
of Chersonesos by the armies of Prince Vladimir (Fig. 19). However, it
is more likely that the wall was built in the first quarter of the eleventh
century, when Chersonesos was severely damaged by an earthquake. The
city walls and towers were ruined; Chersonesos citizens had to build new
temporary curtain walls outside of the old ones immediately. They were
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Fig. 19. The defensive wall. 10t"—11t% centuries.
View from the northeast.

constructed of rubble stone of different sizes with clay or without mortar.
When the city walls were repaired, the temporary curtain walls were
dismantled. Only individual fragments of the foundation masonry remain
today. The third stage in the history of the Southern Suburb (the eleventh—
thirteenth centuries) was a period of decline of economic activity. Only
four wells are attributed to that time. In the last third of the thirteenth
century they were covered with household waste, which contained some
objects made of wood.!!

The extent of archaeological research in the Southern Suburbs of
Chersonesos is also evidenced by the collection of archaeological finds
from 2021-2023. It included 6290 696 artefacts, of which 351 780 objects
reflecting the centuries-old history of this section of the ancient city were
selected for transfer to the Chersonesos Museum.

The most significant part of the archaeological finds consists of am-
phorae assemblage from various Mediterranean and Black Sea coastal
region centers of production. The collection of ceramic stamps on more
than five thousand objects provides evidence of Chersonesos’ economic
ties from the fourth to the first century BC. Among its trading counterparts
were the largest Mediterranean and Aegean production centers of wine
and olive oil such as Rhodes, Thasos and Knidos, as well as the Black Sea

11 Solovyev 2022, 35.
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coastal region poleis — Sinope and Heraclea Pontica. In addition, many
stamps on the amphorae of local Chersonesos production were found.!?

In the burials of the Chersonesos necropolis metalware, iron weapons,
bronze lamps, and even silver medical instruments are sometimes found.
However, the most widespread metal objects at excavations are details of
clothes and simple jewelry: buckles, clasps/fibulae, pins, bracelets, rings,
earrings, and amulets/charms, including those of late times.

Bone artefacts are less common. Bone was used mainly to manufacture
small objects — pins, small spoons for perfume and medicine, knife
handles. In the Middle Ages, caskets were commonly decorated with
bone plate incrustation. A notable bone find, a small carved support from
the second or first century BC with the depiction of a fantastic winged
creature resembling a sphinx (Fig. 20), testifies to the ties between antique
Chersonesos and the East — Parthia or Mesopotamia.!?

Fig. 20. The fragments of the overlay of the table’s
support. Ivory. 2nd—1st centuries BC.

12 Solovyev 2022, 29.
13 Solovyev 2022, 20-23.
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Found during the excavations of the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos
were many pieces of jewelry made of precious metals — gold and silver
that were part of the grave goods placed in tombs of deceased citizens of
Chersonesos urban community (Fig. 21).14
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Fig. 21. Pieces of jewelry from the ancient burial complexes.

The majority of terracotta statuettes from the excavations of the Southern
Suburb were found in graves. They were related to the chthonic gods,
which included, as everywhere in Greece, Demeter and her daughter Kore-
Persephone, Dionysus and his companions, and Eros-Thanatos. One of most
remarkable imported statuettes of the Hellenistic period is a small figurine
of Thanatos — the winged genius of death who was represented as a standing
naked young man with a calathus on his head, spreading long wings and

14 Solovyev 2022, 25.
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wearing a cloak with many folds
(Fig. 22). The terracotta figurine
is covered with solid white paint.
From the fourth to the third
century BC, such small figurines
were imported to Chersonesos
from Callatis.!s

Most of the lapidary inscrip-
tions (about 30 of them) are
various epitaphs of a wide chro-
nological range. They are dated
from the Hellenistic age to the
first centuries AD.'® Among them
are lengthy epitaphs, dedicated,
for example, to Philo, daughter
of Apollonius (Fig. 23) and to
Pharnaces, son of Dionysios.!”
However, the majority of
the funeral stelac have only
a name and a patronymic of the
deceased (Fig. 24). Another in-
teresting group of funeral arte-
facts consists of small marble

Fig. 22. The terracotta statuette inserts with names of the de-
of Thanatos. ceased. They were placed into
4th_3rd centuries BC. limestone stelae (Fig. 25).

Of special interest in the
large numismatic collection from the excavations of the Southern Suburb
of Chersonesos is the golden stater of Mithridates Eupator (Fig. 26) with
the date KX IB (twelfth month of the 223 year of the Bithyno-Pontic
era = September 74 BC). Among the known coins of this denomination,
it is the only specimen with such a date so far.!8

15 Solovyev 2022, 27.

16 One of them, the epitaph of Metrodor, son of Apollonides, from the middle
of the 2n century AD, has already been published, see Trofimova—Pavlichenko
2022, 123-143.

17 See this volume, Almazova etc. 2024, p. 149-158.

18- Abramzon—Tereshenko 2022 [M. I'. A6pam3oHn, A. E. Tepemenko, “Cratep
Murtpunara ¢ garoit KX IB u3 packonok Xepconeca”, Hymusmamuueckue umeHnus
Tocyoapcmeennoeo ucmopuuecxozo mysesn 2022 2.1, 21-25.
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Fig. 23. The poetic epitaph to Philo, daughter of Apollonius. Marble.
From the middle to the end of the 2" century BC.

Fig. 24. Epitaph to Antibion, son of Niceas. Limestone. Fragment.
2nd century BC.
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XT-21-P7-560/11
Fig. 25. The plaque insert into the Fig. 26. The stater.
tombstone of Clymene, daughter of Gold. Mithridates VI
Apolla, the wife of Herogeitos. Marble. Eupator. 74 BC.

1st-2nd centuries AD.

- :
L o .

Fig. 27. The thalweg of the Chersonesos gully flooded by groundwater
after the end of the archaeological excavations. View from the south.
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Considering the uniqueness of the series of the funerary buildings of
the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos, it was decided to museumify
them. But since the preservation in situ of the sites unearthed at two
meters below sea level and constantly flooded with groundwater (Fig. 27)
was impossible, it was decided to disassemble them and to restore them
later using the anastylosis technique!® for future exhibition on the territory
of the Historical and Archaeological Park.
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Large-scale archaeological studies were conducted from 2021 to 2023 on the
territory of the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos. The territory is adjacent to
the areas of Chersonesos’ necropolis and ancient household development near the
defensive walls of the city site.

As recently as the first half of the fourth century BC, the territory in front of the
city gates was granted a special status. A sacred area with a seroon was established
there. One of the earliest of Chersonesos’ religious buildings, the temple in antis of
the first half of the fourth century BC, was discovered near the keroon.

In the first centuries AD, the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos had already
become the formed necropolis. The unique monumental burial buildings were
situated close to the city gates. They were placed on the eastern side of the ancient
street that went from Chersonesos’ gates through the territory of the city necropolis.
Among them there were burial complexes of the second century AD, unique for the
northern Black Sea coastal region: a tholos containing a stone sarcophagus with
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a lead funerary urn, a columbarium for the members of one noble family made of
massive, profiled slabs with multiple grave stelae, inscriptions and anthropomorphs,
and slab tombs. The burial complex also included the exedra crypt with stone
benches and four burial chambers.

The extent of archaeological research in the Southern Suburbs of Chersonesos
is also evidenced by the collection of archaeological finds from 2021-2023:
6290696 artefacts, including an assemblage of amphorae from various Medi-
terranean and Black Sea coastal region centers of production, coins, lapidary
inscriptions, ceramic stamps, terracotta statuettes, many pieces of jewelry made of
precious metals, and other groups of artefacts.

B 2021-2023 rT. Ha Teppuropun KOxxHOTO MpHropona Xepconeca TaBpmueckoro
ObUTM TIPOBEAEHBI MAacCIITA0HBIE apXEeOoJNIOTMYECKHE HCCIeIoBaHMs. Teppuropus
MIPUMBIKAET K M3yYCHHBIM B Pa3HOE BPEMs y4acTKaM XEPCOHECCKOTO HEKPOMOJIs
U IpeBHEH XO3IHCTBEHHOM 3aCTPONKH BO3JIe 0OOPOHHUTEIEHBIX CTEH FOPOAMIIA.

Vike B nepBoii mosioBuHe [V B. 10 H. 3. MECTHOCTb Tepe] TOPOJICKUMHU BOPO-
TaMH HaJleNIIeTCsl 0COOBIM CTaTycoM. 31ech 00ycTpanBaeTcsl CBSIIEHHBIN yda-
CTOK, Ha TEPPUTOPUU KOTOPOTO HAXOIHJICS T€POOH. PsIIOM ¢ repoOHOM OTKpbITa
OJTHA M3 CAMBIX PaHHUX KYJIBTOBBIX IIOCTPOEK XepCoHeca — XpaM B aHTaX NEepBOH
nosioBuHsbI IV B. 10 H. 3.

B nepBeie Beka H. 3. KOxuBIiH npuropox XepcoHeca — yike cpopMupoBaBIITii-
cs1 HEeKpoIoib. B HenocpecTBEeHHOH OIM30CTH OT TOPOACKUX BOPOT HAXOIHMIIHCh
YHHKaJIbHBIE MOHYMEHTAJIBHbIE TTOTPeOaIbHBIE COOPYKEHHS, PACIIONIOKEHHbBIE Ha
BOCTOYHOU CTOPOHE JIPEBHEH YAUIBI, UAYIIEH OT BOPOT XepCOHECA MO TEPPUTO-
pun ropoxackoro Hekporoisi. Cpenu HuX ObiTH yHUKanbHBIE 115 CeBeproro [Ipu-
YEpPHOMOPbsI IorpedanbHble KOMIUIEKCHI I B. H. 3.: TOJIOC, KOTOPBIH copepxai Ka-
MEHHBIH capkoar co CBHHIIOBOM MOrpedambHOM yPHOM, CIIOKEHHBIH U3 MACCHBHBIX
PO MIIMPOBAHHBIX IUIAT; KOTyMOapHii AJIsl WICHOB OHOM 3HATHOW CEMBH C MHOTO-
YHUCIICHHBIMHU HaZ[FpO6HBIMI/I CTClIaMu, HAAIIUCAMU U aHTpOHOMOp(baMI/I; IIJIMTOBBIC
rpo6HuIEL. Crozia ke BXOMIIa SKCeIpa-CKIIeN C KAMEHHBIMH CKaMbsIMU M YETBIPbMS
norpe6aJbHBIMUA KaMepaMu.

O macmrabe apxeonormueckux uccienosanuii B FOxxHom mpuropone Xepco-
Heca TaKk)Ke CBUIETEeNILCTBYET KOJUIEKIIHS apXeoJIoTHUecKuX Haxonok 2021-2023 rr,
B cocraB KoTtopoi Bormia 6290696 apredakToB, cpean KOTOpHIX aMm(popHas Tapa
Pa3HBIX CPEU3EMHOMOPCKUX U IPHYEPHOMOPCKUX LIEHTPOB IIPOM3BOCTBA, MOHETHI,
JanuapHble HaIHNCH, KepaMUYeCKUe KieliMa, TeppaKoTa, OOJBIIOE KOJINYECTBO
IOBEJTUPHBIX M3AEINH U3 IParoleHHbIX METAJUIOB U IPYTHe IPYIITEI HAMSITHUKOB.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON
THE CLOSEST SUBURBAN AREA OF
ANCIENT THEODOSIA. INVESTIGATIONS
OF THE THEODOSIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXPEDITION OF THE STATE HERMITAGE
MUSEUM IN 2019-2022

Ancient Theodosia was located near the western border of the Bosporan
Kingdom, 90 km west of the capital site of Pantikapaion. It was an impor-
tant, wealthy polis possessing extensive chora and considerable econo-
mical weight. Obviously, it occupied an exceptional place in the Bosporan
state structure. Despite its significance, Theodosia is almost unknown
archaeologically up to this day. The site attracted scholars’ attention only
a hundred and fifty years ago, when Theodosian burial mounds were
excavated and famous jewelries were found.! Some limited investigations
of a nearby necropolis and the vicinity were conducted by the Theodosian
Museum expedition, led by Yevgeniy Katyushin in the 1970s—1990s.2

The State Hermitage Museum launched the Theodosian Archaeological
project in 2017 with a complex survey generally focusing on the closest
suburban area and on a vast burial mound necropolis located on the slopes
of Tepe-Oba and surrounding the city. Particular attention was devoted
to the area near Trench A; research was started by Katyushin in 1982.
The site is located 1.5 km south of the citadel of medieval Kaffa, the place
where the acropolis of ancient Theodosia is supposed to have been, and
200 m south of Zelenaya Street (Fig. 1). The site occupies a rather flat
plateau on the very edge of a deep lowland called Genoese. Trench A,
with an estimated 36 m?, has been explored only during one season of
1982. A small part of a building was uncovered here, consisting of 4 walls

I Tunkina 2011 [W. B. Tyukuna, Omxpsimue @eodocuu. Cmpanuyst apxeono-
euueckozo uzyuenus FOzo-Bocmounoco Kpwvima u mauanvhvle smanslt ucmopuu
Deooocuiickozo myzes OpesHocmel).

2 Beysens et al. 1997 [I. Beiicanc, A. XKuoma, JK.-I1. Mopens, E. A. KatiomuH,
A. A. EBcees, “Packonku Ha okpanne deonocun”, Apxeonocuieckue uccie008anus
6 Kpoimy 1994].
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and a kind of paved platform between them. Katyushin dated this structure
to the 3™ century BC, but noted the presence of earlier finds. The function
of the building has not been defined, but it was supposed that it could be
connected to the city’s necropolis, since the nearest burial mounds are
located only 400 m to the west.

In 2017-2019, the area in focus was explored using various methods:
archaeological surveys, trial trenches, and geophysical investigations
using several techniques. As a result, we can definitely see the traces of
quite dense city-like building structures dating back to the 4% century BC
on an area of 6100 sq. m.

Starting in 2019, the Theodosian Archaeological project of the
State Hermitage revived the investigations of this mysterious structure.
During several excavation campaigns, a part of a large Building A was
uncovered.? The dimensions of the building are 10.5 x 16.5 m, and its
square amounts to 150 sq. m. Still, only the northern part of the complex
has been unearthed (Fig. 2). Parts of two winepress platforms were
uncovered in the southern part of the building. This definitely indicates
that Building A and the whole site were not part of any burial or ritual

D sttt

Fig. 2. Manor A plan. 2019-2023.

3 Akhmadeeva 2020 [M. M. Axmaneesa, “HoBble uccaeq0BaHus B OIMKHEM
npenmectse Geopocun”, Apxeonozuueckue gecmu]; Akhmadeeva 2023 [“Ycanpba A
B OmmwkHEM mpeamectbe Peogocuu: MpeaBapUTEIbHBIE MTOTH HMCCIEIOBAaHUS”,
lpesnocmu bocnopa].



48 Maria Akhmadeeva

funeral complex, but constituted a part of a suburban manor with a winery
function. Preliminary analysis of the uncovered building remains allows
us to state that the structure was evidently rearranged several times and to
define three main stages of Building A’s life.

Phase 1

The initial base of Building A consists of walls 2 and 3, as well as two
winepress platforms built up to the inner facade of wall 2 (Fig. 3). The
total dimensions of the two winepress platforms are 3.9 x 1.9 m, each
having a slight incline of about 0.09 m or 3°. The surface of the platforms
is covered with a smooth clay layer with numerous inclusions of tiny sea
pebbles, chamotte, and limestone grit. The platforms and wall 8, which
divides the structure into two parts, have only partially been unearthed
so far. Near the winepress platforms, to the north and west, a group of at
least 10 traces of pithoi pits was found. Evidently, a kind of storage room
for wine was located here. A row of finds indicates that Building A was
erected as a winery at the end of the 5% century or at the very beginning of
the 4t century BC. First, a fragment of a Heraclean amphora with a stamp
Apio[toxiiic] / Kooag can be mentioned (Fig. 4. 1). It can be dated within
the 390s BC.4

Phase 2

After a while, the complex was enlarged to almost double its former size:
the corner of walls A and 9 was built up to the western side of wall 3.
It seems that the western part of wall 3 was dismantled during these
works. Wall B and a mysterious paved platform were constructed during
this period, too. Based on ceramic finds, such as amphorae and black-
glazed pottery fragments, we can generally date the beginning of this
phase to 375-325 BC. One of the latest finds from this stage is a fragment
of a Heraclea Pontica amphora with Democrates’ stamp [£]mi Anpo/[kpd]
teog Zu- - -) (Fig. 4. 2), which is usually dated to the last quarter of the
4t century BC.?

4 Kats 2007 [B. U. Kar, I peueckue kepamuueckue Kieuma 3M0Xu KIACCUKU
U INIUHUBMA (ONbIM KOMNIEKCHO20 usydenus), bocriopckue uccnenoanusi], 428,
Suppl. V.

5 Kats 2007, 243, Suppl. V-6.
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Fig. 3. Winepress platforms. Orthophoto, plan.

Phase 3

During the next phase, the southwestern part of Building A, namely
wall B and the pithoi room, was damaged when a new building was
constructed, consisting of walls 4, 5, 6, and 7. Only the northern part of this
new building has been unearthed, and we can’t estimate its dimensions.
This new construction was probably erected at the turn of the 4™ to the
31 century BC, not later than the 15t quarter of the 3™ century BC.

The majority of finds deriving from Building A are dated to the
middle and late 4th century BC. However, the earliest pieces can be dated
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Fig. 4. Heraclea Pontica amphorae fragments with stamps.

back to the late 5t century BC. The latest finds can be placed in the first
quarter of the 31 century BC. E.g. it can be presumed that the winery
complex Building A, being a part of a large suburban mansion located in
close proximity to the city of classical Theodosia, was built at the very
beginning of the 4t century BC and functioned for more than one hundred
years, surviving at least two general reconstructions.

Maria Akhmadeeva
The State Hermitage Museum

marusya2@mail.ru
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The paper offers preliminary results of the archaeological investigations of the
Theodosian Archaeological Expedition of The State Hermitage Museum. The
expedition has been exploring the closest suburban area of the ancient city of
Theodosia since 2017. The point of particular interest is located 1.5 km to the
south of the ancient city’s supposed acropolis. Survey studies using geophysical
methods revealed the traces of quite dense building structures on a significantly
sized territory. One of these building complexes, named Building A, was found
in 1982 and has been explored since 2019 by the Hermitage expedition. Part of
a large building currently containing about 150 m? was unearthed. Finds disco-
vered during the excavations enable us to date Building A to the period from the
turn of the fifth to the fourth century BC up to the end of the fourth or the very
beginning of the third century BC. Building A was reconstructed at least twice
during its lifetime. During the first stage, the structure functioned as a vinery:
parts of two pressing platforms and a space for placing pithoi indicate it clearly.

B crarbe mpuBOAATCS NpenBapUTENILHBIE PE3YNIBTaThl UCCIIENOBAHMS ITaMSITHHKA
ycazieOHOTO THIIA, PACIIOIOKEHHOTO B ONIMKHEM HOKHOM MpPEIMECThE aHTHYHOM
®eomocun, B 1,5 kM K rory ot ropoauiia. [lamaTauk OpUT 00HapyxeH B 1982 1.
B HEOOJIBILIOM packone A Ha Kpato [eHy33cKoii 0aiaku ObUTH OTKPBITBI OCTAaTKH I10-
crpoiikn. C 2017 1. uccnenoBanms Bener Oeomocuiickasi apXeoIorHdecKast SKCIIeIn-
s [ocynapcrBeHHoro DpMutaxa. B pe3ynbrate KOMIUIEKCHBIX reo(U3HYecKuX
W3BICKAaHHUH OBUTH 3a(MKCHPOBAHBI CIIEABI OTHOCHTENIFHO TUIOTHOHM 3aCTPOHKH, 3aHHU-
MaroIleil 3HauuTenpHy!o Iomans. OgHO U3 3THX coopyxeHui, ITocTpoiika A,
65110 OOHapykeHo B 1982 1. E. A. KaTiomuHBIM U cTano 00BEKTOM HCCIIEIOBaHUS
HaunHas ¢ 2019 . K HacTosieMy MOMEHTY OTKpbITa yacTb kpynHoi [TocTpoiiku A,
BXOJAINEH B CTPYKTYpy YcaapObl A, IIIomaab KOTOPOi celyac cocTaBiseT He Me-
nee 150 m2. [latupoBka coopyxenus: pyoexx V—IV BB. mo H. 3. — Hauano III B.
JI0 H. 3. 3aMKCUPOBAHO, KAK MUHUMYM, TPH OCHOBHBIX CTPOHUTEINBHBIX dTamna. [1o-
CTpO¥Ka TepPBOHAYAIBHO OBUIA COOpY)KEHa KaK BHHOAETBYCCKHN KOMIUIEKC: 00
9TOM CBHUJIETEIILCTBYET HAXO/KA ABYX JABIJIBHBIX IUIOIIA/IOK, & TAKXKE y4acTKa Ayt
ycraHoBKH nocoB. McciieioBanne CTpOUTENFHOTO KOMILUIEKCA HE 3aBEPIICHO.
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EXCAVATIONS OF KYTAION’S
SOUTHWESTERN SUBURB IN 2019-2022

In 2019-2022, the Kytaion archaeological expedition of the Institute of
Archaeology RAS continued excavations in the southwestern suburb of
the Bosporan city of Kytaion, in the area of coastal erosion. Starting in
2010, the study of this section since 2016 has been conducted in two
excavation areas — XLVI and XLVII (Fig. 1. 1).! To date, the area of the
first one has exceeded 400 m? (Fig. 1. 2) and the area of the second one
has exceeded 200 m2 (Fig. 1. 3).

The excavation area XLVI

In recent years, after the northward and eastward expansion of the exca-
vation area XLVI, in addition to the previously studied unearthed ritual
and memorial complexes, two more ritual pits nos. 389 and 393, the ritual
complex no. 400, and the grave without inventory no. 398 have been
excavated. In accordance with the formerly determined archaeological
context, they are attributed to the same Late Antique period — the 4th—
5t centuries AD.

The relatively shallow depth of pits nos. 389 and 393 (0.7-0.8 m and
0.3 m respectively), as well as of the majority of the other pits in this
excavation area, was evidence of their ritual (rather than domestic)
purpose.? The variety of dates and the diversity of the finds, considering
their scarcity, confirm this theory. There were asynchronous Hellenistic
objects in almost every pit. According to the archaeological context and
the latest material, their attribution to the same historical time and antique
culture is beyond doubt. The composition of bones of sacrificial animals

I Khrshanovskiy 2019, 133-139.
2 Khrshanovskiy 2020a [B. A. Xprranosckuii, “Tlo31HeaHTHYHBIC PUTYATbHBIC
SIMBI Ha FOTO-3aMaJHOM ydacTke Hekpononsa Kutes”, /[pesnocmu bocnopal, 424.
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Excavations of Kytaion’s Southwestern Suburb in 2019-2022

Fig. 1. 1. The southwestern suburb of Kytaion. Excavation areas
XLVI and XLVII. Aerial photograph.
Fig. 1. 2. Excavation area XLVI. 2022. Aerial photograph.
Fig. 1. 3. Excavation area XLVII. 2022. Aerial photograph.
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was different from the bones found in the mound covering the whole
excavation area. Its filling suggests the ritual character of the pits.?

Ritual complex no. 400 was also unearthed in the eastern excavation
extension on the level of the ancient horizon under the thick rubble
backfill. According to the fixed part, in ancient times it was a circle made
of relatively large limestone fragments, plain limestone small slabs, and
a mound composed of soil with rubble. Its diameter, calculated by the
external contour, is about 8 m. On the north, the complex was fenced in by
a wall made of large stones, roughly processed but stacked together with
rubble and soil. Its length is 5.5 m, its width about 1 m.

During the deepening and clearing of the eastern excavation extension
and the upper layer of burial complex no. 400 (the study has not been
finished), a significant amount of asynchronous, mass ceramic material
was also found: fragments of black-lacquered vessels and ‘“Megarian”
bowls, red-lacquered, black-glazed, wheel-thrown and handmade ware.
In addition to fragments of late light-clay amphorae with narrow necks
of the Shelov Types E and F and the red-clay amphora of the Type
C SNP I (“Delakeu”), which date the complex to times no later than the
4th_5th centuries BC, much older Hellenistic amphorae, including some
with stamps, were found here. The Rhodian amphora with two stamps on
its handle (Fig. 2. 1) is dated to ca. 129 BC. The other stamp (Fig. 2. 2),
found in the eastern excavation extension, was on the handle of a Sinopian
amphora from the early 220s BC.

The bone remains found during the study of ritual complex no. 400
belonged mainly to the same animals that were unearthed in the other
objects of this excavation area: a horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, and dog.

In the northern excavation extension in the northwestern corner of
the excavation area, the grave of a woman of 35 to 45 years old was
unearthed. It was precisely meridionally oriented (the head towards the
north). It is possible that the plain round stone that lies to the east of
the body at a certain elevation was used as a small primitive altar. The
animal bones and ceramic fragments found close to the grave could be the
traces of a funeral feast. Among them was part of the bottom of a black-
lacquered vessel with the graffito [- -]Jvika(- -) or Nika(- -) on its outer
side. Apparently, this abbreviation of the theophoric name, derived from
Nikn, was the mark of the owner (Fig. 2. 3).

3 Kasparov—Khrshanovskiy 2019 [A. K. Kacmapos, B. A. XpuiaHoBckuii,
“DayHUCTHYECKUE OCTATKU Ha I0T0-3amagHoM yuyactke Kuteiickoro Hekpomnouis (1o
nuroram packorok 2010-2018 rr.)”, Bocnopckue umenus: bocnop Kummeputickuii
U 8apeapCKUll MUp 6 nNepuod aHmuuyHoCmu u cpeonesekogvs. OcrosHble UmMocu
u nepcnexmugul uccieoosanuii], 274, 277-278.
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2.3.
L1

Fig. 2. 1. A fragment of the handle of the Rhodian amphora with two stamps: éni

Ap[wotoy]évevc [T[dva]pog in the circle around the “head of Helios” emblem and

the additional stamp AAQ, c. 128 BC. These and the following stamps and graffiti
were read and attributed by N. A. Pavlichenko.

Fig. 2. 2. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
[doTvvopo]dvtog / [Aswpédov]tog to[d] / [Emdnpov] horseman — / [- -]. From
the early 220s BC.

Fig. 2. 3. A fragment of the bottom of a black-lacquered vessel with part of the
graffito [- -]vuca(- -) or Nwa(- -).

Fig. 2. 4. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
Amatovp[iov] / dotuvopov cantharost/ Zipio. From the middle of the 260s BC.
Fig. 2. 5. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
ao[tovopov] / Aioyiviov] / Km[owv] bunch. From the middle of the 250s BC.
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Earlier, in the eastern part of the northern extension of the excavation
area XLVI, two more Sinopian stamps, dated to the mid-260s and mid-
250s BC, were found among a significant amount of remains of ceramic
ware: black-lacquered, red-lacquered, wheel-thrown, and handmade
vessels (Fig. 2. 4-5).

Despite the impressive size of excavation arca XLVI, only five
graves were found in it. This seems disproportionate to the number of
traces of ritual activities performed in this area. Found here in addition
to the BoBpo1, ritual grounds with the remains of funeral feasts and
sacrifices, were many primitive stone altar constructions built right on
the ground, and approximately ten small monolithic stone altars.* All
of this is the good indicator of the chthonic character of the unearthed
complex. Its dimensions indicate the possibility of the special sacral
status of the sanctuary, combined with the necropolis.

Excavation area XLVII

During 7 field seasons starting in 2016, the study of the other high (up
to 3 m) bank has been conducted in the southwestern suburb of Kytaion.
This bank is situated 60—80 m to the west of the fortified western wall
of the city site. The excavation area there received the number XLVII.
In contrast to excavation area XL VI, not a single grave complex has so
far been discovered here. However, earlier, under the thin humus layer,
sacrificial pit no. 394 and ash hill no. 395 were unearthed and partly
studied. They are located in the southeastern part of the excavation area.’
In 2019-2022, during the extension of the excavation area to the north
and its deepening throughout, the other ash hill was discovered in the
northwestern part. It received the number 396. The other pit, no. 397,
was also found. The set diameter of the southern ash hill base is at least
10 m, the diameter of the northern ash hill is at least 8 m.

After this discovery, the finds from both the southern and the
northern parts of the excavation area can be considered to be offerings
linked to the rituals performed on the two ash hills and near the
ritual pits. Among such offerings, apart from the bone remains of

4 Moleva—Khrshanovskiy 2024 [H. B. Monea, B. A. XpianoBckuit, “Antapu
U3 10r0-3anagHoro npeamectbs Kures”, /lpesnocmu bocnopa], 336-350.

5 Khrshanovskiy 2020b [B.A. XpuanoBckuii, “HoBblil puTyanbHblil KOMIIIEKC
Ha TI03JHEAaHTHYHOM yuacTke Hekpomnons Kurea”, bocnopckuil ¢enomen: boc-
nopcrkoe yapcmeo M. H. Pocmosyega (832n1a0 uz XXI eexa)], 130-136.
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domestic and wild animals (a horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, dog, red
deer, boar, fox, badger, and European hare), were also birds, dolphin,
fish, and crab claws® and many (more than 26 thousand) fragments of
amphorae, wheel-thrown and handmade ceramics, copper coins,” and
terracotta figurines,® dated to the same broad period between the
4th century BC and the 4th—5% centuries AD. There were far more recent
“asynchronous” objects here compared with the other excavation areas
of the southwestern part. However, such things were discovered in the
mounds of the two ash hills. The fragments of painted red-figure and
black-lacquered vessels and the remains of imported amphorae from
the Classical and Hellenistic ages, including stamped amphorae from
Thasos, Heraclea, and Sinope, were found there. In the last few years,
the collection has been replenished with a few more objects. Three
Herakleian stamps of the 370s—-360s BC (Fig. 3. 1-3) were found in the
mound of the northern ash hill (no. 396).

The most interesting epigraphic find of recent years is the graffito
AT'A on the wall of the red-clay amphora (Fig. 3. 4) unearthed in the
southern half of the excavation area (ash hill no. 395). Considering the
location of this graffito on the amphora’s shoulders, where indications
of the variety of wine in the vessel were often placed, it could be the
abbreviation of dyA(gvkg 0ivog).

Besides the clay and stone spindle whorls,® sinkers, bone borers,
and needles that were often found among the offerings in this ash hill,
the golden ax-shaped pendant (Fig. 4. 1) from the 4% century AD,!0 the
Hellenistic terracotta statuette from the 4% century BC (Fig. 4. 2),!!

¢ Kasparov—Khrshanovskiy 2019, 273-274.

7 Abramzon—Khrshanovskiy 2022 [M. I. AGpam3on, B. A. XpriiaHoBCKHiA,
“MOHEeTHI U3 PaCKOIOK I0Tr0-3aMaHOro yyacTka Hekponomns Kures (2011-2021 rr)”,
Bocnopcxuii penomen: Borvuue u manvie 20pooa bocnopckoeo yapcmea: Kpyenviii
cmoi, nocéaujennvitl 75-nemuio E. A. Monesa (1937-2021)], 236-238.

8 Khanutina—Khrshanovskiy 2023 [3. B. Xanyruna, B. A. XpIiaHoBCKUiA,
“TeppaxoThl U3 I0TO-3aIIaJHOTO yuacTka Hekpomnoist Kures™], 53, puc. 4, 5-6; 56.

9 Simonova 2018 [“M. A. CumonoBa, “TIpsiciuiia u rpy3uia B morpedaibHoO-
MMOMHHAJBHBIX KOMILIeKcax [V B. H. 9. 10r0-3amagHoro y4yactka Hekponons Kures”,
Bocnopcxuii penomen: Obuee u ocobennoe 8 ucmopuko-KynomypHom npoCmpancmee
aumuunozo mupal, 259-265.

10° Kravchenko—Khrshanovskiy 2022 [A. B. KpaBuenko, B. A. XpiiaHoBckuii,
“3on0oTast TONOPOBUAHAS ITOABECKA U3 MO3JHEAHTUYHOTO PUTYaIbHOTO KOMILIEKCA
Hekponoinst Kurest”, bocnopckuii gpenomen: bonvuiue u mansvie copooa bocnopckozo
yapcmea), 241-247.

11 Khanutina—Khrshanovskiy 2023, 53, Fig. 4. 5; 56.
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Fig. 3. 1. A fragment of the neck of a Herakleian amphora with the stamp
[HplaxAédog club| / [Kepki]vog, H, P and A, A in ligature.
Fig. 3. 2. A fragment of the neck of the Herakleian amphora with the stamp
[Eda]pyo / [horned moon 1] / [émi Atovu(ciov)] (alleged restoration).
Fig. 3. 3. Avovo[ciov] / €mi X[- -]. From the 370s-360s BC.
Fig. 3. 4. A fragment of the wall of the red-clay amphora with the graffito ATA.

the incense cup (Fig. 4. 3) and the dipinto with tamga on the light-clay
amphora with a narrow neck (Fig. 4. 4) were unearthed there. In the
future, deciphering this tamga will probably help answer the question
of the ownership of these monumental ritual buildings of the Migration
Period.

Vladimir Khrshanovskiy
Institute of Archeology, Moscow, RAS

vax48@mail.ru
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4.1.

Fig. 4. 1. The golden ax-shaped pendant. From the 4™ century AD.
Fig. 4. 2. The terracotta statuette. From the 4t century BC.
Fig. 4. 3. The handmade incense cup.

Fig. 4. 4. A fragment of the neck of a light-clay amphora with
the dipinto (the tamga?). From the first centuries AD.
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The article summarizes the results of the security and rescue works of the Kytaion
archaeological expedition of the Institute of Archaeology RAS in the area of coastal
erosion of the Bosporan city of Kytaion in 2019-2022. The study of this section has
been conducted since 2016 in two excavation areas — XLVI and XLVII. In
excavation area XLVI, in addition to the previously studied unearthed ritual and
memorial complexes, two more ritual pits nos. 389 and 393, the ritual complex
no. 400, and the grave without inventory no. 398 have been excavated. In accordance
with the formerly determined archaeological context, they are attributed to the
same Late Antique age — the 45 centuries AD. Besides 5 graves, more than
10 ritual pits and at least 2 ritual grounds with the remains of funeral feasts and
sacrifices and many primitive stone altar constructions were found in this excavation
area. The size of the unearthed complex allows us to presume that it was the
sanctuary combined with the necropolis. In the same years in excavation area
XLVII, the second ash hill no. 396 was found and one more pit no. 397 was
unearthed. After this discovery, all finds from the excavation area can be considered
to be offerings, linked to the rituals performed on the two ash hills and near the
ritual pits. As before, asynchronous material from the 4% century BC to the 15-3rd
centuries AD, along with many animal bones, was found in the excavation areas
XLVI and XLVIL

B craTthe mogBOASATCS HTOTH OXpaHHO-CIIacaTeNbHBIX paboT Kuteiickoii apxeoo-
rudeckoi skcnienuimu Mucruryra apxeonorun PAH B 30He GeperoBoii abpazun
IOT0-3alafHOTO TpenMecThsi Oocmopckoro ropoxa Kures B 2019-2022 romax.
C 2016 r. ucciaenoBaHue 3TOrO ydacTKa BeleTcs Ha AByX packomax — XLVI
n XLVII. Ha packone XLVI B nonoiaHeHNe K OTKPBITHIM U UCCIIEIOBAaHHBIM paHee
norpe0ajIbHBIM M TIOMHHAIBHBIM KOMIUIEKCaM, OBUIM pacKoIaHbl €lle JIBE PHUTY-
anpHbIe MBI NeNe 389 u 393, putyanbHblil komrieke Ne 400 n Ge3pIHBEHTapHOE
norpedenne Ne 398, oTHOCSIIMECS 110 yCTAaHOBIEHHOMY paHHEe apXe0JI0THIeCcKo-
My KOHTEKCTY K TOMY K€ IO3JHEaHTUYHOMY BpeMeHU — IV-V BB. H. 3. [lomumo
5 morwu1, 6ostee 10 )kepTBEHHBIX SIM M HE MEHEe 2 PUTYaIbHBIX TUIOIAJOK C OCTaT-
KaMHU TPU3H U )KEPTBOIPHUHOLICHUH B 3TOM packore ObUIM HalJIeHbl MHOTOUYHUC-
JICHHBIC IPUMHUTHBHBIC aNTapHbIE KOHCTPYKINU U3 KaMHel. Pasmeps! oTKpBITOTO
KOMIIJIEKCA [TO3BOJISIIOT TPEIIONIOKHUTh, YTO OH MPEACTaBIsET COOOW CBATHUIMLIE,
cosmemnieHHoe ¢ HekpomoneM. B XLVII packore B Te ske Toasl ObLT 00HApYKEH
BTOpOIi 3051bHUK, Ne 396 n 3adukcupoBana emle onHa ssMa — Ne 397. TTocne atoro
OTKPBITHA BCE HAXOAKH B PACKONE MOTYT PacCMaTpPUBATHCS KaK IPUHOIICHHS,
CBSI3aHHBIE C COBEPIIABIINMICS Ha 000MX 30JIbHBIX XOJIMax M BO3JIE PUTYaJIbHBIX
sM obpsimamu. Kax u panee, B packonax XLVI u XLVII Hapsimy ¢ MHOTOYHCIICH-
HBIMH KOCTSIMH >KMBOTHBIX BCTpEUaJICsl aCHHXPOHHBIH Marepuan IV B. 10 H. 3. —
I-III BB. H. 5.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON
THE ANCIENT CITY SITE OF AKRA IN
EASTERN CRIMEA®

The ancient city site of Akra, situated near the modern village of Zavetnoe
30 km south of Kerch (the Republic of Crimea), was discovered as recently
as the early 1980s. The main problems of its localization before that time
were connected primarily to the site’s topographic features. Almost all
Bosporan cities were founded on high rocky capes or high ground. The
ancient city site near the village of Zavetnoe was situated on a very low
cape that stretched far out to sea. A small river flowed to the sea north of
the site. This feature still calls into question the identification of this site
with the city of Akra mentioned by Strabo (11. 2. 8) and by Pliny the Elder
(NH 4. 86).! However, the discovery of a developed fortification system
and the development of urban quarters clearly indicates that an important
urban centre existed in this location. Nowadays, most of the cape has been
flooded by the waters of the Kerch Strait (Fig. 1).

There are three main stages in the history of the site’s exploration.
The initial stage is connected to discoveries made by A. V. Kulikov,
V. N. Kholodkov, and K. K. Shilik in the first half of the 1980s. After
winter storms, Kulikov, who was a schoolboy at the time, compiled a re-
presentative collection of ancient coins, including a golden stater of
Cotys II dated to 132 AD. He also made the first visual plan of the coastal
territory with indications of discovered areas of urban development.?

* The study was completed within the scope of the program of the Fundamental
Scientific Studies of the State Academy of Sciences, state assignment topic No.
FMZF-2022-0013 “Improving the methodology of conducting security and
rescue archaeological activities and the introduction of digital technologies into
archaeology”.

I Maslennikov 2023 [4. A. Macnennuxos, “N3nytpu niu caapyxu? (O ‘craryce’
IocesIeHNs Ha MbIce 310K, MaJIbIX TOPOAAaX M ‘BHYTPEHHeH KonoHM3aImu bocmopa”,
Ilpobnemvl ucmopuu, unonoeuu, kynomyput] 177; Agbunov 1987 [M. B. ArOyHoB,
Anmuynasn noyus Yepnozo mopsa], 107-108.

2 Shamray 2012 [4. H. lampai, “Crensl aHTHYHBIX [MOCTPOEK Ha Oepery
nponuBa y cena HabGepexxHoe (k uctopuu oTkpbiTus Akpsl)”, in: XIII Bocnopckue
umenus), 450.
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Fig. 1. General view of the Akra city site from the south-east.

A key event in the localization of Akra was the creation of the Bos-
poran Underwater Archaeological Division headed by K. K. Shilik in the
Sector of the Ancient Archaeology, Leningrad Department of the Institute
of Archaeology AS USSR (now the Institute for the History of Material
Culture RAS) in 1982. From 1983 to 1986, he discovered a defensive wall
and towers of the flooded city site, along with an Early Hellenistic well.?

The second stage of Akra exploration took place during the mid-1990s.
The expedition of the Kerch Historical and Cultural Reserve headed by
A. V. Kulikov conducted work both on land and underwater from 1994 to
1997. The aboveground archacological excavations of 1994-1997 in the
coastal area at a part of the spill outlined prospects for research on the
Akra of the Roman period. Unearthed areas of urban development from
that period strongly suggest that Akra homebuilding in the first centuries
AD was conducted according to planning principles developed back in the
Hellenistic Age. In addition, it was established that Akra archaeological
findings dated to the Middle Ages were not accidental at the site. They

3 Shilik 2013 [K. K. HIunuxk, “Antndnsie ropoaa Ha nae KepueHCKOro nposmea
(uctopust nouckoB u otkpbiTuii)”, in: I1. E. CopokuH (ed.), H3yuenue namsmnuros
MOPCKOIL apxeonocuu].



64 Sergey Solovyev, Viktor Vakhoneev

originate from a cultural layer of that time, areas of which were discovered
during the archaeological excavations.*

Along with the aboveground excavations, underwater surveys of Akra
were conducted. They focused on examining the defensive wall of the city
and the secondary fixation of the tower. During the underwater surveys,
stone pavements and masonry walls were also traced.’

The third stage of the archaeological research on Akra is linked with
the work of a complex archaeological expedition, created in 2011 on the
initiative of the State Hermitage to study the flooded part of the ancient
town.6 This study is ongoing. Its tasks include conducting an archaeological
survey in the water area of the ancient town, as well as conducting systematic
full-scale underwater excavations to study the planning and character of the
urban development, the typology, the features of homebuilding, the system
of fortification and its elements, the examination of previously discovered
archaeological objects, and the search for new ones to make a relevant
topographic plan of the city. This is urgent because the underwater and
coastal parts of the site are gradually disappearing as a consequence of
natural influences (wind, water, chemical erosion) and human activity.”

Overall, the ancient city site of Akra presently has two distinct areas of
study. The first one lies underwater. It accounts for about 70 % of the site’s
area and avoided complete destruction by breakers in the strait due to lucky
circumstances. In the fourth century BC, the small low cape the settlement
was founded on was cut off by the sturdy defensive stone wall. It served as
a kind of protection that preserved cultural layers adjacent to it from water
erosion. The degree of preservation of the wall greatly varies in different
areas — from 0.3 m in the sea area to 1.6 m in the coastal area (Fig. 2). It
directly affected the thickness of the preserved cultural layers. Another
important feature of the flooded part of the city site is that all deposits
of the cultural layer and the underwater remains of buildings are dated
exclusively to the Hellenistic period (Fig. 3). Layers that formed in Akra
in the Roman period were completely destroyed in the underwater area.

4 Kulikov 2001 [4. B. Kynuxos, “Otuet 00 HCCICAOBAHUAX AaHTHIHOTO TOPOIH-
ma Akpa B mosieBoM ce3oHe 1997 1.”, Apxue I'BY PK “Bocmouno-Kpvimckuil ucmo-
PpuKo-KyemypHuli myseti-3anogeonux '], 21; Kulikov 2007, 1040.

5 Grabovetskiy—Kulikov 1998 [C. B. I pabogeyxuii, A. B. Kynukos, “Obcne-
JIOBaHME aHTUYHOTO IOCeNeHHs B paifoHe o3epa Aneim (Bocrounsiii Kpsim)”,
U3yuenue namamuuxos mopckou apxeonozuu], 82.

¢ Solovyev—Vakhoneev 2015, 188-201.

7 Solovyev et al. 2021 [C. JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees, JI. I [llenko, Axpa —
anmuunwlii 20po0 Ha Esponetickom Bocnope], 11, 30, 31.
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Fig. 2. The masonry of the underwater defensive wall in the coastal area.

Fig. 3. Ceramic spindle whorl with graffiti found
in an Hellenistic house.
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It is worth noting that the founding of the city on a very low cape that
stretches far out to sea, in a place so unusual for other Bosporan coastal
cities, had a very negative effect on the entire subsequent history of Akra
despite the convenience of its defence. We can assume that Akra was
founded in the Phanagorian regression period.® The sea level was lower,
and the cape itself was accordingly higher. After the end of the regression,
the coastal areas of the city began to be regularly flooded and even
swamped. One should add that, just before the dawn of the Common Era,
Strabo (11. 2. 8) called Akra “a small village” (kopiov). If we consider
that he borrowed some information from the periplus of Artemidorus
of Ephesus, Akra could already have had such a status at the end of the
second century BC.? Obviously, there had to be important reasons for the
change in the city’s status. It appears that the worsening of ecological
and sanitary conditions due to constant floods may have significantly
influenced this process.

Another observation made during the excavations that can also
indirectly point to the floods is that significant sterile sand beddings were
traced under some areas of Hellenistic development.'® They could have
been arranged specifically for groundwater drainage. It is no coincidence
that all storage pits discovered underwater had stone facings with clay
daubs (Fig. 4). In the base of a tower construction near the defensive wall
(Fig. 5), wooden crates built of longitudinal and transverse beams were
found. One of the reasons for such a construction of the foundation could
be the high groundwater or seawater level that came to an ancient surface
during the construction of the tower in the second half or the end of the
fourth century BC.

We should note another important feature of the modern site’s topo-
graphy — cultural layers preserved only in areas close to the defensive
wall and as far as a few dozen meters from it. The further away from
the wall, the worse is the preservation of the layer. Thus, we can assume
that the area of the preserved cultural layer from the Hellenistic period
occupies about 1.7 thousand m?2 out of 3 hectares of the flooded part. The
aboveground area of about 0.45 hectares was not considered.

8 Vakhoneev 2015 [B. B. Baxonees, “TlonsoaHoe ropoauiie AKpa 1 U3MEHEHHE
ypoBHS Mopst B IV B. 110 H. 3.”, in: XVI Bocnopckue umenus), 44.

9 Zavoykin 2022 [A. A. 3asotixun, “KuTeil: pa3MbIIUICHAS O ‘MaIOM 00CIIOPCKOM
ropone’”, [pesnocmu bocnopal, 106.

10 Vakhoneev—Solovyev 2023 [B. B. Baxonees, C. JI. Conogves, “Apxeonoru-
4eCKHe HCCIIeJ0BaHNs aHTUIHOT0 ropoaumma Akpa B 2023 r.”, broanemens UHUMK

PAH: oxpannas apxeonozus), 189.
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Fig. 4. The storage pit no. 3/2017c with stone facing.

Fig. 5. A part of the Akra defensive wall with a tower. Aerial photograph.
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Currently, the defensive wall has been explored to a length of
just over 150 m. The whole length of the wall could reach 250 m.!!
It starts at a distance of 94-98 m from the modern water’s edge (in
different years, the line of the water’s edge has been moving) at
a depth of —3.60 m according to the Baltic system. It is evident that
in ancient times the defensive wall started right in the sea, where
a section entering the water was composed of large blocks. Then
it went north-west over the land, shielding the low cape with the
settlement on it. The wall was built in the first half of the fourth
century BC. It was partly rebuilt in the last quarter of the fourth to the
beginning of the third century BC. The defensive wall ceased to be
used for its intended purpose no later than the turn of the third to the
second century BC. The excavations of the coastal area Beregovoy in
2016, as well as the prospecting shafts of 1985, showed that the wall
was blocked by the remains of buildings from the first to the third
centuries AD.!2

The Hellenistic urban development of Akra included residential
houses of the typical planning scheme, arranged in city blocks.!> The
area of the city itself was about 3.5 hectares. Currently, the remains of
at least six building complexes from the second half of the fourth to the
early third century BC and from the third to second century BC were
discovered underwater.'4

The layers of the Roman period are preserved only in the aboveground
part of the site — about 4.5 thousand m2.15

11 Vakhoneev 2021 [B. B. Baxonees, “O00pOHHUTENBHBIC COOPYKEHHS OOCIIOP-
ckoro ropoaa Akpa”, Bocnopckue ucciedoganusi), 42—64.

12 Shilik 1987 [K. K. Hlunux, “VccrenoBanne aHTUIHOM AKpEI”, Apxeonocu-
yeckue omxpurmust 1985 2.1, 632; Solovyev 2017 [C. JI. Conosves, Omuem o HayuHo-
ucciedosamenvcxoll pabome. Apxeonocuneckue packonku Ha 8blA61eHHOM 00beKme
apxeonocuueckoeo Hacieous “Aumuynoe eopoouwje Axpa’” na 60CmMOUHOU OKpaune
noc. 3agemnoe 6 Jlenunckom patione Pecnyonuxu Kpvim ¢ 2016 2.], 29.

13 Solovyev—Vakhoneev—Kuznetsov 2017 [C.JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees,
A. B. Kysneyos, “TlogBomHble apXeoIOrn4eckrue packolKKU aHTUYHOTO ropojga Axpa
B 2015 rony”, Apxeonoeuueckuii coopuuk I ocyoapcmeennoco Spmumasical, 165-176.

14 Vakhoneev—Solovyev 2018, 247.

15 Kulikov 2007, 1040; Solovyev et al. 2019 [C. JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees,
M. M. Axmaoeesa, A.B. Kysneyos, “VlccnemoBaHusi aHTUYHOTO Toponma AKkpa
B 2016 rony”, Apxeonocuueckuii cooprux Iocyoapcmeennoco Spmumadca], 135—
154; Vakhoneev 2012 [B. B. Baxonees, “Tonorpadus U miaHUPOBKa aHTHYHOTO
ropomuita Akpa”, XIII bocnopckue umenus), 75-79.
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The discovery of developments dating to Roman times suggests that
Akra had sufficiently dense development on the high part of the ancient
cape during that period. The same situation is observed in the other
Bosporan town, Myrmekion, which Strabo (11. 2. 6) defined as koun.
Earlier it was thought that, in Roman times, Myrmekion consisted of
a series of estates, sometimes even fortified, with wastelands between
them. However, excavations in recent years have convincingly shown
that, despite significant changes in the spatial organization of the city in
Roman times compared with the Hellenistic age, Myrmekion had fairly
dense development in the western and central parts of the city site.!©

Additionally, traces of life in the early medieval period were found
in the aboveground excavations in Akra. In excavation area I, part of
a layer from the eighth and ninth centuries AD was traced. In the upper
layers of the Zapadnyy excavation area, an oval (in the ground plan view)
pit no. 2 with a depth of 0.8 m was unearthed (Fig. 6). At the bottom

3 o ol
. s § 3 = > ) e oF.
i3 A2 G .- Ll

Fig. 6. The medieval pit in the excavation area Zapadnyy.

16 Milikhina 2022 [H. H. Munuxuna, “TIpo0Onems! ucciaeqoBanuss MupMeKkust
PHUMCKOTO BpeMeHH (Tonorpaduueckuii acnekr)”, Apxeonoeuueckue secmu], 105.
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of the pit, a jar of the Taman type from the ninth to eleventh centuries
AD was found. There were also a few fragments of such vessels in the
filling. Due to the discovery of this pit, we can assume that there are
other early medieval complexes in the aboveground part of Akra.
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The article is devoted to the latest archaeological research on the ancient settlement
of Akra on a sandy embankment near the village of Zavetnoye in eastern Crimea.
This ancient settlement was localized only in the early 1980s, and the history of its
study has 3 stages. The authors analyze the reasons why the cultural layer was
preserved underwater and was not destroyed by surf waves as on other coastal
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archaeological sites. Special attention is paid to the topography and layout of the
monument in the Hellenistic and Roman periods.

The settlement is divided into two very different research sites: underwater and
terrestrial. The underwater part accounts for about 70 % of the monument’s
territory. It was preserved due to the presence of a powerful defensive wall built in
the 4t century BC. Cultural layers under water were preserved only in areas close
to this wall. The Hellenistic urban development of Akra included residential houses
of the typical planning scheme, arranged in city blocks. At least six building
complexes from this time were studied there.

Unfortunately, the layers from Roman times have not been preserved under-
water, while on a small piece of land, arcas of dense buildings from the first
centuries AD have recently been discovered. Finally, the latest research has also
confirmed the presence of life in the settlement in the early medieval period.

Crarpsi NOCBsIIEHA MOCIECAHUM apXEOJOTHMYECKUM HCCIIEAOBAHUSIM AHTUYHOTO
ropoauia AKpa Ha ecyaHOW HaChINH y cena 3aBeTHoe B Boctounom Kpeimy. 910
aHTHYHOE TOPOIUIIE OBLIO JIOKATM30BaHO TONBKO B Havane 1980-x IT., U ucTopus
€ro M3y4eHHUs HACUMUTHIBAeT 3 3Tama. ABTOPHI aHAIM3UPYIOT MPUYMHEI, IO KOTO-
PBIM KYIBTYPHBIA CITOW COXpaHWJICS TIOA BOMOOW, a HE OBUI pa3pylIcH BOJTHAMHU
npubos, Kak Ha IPyrux MNPUOPEKHBIX apXeoJornyeckux oobekrax. Ocoboe BHU-
MaHHe YIeNsSeTCsl TONOorpaguy W IUIAHUPOBKE MAMSITHHUKA B AIUITMHUCTHYECKUI
Y PUMCKHH MEepUObIL.

T'opoauiue pazaeneHo Ha ABa COBEPLIEHHO Pa3HbIX y4yacTKa: OABOAHBIN U Ha-
3eMHbIH. [TonBoaHast yacTs cocrasisier okoio 70 % Tepputopun namarHuka. OHa
COXpaHIIach Ormarofapsi HATMYMIO MOIIHON O0OOPOHHUTENBHOW CTEHBI, TOCTPOCH-
Hoil B IV Beke 10 H. 3. KynbTypHble ciiou, HaXoAsuecs moj BOJOH, COXpaHUIUCh
TOJIBKO B paiiOHax, HEMOCPEICTBEHHO MpUJIEratoluX K 3Toi crene. ['oponackas 3a-
CTporiKa AKpBl B JUIMHUCTUYECKUI MEPHOA BKIIIOYANA JKUJIbIE 1OMa THUIHYHOMN
IUTAHUPOBOYHOM CXEMBI, PACIIONOKEHHBIE B TOPOJACKUX KBapTramax. 37ech ObUIO
M3Yy4€HO 10 MEHBIIEH Mepe ECTh KOMIUIEKCOB 3JaHUIl 3TOr0 BpEMEHHU.

K coxxanenuto, ciou, OTHOCSIINECS K PUMCKOMY MEPUOIY, HE COXPAHUINUCH
oJ] BOJOM, B TO BpeMsl Kak Ha HEOOIBIIOM yJYacTKe CYIIN HEIaBHO ObLia HCCITe-
JI0BaHa IUIOTHAs 3aCTpOMKa NMEpBbIX BEKOB Halleil 3pel. HakoHen, nocineaHue uc-
CJEIOBaHMs TAK)K€ MOATBEPANUIIN MPUCYTCTBUE KU3HU Ha MOCEIEHUU B NEPUOL
PaHHET0 CPEeTHEBEKOBBSI.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF
THE STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM AT
THE SITE OF NYMPHAION IN 2019 AND 2021

The review focuses on archaeological research of the State Hermitage
Expedition at the site of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021. The site is located
on Kamysh-Burun Cape, 17 km southwest of Kerch center (Russian Fede-
ration, Republic of Crimea, Eltigen District). The works were concentrated
in two locations of the site, Sector M and Sector O.

Sector M

Sector M is situated on the southern border of the Nymphaion site. The
sector has already been under investigation for more than 40 years. An
ancient theater has been partly uncovered here (since 2009, Fig. 1). The
complex of the theater was accessible through propylaia bearing an
inscription on their architrave: ®eonpomnidng MeyakAéog v €icodov
avébniev Aloviowt dyovobBetéwmv Aegdkwvog Gpyoviog Boomodpo ol
®eodooing kol thg Zvoikig whong kal Topetéov kol Aavdapiov kol
WPnoodv. Mention of King Leukon I and his titles points to the 4 century
BC as the date of construction of the theater complex.!

Excavations of the theater were continued in 2019 and 2021. For the
moment, the diameter of the structure is estimated to be about 30 m. The
maximum height of the rows was 5 m. We can assume that the theater was
erected during the rule of Leucon I (389/388—349/348), while the date of
its destruction has not been determined yet. It also remains unclear whether
the building was completed or unfinished. After the theater collapsed, all
its area was covered with a layer of soil more than 6 m deep. In 2019 and
2021, the Expedition of the State Hermitage removed this mound from the
western part of the theater. The mound included strata of yellow, grey, and
ashen soil sloping towards the center of the theater at a 45° angle.

I Sokolova—Pavlichenko 2002 [O. 0. Cokonosa, H. A. ITaBauuenko, “Hosas
MOCBATHTENbHAS Haanuch u3 Humpes ], 99-121.
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Fig. 1. Sector M. General theater view.

The great majority of ceramic artifacts from the layer above the
theater are fragments of amphorae from the Hellenistic period, making
up 80 % of the total number of finds, not counting roof tiles. The finds
excluding amphorae are identified as follows: 46 % — redware pottery,
27 % — handmade vessels, 18 % — kitchenware, 5 % — glazed Hellenistic
tableware, 3% — greyware with grey polished surface, 1% — both red-
figure and black-figure pottery.

Ceramic materials belong mostly to the 240s—210s BC, as becomes
clear from epigraphic data — the stamps of Sinope and Rhodos.? The latest
of these is a Rhodian rhomboid stamp [€ri] / AAe&iua[yov] / [avéapu[ov]
(inv. no. H.19.45) dated back to ca. 147 BC.?

A large group of black-glaze pottery decorated in the West Slope
style and fragments of “Megarian” bowls also belong to the late 3t to
2nd centuries BC.

Among the rare ceramic finds, a fragmented kernos should be men-
tioned (inv. no. H.19.159, Fig. 2). Pieces of such vessels have been
previously found in Nymphaion (State Hermitage, inv. nos. H®.82.376,
H®.88.256, H®.89.117), mainly along with materials from the 4% to
3rd centuries BC. Similar kernoi were discovered in the sanctuary of De-
meter in Beregovoye 4.# They are traditionally treated as ritual artifacts.

2 All the finds of the seasons of 2019-2021 are stored in the Eastern Crimean
Historical and Cultural Museum Preserve.

3 Finkielsztejn 2001, 193 gr. IVb.

4 Zavojkin 2015 [A. A. 3aBoiikuH, “KepHocs! B cBsTmimine Jlemerpsl u Kops
Ha AsuaTtckoM bocniope”, Becmnux Huoicecopoockozo ynusepcumemal, 46—53.
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Fig. 2. Sector M. Fragmented
kernos (inv. no. H.19.159).

0 Scm
Fig. 3. Sector M. Greyware

oinochoe with a stamp
0 5cm (inv. no. H.19.36).

Another remarkable find is a stamp impressed on the body of what
was probably a greyware oinochoe (inv. no. H.19.36, Fig. 3). Similar
containers have been collected by A. V. Kovalchuk and are considered
to be measuring vessels.> The discovery of new samples of the type
contributes to a greater understanding of this group of material.

5 Kovalchuk 2012 [A. B. KoBanbuyk, “Bocnopckue mepHubie cocy sl [V-III BB.
1o H. 3.”, /[pesnocmu Bocnopa], 220-238.
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Sector O

Sector O was started in 2021 in the western field outskirt of the site in order
to find the main city gate, revise the planigraphy, and trace the defense line
of the site (Fig. 4). To lay out the sector, a plan of the Nymphaion site by

Plan of Nymphaion site by P. Du Brux (scaled to 1 2(}00)

Location of Sector ‘O’ at the place of intended gate towers
and a segment of main strect

= = = = Intended line of the main street from gate towers to acropolis

Fig. 4. Sector O. General plan of the sector. Overlay of the plan by
P. Du Brux and the modern topographic base.
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P. Du Brux was used.® The plan was overlaid over the modern topographic
base made by the experts of the Credo-Dialogue company (Minsk) under
the leadership of A. P. Pigin in 2014-2015.

On the relief of the area were two hills, 70 m in diameter and appro-
ximately 2.5 m in height, hypothetically identified as remains of two gate
towers. Between the hills there was a narrow passage, about 8 m in width,
correlating with a pass way between towers. Behind the hills is a ravine
that bore water in antiquity.

Sector O covers the surface of the intended towers and a part of the
intended main road (Fig. 5). The planned dimensions of the sector are
100100 m, measured on the north and south axes. In the field season of
2021, only six 5x5 m squares were excavated. The three most promising
sections were chosen to test the hypothesis of the location of the gate
towers and a road.

The most interesting results were obtained in Section 2, situated at
the place of the posited road between two gate towers. A depression of
the daylight surface is visible in this area. Furthermore, reconstruction of
the city’s road network based upon discovered segments of streets shows

I
|

Fig. 5. Sector O. Segment of the main street next to the gate towers.

¢ Tunkina 2002 [W. B. Tynakuna, Pycckas HAyka 0 K1accu4yeckux OpeeHOoCmsxX
I0za Poccuu (XVIII — cepeouna XIX 6.)], fig. 52.



78 Nadezhda Novoselova, Olga Sokolova

that the supposed segment lies on the same line with the street partially
unearthed in Sector BC.”

Under a topsoil layer and a mixed surficial layer of clayish soil, at
a depth of 0.6-0.7 m, there was a rammed surface composed of small
stones, large sherds, and clayish soil. The surface may be interpreted
as part of an ancient road, namely a segment of the main street of the
city stretching from the gate towers (Sector O) towards the acropolis
(Sector BC). The segment was pierced by several utility pits evidently
belonging to the Roman period. The pits were not excavated in the season
of 2021. Material from the layer of yellow clayish soil covering the
causeway is dated to the first centuries AD.

The results of studies in the seasons under discussion have enriched
our knowledge about the key objects of city infrastructure, such as the
theater and the main street connecting the gate towers and the acropolis.
In the following years, it is planned to expand Sector O to obtain new
information on the planigraphy of Nymphaion site.
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The review focuses on archaeological research of the State Hermitage Expedition
on the site of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021. The site is located on Kamysh-Burun
Cape, 17 km southwest of Kerch center (Russian Federation, Republic of Crimea,
Eltigen District). The works were concentrated in two locations of the site, Sector
M and Sector O. In Sector M, an ancient theater constructed in the first half of the
4th century BC was studied. In Sector O, a main city street and gate towers became
the subjects of research.

B nanHoM 0030pe npezcTaBiieHbl apXeoIorHyecke padoTsl sxcnenuunu [ocynap-
cTBeHHOTO DpMuTaka Ha ropoxmiie Himdett B 2019 u 2021 rr. Toponumie Hum-
¢eii pacnionoxxeno Ha Mbicy Kampi-bBypyn B 17 kM K 1oro-zamagy oT IieHTpa
Kepun (Poccwmiickas @enepanus, Pecrryomuka Kpeimv, . Kepub, Mukpopaiton Onsru-
reH). B 2019 n 2021 rogax paboTsl IPOBOAMIMCH HA ABYX YYacTKax — y4acTok M
u yyactok O. Ha yuactke M mpoBOAMIINCE HCCIIENOBAaHUSI aHTUYHOTO TeaTpa, Co-
opysxkeHHoro B 1-ii monoBune IV B. 10 H. 3.; Ha yuacTke O — uccienoBanus [ aBHO
TOPOJICKOM IOPOTH M BOPOTHBIX OallIeH.
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EXCAVATIONS AT MYRMEKION IN 2019-2023"

From 2019 to 2023, Myrmekion Archaeological Expedition of the
State Hermitage Museum continued its systematic investigation of the
settlement-site Myrmekion. Research was carried out in three distinct
areas within the site, each located in different parts of the settlement. In
the TS area, situated in the southwestern part of Myrmekion near the base
of the ancient acropolis, a substantial building dating from the 15t to the
3rd century AD was investigated. This structure is presumed to have been
an aristocratic estate. In the I excavation area, located in the monument’s
centre, efforts were made to explore the ancient city’s structure to the north
of the previously uncovered area. The goal here was to unearth the late
archaic city layer; however, this has not yet been accomplished, with only
Roman and Hellenistic period layers being excavated. Finally, in the M
area, situated on the south-eastern edge of the monument, investigations
aimed to trace the defensive wall’s route and to examine the necropolis
dating back to the 6% century BC located beneath it. Excavations were
halted in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the 2019 field season, no additional excavation areas were
initiated. Within the I area, the exploration of Roman period layers was
extended, leading to the uncovering of well-preserved walls belonging
to a residential structure from this era. The excavation of a large pit
was also continued. Among the notable discoveries in this area were
numerous fragments of terracotta marionettes and a fragment of a large,
ribbed glass bowl.

Within the area M, excavation extended across the part not hindered
by construction remnants, uncovering minor masonry fragments

* The study by N. Milikhina (Institute for the History of Material Culture,
RAS) was conducted within the framework of the implementation of the Federal
Research Institute programme “The oldest heritage of the South Russia: cities,
rural settlements, economic transformations according to natural science data”
(FMZF-2022-0013).
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and pavements dating back to the Classical and Hellenistic periods.
Additionally, the fill of an early defensive wall was exposed, parts of its
facades having been taken apart in antiquity. Beyond this later defensive
wall, faint traces of structures, presumably dating back to the early
5t century BC, were identified. Notably, several pits were discovered,
including one containing a Chian amphora dug into the ground, which
stands out among the findings. Of particular significance were two pits
that destroyed the masonry of the defensive wall. The artefacts retrieved
from these pits suggest that the wall’s construction cannot be dated earlier
than the beginning of the 3 century BC, significantly later than previous
estimations had proposed. This timeline also pertains to the initial,
subsequently dismantled masonry of the so-called “B” wall, implying
that the construction of the later “A” wall occurred even more recently.!
The necropolis excavation revealed four burials dating to the second half
of the 6" century BC, including three in-ground burials (two children’s
and one adult’s), two of them containing lonian-manufactured vessels.
An important finding was a small stone sarcophagus, seemingly intended
for a child, hewn from a single stone block (Fig. 1). After removal of
the lid, no skeletal remains were found, indicating possible complete
decomposition. Such sarcophagi from the archaic period are remarkably
rare in the Bosporus region.2

In the TS area, the destruction layer associated with Roman build-
ings was excavated. The primary focus was on layers dating to the
153 centuries AD. Upon removal of the debris, it was observed
that a significant portion of the structures had succumbed to fire, as
indicated by a dense layer of burnt material, replete with numerous
amphorae fragments. In the central square, a well-preserved furnace,
featuring parts of the vault and internal constructions, was unearthed.
Additionally, a lengthy covered drain was discovered on the western
edge of the excavation area, elucidating the layout of the presumed estate.
The investigation encompassed a total of seven rooms. Meriting special
attention among the artefacts is a bronze gemstone ring fragment with
an insert of a carnelian seal, engraved with a deity’s figure. Furthermore,
a series of pits dating from the 13™ to the 15% centuries AD was revealed,
one of which contained an undamaged ceramic flask.

! Butyagin—Kolosov 2023 [A. M. Byrsrun, B. I1. Konocos, “K npobieme
JTATUPOBKU BOCTOYHOM 4acTH OOOPOHHUTENBHON cucTeMbl Mupmekus”, in: Apxeo-
noeuyeckue secmu], 300-308.

2 Butyagin 2022, 195-204.
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Fig. 1. Myrmekion. Uncovering of the stone sarcophagus.
View from the south-west. The 24 half of the 6 century BC.

In the southern part of the TS area, excavations reached the virgin
soil layer, uncovering numerous pits dating back to the early 5 century
BC. Among the findings in this area there is a rare Bosporan coin-arrow
from the archaic period, along with several fragments of Attic and Eastern
Greek pottery. Additionally, beneath the masonry of the estate located in
the eastern section of the area, a burial dating to the 11%-9th centuries BC
was discovered. This contracted burial accompanied by a handmade bowl
represents the third burial from this period unearthed in proximity to the
acropolis, allowing us to assume the location of a Late Bronze Age necropolis.

Besides the main excavation, during a reconnaissance beyond the
north-eastern edge of Myrmekion, remnants of a settlement of the 4t cen-
tury BC were identified, characterized by pits and potential dugouts,
indicating an extended occupation of this area. Preliminary investigations
of the seabed near the site’s boundaries also took place, unveiling areas
dense with ceramic fragments. These seabed explorations suggest signi-
ficant potential for future underwater archaeological endeavours.
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In 2021, the expedition faced operational limitations due to reduced
funding. Despite these constraints, in the M area, an excavation was
extended southward to investigate the route of the defensive wall dating
back to the 3™ century BC. The top layers exposed during this endeavour
contained poorly preserved masonry and stone paving accompanied by
several pits that were attributed to the Roman period.

Concurrently, in the I area, investigation was focused on both the
central and northern sections. A concrete shelter, constructed in the 1960s
to protect a winery of the 3™ century BC, was dismantled by the team.
Its removal allowed for the complete uncovering of the winery room.
Subsequent excavations within this room aimed to authenticate the chro-
nology of a previously identified pit, uncovering a cellar dating to the
4th century BC, dug into an earlier layer.

In the northern section of the I area, further excavation refined the
understanding of the spatial arrangement of rooms revealed in prior
years. Preliminary analysis suggests that these Roman period structures
were constructed extending into Ash Hill II, an area associated with the
Hellenistic period.

In the vicinity of the layer situated beyond the urban confines, identified
in the preceding reconnaissance, a targeted excavation was initiated.
This research revealed a cultural layer 2 meters thick, rich with artefacts
dating to the 4% century BC. Given the amount of material uncovered, the
decision has been made to extend the exploration of Myrmekion’s suburbs
during the forthcoming seasons.

During 2022, comprehensive research on the cultural layer encom-
passing nearly the entire TS area was concluded. This investigation
revealed pits dating from the Archaic to the Roman period. Remarkable
complexes containing pottery from the early 6% century BC were iden-
tified, aligning with the estimated time of the settlement’s foundation. In
the M area, the remains of gates within the defensive wall, dating back to
the 31 century BC, were uncovered for the first time in the history of the
site’s exploration. Originating from these gates, a paved street extends
westward, its northern side flanked by the wall of a monumental structure.
Additionally, in a pit dating to the Roman period, a fragmented tombstone
bearing the inscription Ilepiavdpog MOpunkog was found (Fig. 2). This
discovery is particularly significant as it marks the first direct evidence of
the rare Bosporan name “Myrmex” within the settlement’s vicinity.?

3 Bekhter—Butyagin 2023a [A. I1. bextep, A. M. Byrsrun, “Haarpo6nas crena
Iepuangpa, cetHa Mupmexa”, in: Apxeonocuueckue gecmu), 175—-179.
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Fig. 2. Myrmekion. The funeral stele of Periandros, son of Myrmex.
Limestone. The 1% half to the middle of the 4™ century BC.
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Research in the I area situated in Myrmekion’s central part has
been continued to investigate the Roman-period layer. This exploration
revealed masonry extending from east to west, demarcating Roman
constructions from the Hellenistic-period Ash Hill II layers to the south.
Within these Hellenistic layers, a substantial quantity of period-specific
materials was unearthed, including a significant number of amphora
stamps. Particularly remarkable was the discovery of two large lead
letter fragments, a rarity since only one such artefact had been previously
discovered at Myrmekion (Fig. 3).* The most important finding of
2022 was a hoard of gold coins found within a small clay jug during
the clearing of a Roman period pit’s edges, lying in older Hellenistic
layers. This vessel contained 30 coins: 26 issued by Alexander the
Great and 4 by his brother Philip Arrhidaeus, marking the largest known
accumulation of such coins within the Bosporan Kingdom (Fig. 4). This
artefact challenges previous assumptions about the absence of these coins
in the region.’

In 2023, an extensive excavation of a large pit was conducted
within the TS area, and a new excavation trench directed southward has
been started. This work involved the removal of layers associated with
wartime activities and the remnants of a 19% century cellar. Additionally,
investigations partially uncovered layers and pits dating to the late
medieval period. The excavation of a well, first opened in 2000 and
subsequently preserved, was resumed, allowing for its clearance from
stone and earth debris down to a depth of 4.5 meters. Among the notable
finds were stone anchors, one of which uniquely bore the letter A.

In the M area, to facilitate the examination of the layers beneath,
the paving of a street leading to the gates was dismantled. This process
unveiled the street’s underlying layers, the foundation of the wall
adjacent to the gates, and a scattering of small stones where the wall and
street intersect. A significant find in this area was numerous iron scales,
potentially from Scythian armour. Moreover, a late Archaic-period fur-
nace was discovered, featuring a chimney made of amphora necks and
a firebox made from an amphora body.

4 Bekhter—Butyagin 2023b [A. I1. Bextep, A. M. ByTsrus, “CBHHIOBBII apXuB
Mupwmekus (0630p)”, in: Bocnopckuii penomen: quarta pars saeculi. Umoeu, 6onpocwl,
ouckKyccuu (Mamepuaibl MesicOyHapooHou HayyHol kongepenyuu)], 365-370.

5 Butyagin 2023 [A. M. ByTsrun “MoneTtsl Anekcannpa Bemukoro Ha Bocriope
n Mupwmexkuiickuit kinan 2022 roga”, in: Arexcandp Makeoouckuii: nyme na Boc-
mox], 89-90.
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T e e e e e e e e e e e e e r e e e e e e nerennen
Fig. 3. Two fragments of lead letters. The 4t"—3r4 centuries BC.

Fig. 4. Uncovering of the hoard of staters of the Alexander the Great type.
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Meanwhile, in the I area, the exploration was focused on the floors of
buildings of the first centuries AD, reaching down to the levels dating to
the late Classical and early Hellenistic periods.

The investigations carried out by the Myrmekion expedition over the
recent five-year period have been remarkably successful.® This period
has seen considerable advancements in understanding the settlement’s
topography, a revision of the defensive wall's construction date, the
uncovering of a unique hoard of gold coins, and the discovery of new
epigraphic materials. These achievements not only enhance our com-
prehension of the site, but also contribute significantly to the broader field
of archaeological research, offering new insights into the historical and
cultural dynamics of the region.
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From 2019 to 2023, excavations at the Myrmekion settlement site were conducted
in three main areas: the central (I), the western (TS), and the eastern (M). Within
the area M, a necropolis from the second half of the 6t century BC was discovered,
as well as a section of a defensive wall with a gate and a paved street leading to it.
The construction of the wall dates back to the turn of the 34 to the 21d centuries BC,
judging from the found materials. A fragmentary tombstone stele with the
inscription [Tepiavépoc MOpunkog was found near a Roman era pit. At the site
I during the study of a house from the first centuries AD and layers of the Hellenistic
Ash-Hill II, fragments of two lead letters were found. In addition, a hoard of
30 gold staters of the Alexander the Great type, dating back to the late 4t century
BC, was found in a ceramic vessel. Excavations in the TS area have been continued
to uncover estates of the 15t to 3t centuries AD. A Late Bronze Age grave was also
found under one of the Roman era walls. An area to the northeast of the settlement
with a layer from the 4th century BC was studied, as well.

B 2019-2023 rr. ropoauie Mupmekuii HcCIenoBaIOCh B LEHTpaJbHOHN (yua-
crok W), 3amagnoii (TC) u Boctounoit (M) gactsax. Ha ygactke M OTKpHIT HEKpo-
oI BTOpOM monoBuHEI VI B. 10 H. 3., a Takke 4acTh 0OOPOHUTEIHLHON CTEHBI
C BOpOTaMHU, K KOTOPBIM BeZIeT MomeHas yauna. OTKPBITEIE MaTepHAIIbI TIO3BOJISIOT
OTHECTH coopyxeHHe cTeHbl K pydexy III-1I BB. 10 H.5. Panom B siMe puMcKoro
BpPEMEHHN HaiileHa (parMeHTHpOBaHHas HaArpoOHas crena ¢ Haamuchio “Ilepu-
aHzap, celH Mupmeka”. Ha ydactke W uccnenoBancs A0OM PUMCKOTO BpeMEHH
u ciou 30apHHKA I1. [Ipy 3TOM 0OHApYKEHBI PparMeHTHI ABYX CBUHIIOBBIX ITHCEM.
31ech B IMHHIHOM COCYJI€ OTKPBIT Kaj U3 30 30J0ThIX CTaTepoB TUIA AJeKcaHapa
MakenoHCKoT0, OTHOCSIIUIHCS K KoHIy IV B. 1o H. 3. Ha ywyactke TC mpomon-
»kanmuch packorku ycane6 I-III BB. H. 3. OTKpBITO Takke morpeOeHHe 3IOXH
Mo3/HeH OpoH3BI B CKOpUEHHOI mo3e. K ceBepo-BOCTOKY OT ropoAuIa HCCIeno-
BaJICSl YYacToOK co cjoeMm 1V B. 110 H. 3.
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RESCUE EXCAVATIONS AT
THE PARTHENION CITY SITE IN 2020*

Ancient written tradition has preserved information about two Bosporan
cities situated in the coastal zone of the northeastern tip of Kerch peninsula
to the northeast of the modern city of Kerch (The Republic of Crimea),
Parthenion and Porthmion. They are associated with ancient ruins located
between the modern villages of Opasnoe and Zhukovka.! The distance in
a straight line between the two ancient cities is just 1.3 km. Parthenion sits
near the northern outskirts of the village of Opasnoe. It occupies part of an
elevated plateau with an area of about 3.5 ha that juts out in the form of
a small cape to the southeast to a low-lying part of the drying Celimbernyj
(Yeni Kale) firth. This site is one of the least-studied Greek cities of the
European Bosporus. To date, almost 400 m?2 of the area of the site have
been unearthed.> The obtained data allow us to assert with confidence that

* The study by M. Yu. Vakhtina and E. V. Chetverkina was conducted
within the framework of the implementation of the Federal Research Institute
“The oldest heritage of the South Russia: cities, rural settlements, economic
transformations according to natural science data” (FMZF-2022-0013); the study
by S. L. Solovyev and V. V. Vakhoneev was conducted within the framework of
the implementation of the Federal Research Institute “Methodology improvement
of rescue archaeological action and the introduction of digital technology in
archaeology” (FMZF-2022-0020).

I Grinevich 1927 [K. D. I'puHeBHY, “ApXeoIOTHUECKHAE PA3BEAKU B CEBEPO-
BocTouHOW Yactu KepdueHckoro monyoctpoBa”, in: Mzgecmus Taepuueckozo
0bwecmasa ucmopuu, apxeonozuu u smuoepaguu], 5S1; Veselov 1952 [B. B. Becenos,
“JIpesrne ropoauma B paione Cumsiruao (K Bompocy o mecromonoxxennu Ilap-
¢derns u [opdmus)”, in: Apxeonoeus u ucmopus Bocnopa], 227-238; Veselov 2005
[B. B. Becenos, Ceoonas 6edomocmsb pe3yibmamos apxeonrocuieckux pazgedok Ha
Kepuencxom u Tamancrkom nonyocmposax ¢ 19491964 22.], 15.

2 On the exploration of Parthenion, see Kastanayan 1958 [E. I'. KacrauasH,
“Apxeonormueckas pasBenka Ha ropoxuiie ITapdennit B 1949 r.”, in: Bocnopckue
eopoda], 254-265; Bessonova—Stolyarenko—Kropotov 2010 [C. C. becconosa,
II. T. Cronsapenko, B. B. Kponotos, “Hauano uccienoBaHuil Ha ropojuie
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Mapdennit”, in: ZYMBOAA. Aumuunviii mup Cegeprozo IIpuuepromopws. Hosvle

90



Rescue Excavations at the Parthenion City Site in 2020 91

the city site existed continuously from the second half of the sixth century
BC to the first half of the second century AD.3

In 2020, a rescue archaeological expedition of the IHMC RAS con-
ducted rescue archeological excavations of the ancient city and its nec-
ropolis.* These measures were urgently needed because of the construction
of a supply water line to the settlements of the eastern tip of the Kerch
Peninsula. A route of the water line crossed a protective zone of the city
site from the northeast. It cut into a lower part of a steep southeastern
slope under a central part of the site.

In 2020, the archaeological excavations were carried out at the
Parthenion city site on an area of 520 m? and at its southwestern necropolis
on an area of 420 m?.

Excavations of the City Site

An explored part of the city site was located on the southeastern slope
of the cape, along a railway technological platform, and turned to the
West along a road paved with gravel.> Before the beginning of the work,
a construction company dug a trench for the water line with the width of
1.5 m and the depth of 1.3 m through almost the entire area. During the
field works, the trench was divided into sections with a length of 10 m to
ease the fixation of the stratigraphy of cultural layers (Fig. 1). The layers
of the Ancient Period were a thick layer of loose lumpy loam of a light
brown color and its shades. There were multiple heaps of rocks in the

Haxooku u omkpuimus], 22, 23; Stolyarenko—Kropotov 2012 [I1. T'. Cronsipenko,
B. B. Kpomoros, “Uccnenosanue ropoauma [lapdennit”, in: Apxeonoeiuni docnio-
aicenns 6 Yxpaini 6 2011 p.], 120-122; Stolyarenko—Kropotov 2013 [I1. I'. CtonsipeHko,
B. B. Kpomnotos, “PaboTsl skcnienumuu ‘[lapdenuii’”, in: Apxeonoziuni docnio-
arcenns 6 Yrpaini ¢ 2012 p.], 89-91; Stolyarenko 2014 [II. T. Cromspenko, “Uc-
cienoBanus Ha ropoautie [lappennii”, in: Apxeonociuni docaiddcenns 6 Ykpaini
62013 p.], 77-78.

3 In the previous years during the excavations led by N. G. Stolyarenko, the
remains of residential houses of the Late Archaic Period, a base of a defensive wall
from the first half of the 5% century BC, and the complex of the Late Hellenistic
period were unearthed.

4 Vakhtina et al. 2021 [M. FO. Baxtuna, C. JI. Conosbes, I1. I. Cronsipenko,
B. B. Baxonees, E. B. UerBepkuna, “CriacaTeIbHbIEC apXeOJIOTHUECKHAE PACKONIKY Ha
ropoautne 1 Hekpornone Ilapdenus B 2020 1.”, brornemens MHMK PAH: oxpannas
apxeonoeus).

5 Vakhtina et al. 2021.
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Fig. 1. Parthenion. A trench with the remains
of Hellenistic Period buildings.

layer. Material from the first centuries AD prevailed in it. Most of the
explored layer under it was of similar shades but denser. It contained
materials mostly from the Hellenistic Age. Lower there was another denser
dark brown loam on top of the bed soil, almost without findings. The bed
soil along the entire length of the trench is a white-eye clay. Its upper part
has shades from dark grey to grayish-yellow. Besides the described basic
layers along the entire length of the trench, lots of different local layers,
sublayers, and lenses were fixed.

During the archaeological excavations conducted in this area, re-
mains of urban buildings of the Hellenistic Period were found: different
aboveground remains of buildings and soil structures, mainly household
pits. The aboveground remains of buildings consisted of: (1) large-
scale residential houses of an urban type with stone wall bases, stone
pavements of yards, and a drain; (2) a winery, whose construction includes
two reservoirs coated with caementum, part of a pressing ground, and
a tarapan (the lower part of a grape press). A representative collection of
archeological material was found. It includes fragments of amphorae from
different Black Sea coastal region and Mediterranean centers of production,
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fragments of table and cooking ware, and roofing tile. Meanwhile, among
the archaeological materials from the filling of the rooms of the residential
houses were also examples of Attic painted dinner and black-glazed ware,
relief pottery made in Asia Minor, Pontus, and Bosporus. Of particular
note are the findings of bronze coins, fragments of terracotta figurines,
lamps, different types of bronze, and lead and stone artifacts. Most of the
finds can be dated to the Hellenistic Period. There was also pottery dated
to the first centuries AD.

Among the most interesting of the uncovered buildings are the remains
of a composite winery, the first one found on this site.® Three standardly
positioned adjacent reservoirs measuring 1.60 x 1.02 m, with a depth of
1.35 m and with three pressing grounds, belong to the winery complex
(Fig. 2). One of the stone drains was found in a heap of rocks in the
filling of reservoir 3. The walls of the reservoirs are made of big and

Fig. 2. Parthenion. Sector 9. The remains of the winery. View from the west.

¢ Vakhtina et al. 2021, 128-129, fig. 8, 9.
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medium-sized rubble stone. The partition walls between them consist of
small, carefully hewn limestone blocks with a width of 0.25 m. The walls
of the reservoirs and the beds of the pressing ground are covered with 4 to
5 layers of cement plaster. The filling of the reservoirs consisted of three
layers: the upper part was filled with loose, light brown loam; under it there
was a layer of loam with a heap of small and medium-sized stones and
collapsed plaster; underneath that were sublayers of loam, sea sand, shells
and seagrass. The trench of the water line had partially destroyed reservoirs
1 and 2 and the pressing grounds adjacent to them from the east. From the
north, the winery was limited by a stone wall 27, unearthed to the length
of 5.05 m in length, with a width of 0.70 m. The masonry was single-
row, self-faced and two-faced. It is made of stones of different sizes and
is oriented to the east and west. Two pressing grounds were adjacent to it.
A pit for a weight for the press was found 1.50 m away to the west of the
reservoirs. It was square and lined with stone. Its sides were 0.80 m long.
A fragment of the weight was found in a soil heap of the supply water line
trench. Pavement 9 was adjacent to the pit on the west.

Among the individual finds, noteworthy is a fragment of a bottom
and a near-bottom part of a ceramic mold for fabricating relief bowls
(Fig. 3. 1, 2) found in sector 3.7 The mold was made of gray clay with
single inclusions of limestone. A light grey engobe was applied to its
outside surface. A preserved part of the mold was about 5.5 cm tall, the
diameter of its bottom was 6.8 cm, and the width of its walls ranged from
0.5 cm in the upper part to 0.9 cm in the lower part. On an inside part,
a fragment of a floral ornament was preserved. Groups of four narrow
leaves alternated with broad ones. One such broad leaf is best preserved
in a central part of the fragment. Vertical lines of dots are placed between
the leaves. On the inside surface of the bottom is part of an eight-petal
rosette and a signature “AHMH[TPIOY]”. The mold was intended for
fabricating relief bowls in a “workshop by Demetrios”. Nowadays its
traces in Bosporus are relatively well-known and studied.® Bowls made in

7 Vakhtina et al. 2021, 123-132, fig. 12.

8 Blavatsky 1959 [B. . bnaBarckuii, “O mpoHW3BOACTBE ‘MErapcKux’ dYarll
B [Mantukanee”, Kpamkue coobwenus Hncmumyma ucmopuu MmamepuaibHo Kyib-
mypui], fig. 62; Shurgaya 1962 [H. T lllypras, “O mpou3BOACTBE IJUTHHUCTUICCKOM
penbedHoit kepamuku Ha bocmope”, in: Mamepuanvt no apxeonocuu Ceepenoco
Tpuuepnomopws), 117; Loseva 1962 [H. M. Jlocesa, “O0 uMIopTe u MECTHOM
MPOU3BOACTBE ‘Merapckux’ 4am Ha bocriope”, in: [lanmuxaneii], fig. 6, 2; Gajdukevich
1958 [B. ®. TaiinykeBuu, “Packonku Mupmexus u Tuputaku B 1946-1952 rr.”,
in: Bbocnopckue eopooa], 209, puc. 66; Gajdukevich 1959 [B. @. TIaiinykeBuy,
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Fig. 3. Parthenion. 1, 2 — the fragment of the mold for fabricating
“Megarian” bowls; 3 — the fragment of the bottom of the relief bowl
with the signature.

the workshop by Demetrios imitated imported Ephesian vessels that had
a similar system of decoration. At that time, relief pottery from Ephesus
was widespread in materials from Panticapaeum.” Bowls with floral
ornaments from the workshop by Demetrios are dated within the first half
of the second century BC!? or to the end of the second or the beginning of
the first century BC.!! One of the departments of this workshop probably
existed in Parthenion. During the excavations of the city site, fragments
of “Megarian” bowls made in the workshop by Demetrios were also

Mupmexuii I1. Cogemckue packonku ¢ 1956 2. (1934-1956)], 79, fig. 85; Gajdukevich—
Mikhailovsky 1961 [B. ®@. Taiinykesudy, K. MuxaiinoBckuii, “MupMeKuii B cBeTe
COBETCKO-TIONBCKUX HccienoBanuii”’, in: HMccredosanus no apxeonoeuu CCCP.
Coopnux 6 uecmwv npogpeccopa M. U. Apmamonosal], 131, fig. 3; Butyagin—Kasparov
2019, 111-112, fig. 5.

9 Zhuravlev 2011 [. B. XKypasnes, “HoBble Hax0IKH M03JHEITMHAUCTHYECKON
KepaMUKH M CBETWIHHUKOB W3 [lanTHkamnes”, [Ipobremvt ucmopuu, guinonozuu,
Kynvmyput], 223.

10 Grzegrzotka 2010, 30, see catalogue.

I Kovalenko 1996, 55-57; Vnukov—Kovalenko 1998 [C. IO. Baykos,
C. A. KoBanenko, “ ‘Merapckue’ gamm ¢ ropoauiia Kapa-To6e”, in: Darunucmuueckas
u pumckas kepamuxa 6 Cegeprom Ipuueprnomopuwe), 71; Zhuravlev 2011, 224.
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found. There is a fragment of a bottom with a signature among them
(Fig. 3. 3). No doubt the finding of the fragment of the mold expands our
understanding both of the work of the workshop by Demetrios and of the
economic life of the ancient city.

Among the individual findings we should also note the find of a clay
model of a Greek warship.!2

Excavations of the Necropolis

The necropolis of Parthenion is located about 750—1000 m to the south-
west of the city site on top of a ridge dominating the village of Opasnoe.!?
From here, you have a picturesque view of the northeastern tip of the
Kerch peninsula, of the northern part of the Kerch Strait, and of its eastern
coast. The area of the necropolis is a narrow strip that extends along
almost all of the crest of the elevated range for about 1 km. First finds
connected with the Parthenion necropolis — two limestone tombstones —
were discovered by V. V. Veselov during construction works at the
beginning of the 1950s.'* Veselov described the western part of the
necropolis based on material from his excavations “400 m to the west of
the northern outskirts of Opasnoe village, near a small destroyed burial
mound close to the territory of a Bronze Age settlement”.!

After Veselov’s explorations, the Parthenion necropolis did not draw
scientific interest for a long time. Earthworks and planning from the end
of the 1980s to the beginning of the 1990s on different parts of the ridge
impacted much of its territory. During these works in the eastern part of
the necropolis, a vault from the second to the first century BC was found.!®
In the first half of the 1990s, the necropolis was actively looted. About
20 grave constructions, including the vaults, were partly or fully breached.

12 Vakhtina et al. 2021, 131, fig. 14; Vakhoneev—Petrovsky 2024 [B. B. Baxonees,
B. M. Iletporckuii, “TnmusHAs Moaens kopadis u3 [laphenus”, Apxeonocuneckue
secmiu].

13 Stolyarenko—Mikhailov 2015 [I1. I Crossiperko, A. M. Muxaiinos, “K tomo-
rpadun Hexporons [lapdenus”, Tagpuueckue cmyouu].

14 Veselov 1959 [B. B. Becenos, “Apxeosnoruueckue pa3BeJKkd B BOCTOYHON
gactu Kepuenckoro momyoctpoBa”, Cogemckas apxeonozus], 231; CIRB 896 with
CIRB album.

15 Veselov 2005, 15; 16.

16 Shestakov 1991 [C. A. IllecrakoB, “Otuer 0 pa3Benkax Ha KepueHckom
noxyoctpose B 1991 rony”, Apxus I'BY PK “Bocmouno-Kpuvimckuii ucmopuxo-
KYNbmypHblll My3eu-3anoeeonux ], 5-8.
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In the area of the southwestern Parthenion necropolis examined in
2020 (Fig. 4), three graves from the Hellenistic Age were explored.!’

Grave 1 (Fig. 5) was in sector 8 under the layer of turf. The boundaries
of the burial pit sized 0.65 m were unclear, its grey, loamy soil filling was

Fig. 4. The southwestern Parthenion necropolis.
The area where excavations were carried out. View from the south.

17 Vakhtina et al. 2021, 132-137.
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hard-packed. The bottom of the pit was at the level of a rock underlying
the cultural level. The western wall of the grave was lined with three
stone slabs, one of which, an anthropomorphic tombstone, was laid on its
edge for a secondary use. It is 0.58 % 0.23 x 0.14 m in size. The grave is
oriented along a north-northwest to south-southeast axis. A skeleton was
placed with the skull facing north-northwest, on its back, with its hands
extended alongside the body. Bones of a left forearm, soles, and part of
a shin are missing. Near a lower jaw to the right a bronze Bosporus coin
from the second to first century BC was found (with a triangle emblem).
The skeleton belonged to a 20- to 30-year-old woman. '8

Grave 2 was also found in sector 8. It was embedded in the rock for
0.10 m. The oval burial pit with a length of 1.50 m, a width of 0.40 m,
and a depth of 0.40 m was oriented along the northwest-southeast axis.
It was filled with dark grey loamy soil with small limestones. Two
limestone slabs covering the pit near a torso and a head were partially
preserved. The buried skeleton lay with its head facing northwest, on its
back, with its hands extended alongside the body. A flat stone of irregular
shape and sized 0.25 x 0.20 x 0.10 m was placed under the head. Grave
goods are lacking.

Grave 3 was in Sector 6. One meter deeper than the modern surface,
a spot of the burial pit was traced. It was 3.87 x 3.0 m in cross section
and 0.70 m deep. It was oriented along the northwest-southeast axis. The
western, southern, and eastern sides of the burial pit were carved in the
rock; the northern side was carved in yellow bed soil loam. The grave was
filled with grey-brown loamy soil. At a depth of 1.20 m from the modern-
day surface in the southeastern part of the burial pit are ruins of stones sized
0.41 x 0.31 x 0.13 m, 0.38 x 0.43 x 0.16 m, and 0.43 x 0.40 x 0.05 m.
Below the traces of the destroyed grave, redeposited human bones (not in
an anatomical order) were found on an area of 1.5 m2.

In the process of disassembling the filling, 106 glass beads were found.
87 specimens are chopped blue glass beads, 2-5 mm in diameter and
1-3 mm in length. Such beads, cut from thin glass tubes, were common
in the northern Black Sea coastal region from the second half of the third
century BC.!?” Three beads (type 197 by E. M. Alekseeva) are arrow-
shaped, dark blue pendants with a thin strip of blank white glass. Two eye-
shaped beads were made of blue and light blue glass. Beads of other types
made of polychrome and monochrome glass were also found (Fig. 6).

18 This anthropological determination was made by D. Yu. Ponomarev.
19 Alekseeva 1978 [E. M. AnekceeBa, Aumuunsie 6ycol Cegeprozco Ipuuep-
HOMOpbs], 62.
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Fig. 6. Grave 3. Beads and pendants of different types.

Heavily corroded fragments of bronze products were also found in the
filling: four rings of different diameters, the remains of fibulae, a bell, and
a round object (a coin?) with a hole. In addition, fragments of at least three
terracotta statuettes were found in the western part of the grave (Fig. 7).

The archaeological finds from the cultural layer of the necropolis
are mainly the amphorae fragments from the Black Sea coastal region
and Mediterranean centers of production. Less common are fragments of
kitchenware. There are also silicone flakes, probably from the Bronze Age.

In terms of dating, construction of the grave structures and the nature
of the rite, the graves found during the excavations of the Parthenion
necropolis have similarities with the grave complexes discovered
during the study of the Hellenistic area of the necropolis of neighboring
Porthmion.20

20 Vakhtina—Stolyarenko 2013 [M. ¥O. Baxtuna, I1. I'. Ctonspenko, “HekpormoJb
[Mopdmust (mo matepuanam packomnok 2004-2012 rr.)”, in: Kynemypusiii croiil;
Vakhtina—Stolyarenko 2014 [M. 1O. Baxrtuna, II. I. Cronsapenko, “T'pyHTOBBIIH
Hekpormoib [Toppmusa. OcobeHnoctH norpedaabHOro 0opsaa ‘Majroro’ 60CIIopcKoro
ropopa”, in: [loepebanvhas kynwmypa Bocnopckozo yapcmea. Mamepuanvt Kpyenozo
cmona, nocssawentnozo 100-nemus co Ons poocoenus M. M. Kyonanosal.
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Fig. 7. Grave 3. Fragments of terracotta figurines.
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The part of the Hellenistic Parthenion urban area unearthed during
the rescue archaeological excavations has huge significance for studying
the appearance of the ancient city and the economic activities of its
inhabitants. In this regard, it was decided to move the water pipeline
under construction to the site of the former water pipeline laid in the
1970s to the south of the urban development area of Parthenion,
identified during archaeological research in 2020, which was mothballed
for further research.
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The article is devoted to the results of the archaeological rescue excavations of
ancient Parthenion and its necropolis conducted in 2020 by the rescue archacological
expedition of the Institute for the History of Material Culture RAS. The need for
urgent implementation of these works was caused by the construction of the supply
water line, whose route crossed a protective zone of the site. At the city site, the
studies took place on an area of 520 m?; at the necropolis, they were conducted on
an area of 420 m?. During the excavations, the remains of urban buildings of the
Hellenistic Period — various aboveground objects and utility pits — were unearthed.
One of the most interesting of the revealed buildings is the winery, the first one
known on this site. A representative collection of archaeological material, mostly
belonging to the Hellenistic period, was found. Worth noting among the individual
finds is a fragment of a mold for fabricating relief bowls with a AHMH[TPIOY]
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stamp. It testifies to the existence of a workshop there. In the examined area of the
southwestern Parthenion necropolis, three graves from the Hellenistic Age were
found. The first was made in a pit, lined with limestone slabs; the second was
situated in a pit, embedded in bed soil rock; the third was found in a simple ground
pit. Beads of different types, fragments of terracotta statuettes, and a bronze
Bosporan coin were found among the grave goods. The grave structures and the
rite show similarities with the grave complexes of the Bosporan necropoleis. The
materials found during the rescue excavations of Parthenion are of great impor-
tance for the reconstruction of the appearance of the ancient city and the economic
activities of its inhabitants in the Hellenistic period.

Crarbsl TOCBAIIEHA PE3yJIbTaTaM CIACaTebHBIX apXCOJIOTHYECKHX PACKOMOK aH-
THaHOTO Toponuma Ilapdenuii n ero Hekponosi, mpoBeneHHBIX B 2020 . aHTHY-
HOM HOBOCTPOEYHOM apXeoJOruueckoi skcneaunue MHCTUTyTa HCTOPUM Mare-
puanbsHON KynbsTypsl PAH. HeoOXomuMoOCTh CpOYHOTO NPOBENEHMS 3THUX padoT
OBLTa BRI3BaHA CTPOUTEIHCTBOM ITOJBOASAIIETO BOAOBOA, Tpacca KOTOPOro mepe-
ceKana OXpaHHYI0 30HY ropoauma. Ha ropoauiie uccnenoBaHus BEJIUCh HA IIIO-
manu 520 kKB. M, a Ha Hekporosne — Ha rromaau 420 kB. M. B xone packomok Ha
TOpOANIIE OBUIM OTKPBITHI OCTATKH TOPOJCKOH 3aCTPOHKH SITMHHCTHYECKOTO
BpPEMEHHU: Pa3HOOOpa3HbIe Ha3eMHbIE OOBEKTHI U XO3SHCTBEHHBIE IMbI. OTHUM U3
HHTEPECHEWIINX OTKPBITBIX COOPY>KEHUH SABIIAIOTCS OCTATKH BUHOMAENBHH, IEPBOI
W3BECTHOM st 9TOr0 NaMsiTHHKa. CoOpaHa IpeACcTaBUTENbHAsT KOJUIEKIUSI apXeo-
JIOTHYECKOTO MaTepuana, OCHOBHAs Macca KOTOPOro MPUHAMIEKNT IUIMHUCTHYE-
CKOMY TIEpHOY, TaKXKe BCTpeUaeTcs: KepaMMKa IepBbIX BEKOB H. 3. Cpeau nHAUBU-
JlyaJIbHBIX HaXOAOK 3aCITyKHBaeT BHUMaHUS (PparMeHT KepaMuieckoil (hopMBI 11s
pou3Bo/CTBa penbedHbIX Yam ¢ kieiimom AHMH[TPIOY ], cBunerenscTByromei
0 CYIIECTBOBAaHUH 37IeCh COOCTBEHHON MacTepckod. Ha mcciaenoBaHHOM ydacTke
1oro-3anaHoro Hekpornois [lapdennst OblIM BHISIBICHBI TPU MOTPeOCHNS SIUTHHU-
ctudeckoid anoxu. OMHO U3 HUX OBLJIO COBEPILICHO B SIME, OOJOKEHHOU IIMTaMU
M3BECTHSIKA, BTOPOE — B sIME, 3aIITyOJICHHON B MaTEPUKOBYIO CKalLy, TPEThE — B IIPO-
CTO IpyHTOBOH siMe. B umnciie norpe6anbHOro HHBEHTAps: — OYChl pa3HbIX THIIOB,
(parMeHTHl TEPPaKOTOBBIX CTaTy3TOK, OpoH30Bast Oocmopckas MoHera. Ilorpe-
OaJbHBIE COOPYXKEHUSI W OOpsil JIEMOHCTPUPYIOT CXOACTBO C HOIpedaibHBIMU
KoMIUTeKcaMu 6ocnopekux Hekponoeit [I1-] BB. 1o H. 3. Marepuaisl, 00HapyKeH-
HBIE B PE3yJIbTaTe CllacaTeNIbHBIX apXeoJIOrHUecKiX packonok [lapdenus, nmeror
GoJIpIIOE 3HAYEHHE IS PEKOHCTPYKIMK OOJIMKa APEBHETO TOPOJa M XO35AHCTBEH-
HOMW AEATENbHOCTH €T0 KUTENEN JUIMHICTUIECKOTO BPEMEHH.
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Sergey Kashaev

EXCAVATIONS AT THE NECROPOLIS OF
THE ARTYUSHCHENKO-2 SITE IN 2019-2023"

In 2019-2023, the Taman team of the Bosporan Expedition of IHMC
RAS conducted excavations of the archaeological sites of the necropolis
and settlement of Artyushchenko-2. As in the previous years, the main
investigations were carried out at the necropolis.!

During four seasons, an area of ca. 650 m? was investigated at the
necropolis.? In the course of the excavations, 26 graves were discovered
(nos. 188-210, I'18-1"20), three of which were finally investigated after
modern illegal excavations (Fig. 1-4).

The following features are characteristic of graves in the necropolis
of Artyushchenko-2: the depth from the modern surface to the bottoms of
the graves varies from 1.0 to 2.0 m and as a rule is about 1.5 m. The state
of preservation of the skeletons is mostly poor or very poor. In rare cases,
they are in a fair condition. The most frequent position of the skeletons
is lying outstretched the back, hands beside the body, with straight legs.
Most often, the burials were made in simple fossa graves with or without
a roofing. Approximately 10 % of the grave constructions are mudbrick
vaults; earthen tombs are rather rare.

The skeletons in the oldest graves (5t to 4t centuries BC) are oriented
with the head to the east or north-east. In the graves from the 3™ to
2nd centuries BC, the skeletons are more frequently oriented with the head
toward the southern and eastern sectors, and in the graves from the 4t to
5t centuries AD, with the head oriented toward the north. The graves
without grave goods and the disturbed ones cannot be exactly dated.

Below, a description of the discovered grave complexes is presented.

* The investigation was conducted as part of the programme of fundamental
scientific investigations “The oldest heritage of the South of Russia: cities, rural
settlements, necropoleis, economic transformations after natural scientific data”
(FMZF-2022-0013).

I Kashaev 2019.

2 In 2022, no works were conducted.
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Fig. 1. Necropolis of Artyushchenko-2. Finds, 5 century BC.
1 — black gloss bowl; 2 — Lesbian amphora (Grave 188); 3 — small jug;
4 — black gloss kylix; 5 — oinochoe (Grave 193).
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Grave 188 is a vault whose walls are constructed of mudbricks. The
outer dimensions of the installation are 2.95 to 3.0 x 2.0 m; the internal
dimensions of the funerary chamber are 2.0 x 1.1 m. It was possible to
trace the mudbrick masonry to a height of 0.55 to 0.6 m. The bottom of the
vault is formed by the virgin loam; it is even, without grooves or pits. The
skeleton lay extended on its back, with the skull oriented toward the east.
It was poorly preserved and presumably belonged to a male 20-25 years
old. The grave inventory of this grave included a Lesbian amphora of an
archaic type from the second half of the 6t century BC (Fig. 1. 2),3 a black-
gloss bowl dated to about 500 BC (Fig. 1. 1),* and a silver signet ring. The
weapons and elements of a horse bridle preserved in the grave are typical of
military burials: a spearhead, a sword, the butt-weight of a spear, and a strap
ornament. Generally, on the basis of the grave goods, this grave is datable
to the turn from the 6% to the 5t centuries BC or the early 5t century BC.

Grave 191 had a grave pit measuring 0.85 x 2.15 m 0.95 m deep from
the modern surface to the bottom. The skeleton lay extended on its back
with the skull oriented toward the east, the legs were straight, and the hands
extended along the body. The skeleton is poorly preserved; it belonged
to a male (?) 20-30 years old. The grave goods included the body of
a redware pitcher (or oinochoe) and a redware aryballic lekythos that was
placed inside the pitcher, a situation recorded at our site for the first time.
The grave is datable to the end of the 5% to the 4 century BC.

Grave 193 is an earthen fossa grave with a roof. The dimensions of the
grave pit are 0.6 x 1.9 m, the depth from the modern surface to the bottom
is 1.35 m. The skeleton lay extended on its back with its skull oriented
toward the east; the legs were straight, the hands extended along the body.
The skeleton was poorly preserved and belonged to a male 25-30 years
old. The grave goods included a redware oinochoe (Fig. 1. 5), a black-
gloss kylix dated to about 480-460 BC (Fig. 1. 4),5 a miniature pitcher
(Fig. 1. 3), and a handmade spindle whorl. The grave is datable to the first
quarter of the 5t century BC.

In Grave 195, the grave pit measured 0.55 x 1.65 m, and the depth from
the modern surface to the bottom was 1.50 m. The skeleton lay extended
on its back with its skull oriented toward the south; its legs were straight,
and its hands extended along the body. The skeleton was poorly preserved.

3 Monakhov 2003 [C. 1O. Monaxos, [ peueckue amgpoput ¢ IIpuuepromopwve.
Tunonozus ampop éedyuux yeHmpos-s3xKkcnopmepos 6 kepamudecrko mape. Kama-
n02-onpedenumenty], 48, 260, Tab. 30.

4 Sparkes—Talcott 1970, no. 964.

5 Sparkes—Talcott 1970, no. 443.
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It belonged to a woman 50-55 years old. Found in the grave were a pitcher
(Fig. 2. 3), a redware vessel with a spout (Fig. 2. 2), a small redware plate
(Fig. 2. 1), and an unidentifiable copper alloy coin. On the basis of the
grave inventory, the grave is datable to within the 3™ century BC.

Grave 200 belonged to a newborn baby, whose body was placed in
an amphora (during investigation of the fill of the amphora, only small
fragments of skeletal remains were recorded). Presumably we are dealing
with a Chian straight-necked amphora of variant IV-B.% The amphora lay
with its neck oriented toward the north-west. Its neck and handles were
broken off in antiquity, while the foot has survived (Fig. 2. 7). The grave
may be dated to the second half (the turn from the third to the fourth
quarter) of the 5t century BC.

Grave 209 was in a grave pit measuring 0.75 x 1.45 m; the depth from
the modern surface to the bottom is 1.37 m. The skeleton lay extended on
its back, with its skull oriented toward the west; the legs lay straight, and
the hands were beside the body. The skeleton was in a very poor state of
preservation; it belonged to a woman 20-30 years old. The grave offerings
included a redware oinochoe (Fig. 2. 4), a black-glossed kylix dated to the late
6 century BC (Fig. 2. 5),7 a redware bowl (Fig. 2. 6), a fragment of a pitcher
(or oinochoe), a bronze pendant, a ceramic spindle whorl, and an iron knife.
Judging from the grave goods, the grave can be dated to the late 6t century BC.

Grave 209, found in 2023, was constructed as an earthen vault buried
in the virgin loam. It is a new type of funerary structure in the necropolis
under consideration.

The tomb is oriented along the line south-west to north-east. The
dromos was from the south-west, while the chamber of the vault was from
the north-east. The dromos was filled with dark brown loamy soil and
measured 1.2 x 1.3 m in plan; its measured maximum depth was 0.46 m.
From the south-western side of the dromos, the remains of two steps dug in
the virgin loam were preserved. The height of the steps was 0.20 to 0.25 m,
the width 0.3 to 0.65 m, the length 1.0 to 1.2 m. The depth from the modern
surface to the bottom of the dromos was 2.50 m.

From the north-eastern side of the dromos there was a passage to the
chamber of the vault; it measured 1.0 x 1.4 m in plan. The passage was
filled with light brown loam formed by the collapsed virgin-ground arch
of the tomb.

6 Monakhov 2003, Tab. 9. 3.
7 Bujskikh 2013 [A. B. byiickux, Apxauueckas pacnucnas kepamuxa uz Onveuu
(6ocmounozcpeyeckas, 1aKOHCKaAs, Kopungckas, umumayuu)], no. 11. 27.
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Fig. 2. Necropolis of Artyushchenko-2. Finds.
1 — plate, 3% century BC; 2 — redware vessel, 3" century BC; 3 — jug,
3t century BC (Grave 195); 4 — oinochoe, 6% century BC; 5 — black
gloss kylix, 6% century BC; 6 — bowl, 6% century BC (Grave 208); 7 —
Chian amphora5t century BC (Grave 200).
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Fig. 3. Necropolis of Artyushchenko-2. Finds, 214 century BC.

1- red gloss lekythos; 2 — jug; 3 — pelike; 4—7 — unguentaria; 8 — red
gloss saltcellar; 9 — lid; 10 — lekanis; 11 — plate (Grave 209).
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The chamber of the tomb is rectangular and measures 1.4 x 1.7 m.
Along the entire length of the centre of the chamber, a passage 0.15 to
0.17 m deep and 0.3 m wide was dug into the virgin loam. To the left and
right of the passage, two benches were arranged, onto which the bodies of
the deceased were placed. The benches were 0.50 to 0.55 m wide. The fill
of the chamber of the vault was the light brown virgin loam formed by the
collapsed virgin soil of the tomb. The depth from the modern surface to
the bottom of the chamber is 2.90 m. The measured height of the chamber
is at least 0.6 m, the reconstructed height may have been up to 1.2 m. The
general length of the vault and dromos is 4.1 m.

It seems there were repeated burials in the tomb, and the skeletal
remains of the previously buried were moved towards the southern wall. As
a result, on the right (southern) bench and near the southern wall, a chaotic
accumulation of various bones (mostly legs and hands) formed. At the
same time, of note is the absence of skeletal remains preserving anatomic
order. The vault may have been robbed more than once in antiquity.

In total, the remains of at least 6 to 7 people were found in the tomb.
It was impossible to determine the exact number of the buried. It can be
stated only that the interred included adult (30- to 50-year-old) men and
women, as well as children (5-6 years old). The state of preservation of all
the skeletons was very poor.

In the burial chamber of the vault, on the benches, and in the passage,
various items of the grave inventory were found, including a red-slip
lekythos (Fig. 3. 1), a jug with a black coating (Fig. 3. 2), a redware pelike
(Fig. 3. 3), unguentaria (Fig. 3. 4, 5, 6, 7), a red-slip saltcellar (Fig. 3. 8),
a redware lekanis with a lid (Fig. 3. 9, 10), and a plate with a black coating
(Fig. 3. 11).

Also found here were a stone whetstone, a small fragment of a flat
Bosporan (?) ribbed tile, four iron knives, two iron buckles, bronze
ornaments (bracelet, earrings, small finger rings), and a set of various
beads.

In this vault, four poorly preserved Bosporan bronze coins were also
found:

1. Tetrachalkon (?), copper. D 11 mm. Weight 1.53 g.
Obv. — head of a bearded satyr right.
Rev. —bow and arrow right, below — ®A.

2. Tetrachalkon (?), copper. D 12 mm. Weight 1.68 g.
Preservation: bad, worn and corroded.
Obv. — head of Apollo to the right.
Rev. —bow, below — ITAN.
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3. Tetrachalkon (?), copper. D 12 mm. Weight 1.85 g.
Preservation: bad, obverse obliterated by corrosion.
Obv. — head of Apollo to the right.

Rev. — gorytos left, below — I[TAN.

4. Tetrachalkon (?), copper. D 11.5 mm. Weight 1.34 g.
Preservation: bad, worn and corroded.
Obv. — head of a bearded satyr in an ivy wreath to the left.
Rev. — a cornucopia in the centre, at its sides the caps of
the Dioscuri. ITAN-TI.

In the opinion of A. E. Tereshchenko who identified the coins, all the
copper coins from Grave 209 are datable to the last decade of the 27 cen-
tury BC.

Judging from the found grave goods and the number of interred
persons, the vault was used for a long time throughout the 2" century BC.
It was probably a family tomb where members of several generations of
a single family were buried.

In addition, a number of graves disturbed in 2009 by robbers’ trenches
were investigated.

Grave I'18, destroyed by robber’s trench I'lLl no. 5, is an earthen pit
with shoulders over which the boards of the roofing were laid and onto
which a layer of mudbricks was placed. The robber’s dig was in the central
part of the grave. Found in the fill of the dig were fragments of human bones
and items of the grave inventory that illicit excavators retrieved but did
not collect. The external dimensions of the structure around the shoulders
are 1.8 x 3.0 m, the size of the grave pit is 2.35 x 1.35 m, and the depth
from the shoulders to the bottom of the pit is 0.25 m. The bottom of the
grave is even, with no grooves or pits; it is formed from virgin loam. The
skeleton probably lay extended on its back, with its skull oriented toward
the east. The skeletal remains found in the fill of the robbers’ trench belong
to a male 25-30 years old. Among the preserved grave offerings are an iron
spearhead, a spear butt, an iron sword, five iron and one bronze arrowhead,
two lead spindle whorls, and the handle of a black gloss lekythos. The
grave goods date the grave to the early 5% century BC.

Grave I'19, destroyed by robbers’ trench 'Ll no. 42, has a construction
similar to Grave I'18. The illegal dig was also in the central area of the
grave. In its fill, fragments of human bones and items of the grave inventory
were found. Judging by the distribution of the adobe spots, the structure’s
external dimensions were 1.4 x 2.0 m. The thickness of the adobe roofing
was 0.5 to 0.6 m. The skeleton probably lay extended on its back with its
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skull oriented toward the east. The skeletal remains found in the fill of
the robber’s dig belong to a male 25-30 years old. The surviving grave
inventory comprised an iron spearhead, an iron sword, and an unidentified
iron object resembling a spoon. The inventory dates the grave also to the
early 5t century BC.

Grave ['20 may be the grave of a baby in an amphora. The fragments
of the amphora from an unidentified manufacturing centre were retrieved
by the robbers and then thrown out into the fill of the trench. No human
bones or items of the grave goods have been found. The upper body of
the amphora with the neck and the rim and two handles are preserved. We
found a similar amphora in Grave 120. The grave under consideration is
datable to approximately the 2"d century BC.

Ritual deposit 29 was located at the eastern boundary of the necropolis
and consisted of two vessels arranged along the west—east line. The depth
from the modern surface to the level of the vessels was 0.93 m. On the west
was a redware pitcher (Fig. 4. 1), on the east was a black-gloss kantharos
(Fig. 4. 2). The kantharos on a small ring foot is of Attic manufacture. The
slip is black and dense, glossy, and of good quality; in places, the slip has
reddish spots caused by low-temperature firing. The vessel is strongly worn
and chipped: the two handles are both lost, as is the ring foot; the place of
the broken foot was carefully smoothed. The rim is almost entirely lost
with only a small fragment preserved. On the internal surface of the bottom
is a stamped pattern of five palmettes arranged around a circle and a ring of
strokes. Similar kantharoi are dated to the first quarter of the 4t century.®

On the outer side, around a circle, a graffito Adkowa is scratched
(the letters are 5 mm high) (Fig. 4. 3). This can be either a common
noun (“Laconian woman”), an adjective (“Laconian”), or a personal
name (see LGPN s.v.).

On the opposite (internal) side of the bottom of the kantharos,
remains of another graffito are preserved — a cross (?), into which a hole
was intentionally punched. This fact very probably indicates the use of
the vessel for a magic purpose. This supposition is indirectly confirmed
by the fact that the kantharos was uncovered in the cultural layer of
the necropolis where, according to some well-known papyri,!© it was
prescribed to bury objects with magic inscriptions and signs on them;
besides, the text prescribed that the traced symbols should be pierced.

8 Sparkes—Talcott 1970, no. 649—653.
9 The inscription was interpreted by A. S. Namoylik.
10 Preisendanz—Henrichs 1974, 304-369.
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Fig. 4. Necropolis of Artyushchenko-2. Finds, 214 century BC.
1 — jug, 4t century BC; 2 — black gloss kantharos, 4t century BC; 3 —
inscription on the bottom of the kantharos, 4th century BC (Ritual deposit

29); 4 — fragment of a kylix, 6™ century BC; 5 — fragment of a bowl,
6™ century BC (Pit 1/2021).
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The state of preservation of the kantharos at the moment when it was
brought to the cemetery (strongly damaged but all the breaks smoothed)
also suggests its presence among objects that served magical or ritual
purposes. The hole in the bottom of the vessel could have functioned
similarly to the holes that were made with a calamus in a papyrus or
with a nail in a lead plate, i.e., to damage the object. However, the main
inscription, Adxawa, remained undamaged. Possibly this circumstance is
explained by the fact that the magical action had no negative intention. On
the other hand, the graffito may have appeared earlier than the time when
the kantharos entered the sphere of sacral use. Meanwhile, the presence
of an accidental inscription on an object of that kind seems improbable.!!
The complex under consideration is datable to the first quarter of the
4th century BC.

In Ritual deposit 30, which was found between graves I'19 and 120,
there was a fragmentary body of a Chian plump-necked amphora of the
advanced type III-B from the first quarter of the 5% century BC.!? The
amphora was crushed by the earth into numerous fragments.

At the settlement site of Artyushchenko-2, in recent years, the
investigations comprised a monitoring of the condition of the shore taluses
along the entire southern boundary of the site, as well as investigations
of the complexes under erosion.

Thus, at the edge of the shore precipice, Excavation 8§ was started
measuring 2 x 12 m and with an area of about 25 m2. Within the area
of the excavation, pit no. 1/2021 was investigated (Fig. 5). The south-
western part of the pit was destroyed by a shore slide. The pit was poorly
traceable on the vertical earthen wall formed by the slide and facing
the south-west, so that the place was discovered through the presence
of ceramic fragments and animal bones in the fill, some of which were
found already beneath the precipice. The pit had a pear-like cross section
and a flattened bottom. The diameter of its mouth was about 1.2 m, the
diameter of the bottom 2.2 m, and the measured depth 1.56 m. The fill
of the pit was homogeneous with a grey-brown loam, without visible
intercalations; no admixtures of ashes were observable; in the fill, also
fragments of ceramic pottery, stones, burnt clay lumps, animal bones, and
mollusc shells were encountered.

11" Kashaev—Namoylik 2023 [C. B. Karmraes, A. C. Hamoiinuk, “Tpusaa 29 u3
PacKONOK HeKpomoist ApPTIOMEHKo-2”, in: bocnopckue ucciedosanus).
12 Monakhov 2003, Tab. 6.
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Fig. 5. Necropolis of Artyushchenko-2. Pit 1/2021, 6t century BC.
Plan of the first level, skeleton of a dog and two dog skulls.
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In the course of clearing the pit, investigations were conducted at
three levels:

Level 1 — found were dog skeleton no. 1, two skulls of other dogs in the
area of the hind legs, and several pottery fragments beneath them. It is
of note that the positions of the skulls we recorded may differ from the
initial ones. This fact may be caused by very different processes.

Level 2 — found were dog skeleton no. 2 and bones of a piglet.

Level 3 — found in the near-bottom and bottom part of the pit was an
accumulation of ceramic fragments, including a fragment of a black
gloss kylix measuring 8.5 x 8.5 cm and a fragment of a painted bowl
measuring 6.5 x 8.0 cm (Fig. 4. 4, 5).

The grave of the “three-headed” dog found at the first level is an
untypical find (which still awaits interpretation), although graves of dogs
in pits at the settlement site have been encountered before.

The ceramic materials discovered in the fill of the pit under consi-
deration vary chronologically within the range of the second half of the
6™ century BC. These are the earliest finds at the settlement of Artyu-
shchenko-2. Judging by the latest pottery fragments, the pit can be dated to
ca. the end of the 6 century BC.

Thus, in addition to other funerary complexes dated to the 5% to
3rd centuries BC, the investigations conducted in 2019-2023 have resulted
in the discovery of a type of grave structure previously unknown at the
site — an earthen tomb structure. The early material of the second half
of the 6™ century BC found both at the necropolis and at the settlement
site possibly dates the time of the foundation of the settlement and the
beginning of the functioning of the necropolis of Artyushchenko-2.

Sergey Kashaev
Institute of the History of Material Culture (IHMC RAS)

kashaevs@mail.ru
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In 2019-2023, systematic investigation of the necropolis and the settlement
Artjuschenko-2 continued. During the four last campaigns, an area of about 600 m?
was under examination. In the course of the excavations, 26 graves were discovered
(nos. 188-210, I'18-120), three of which were examined after modern robbers
excavated them.

The revealed graves belong to three periods. The earliest ones date to the 5% to
4th centuries BC, the next group to the 31 to 21d centuries BC, and the latest to the
4th to 5t centuries AD. It is impossible to precisely date graves that have no
inventory or those that have been destroyed by erosion.

Various grave constructions have been examined, e. g. crypts built of mudbricks,
ground graves with covering, ground vaults, undercut graves, and children’s graves
in amphorae.

At the settlement, a domestic pit was studied. The ceramic material found in its
filling has chronological limits within the second half of the 6! century BC. Thus,
the pit contained the earliest finds known for the settlement Artjuschenko-2.

B 2019-2023 rT. mpomomKamiuch CHCTEMaTHYECKHe pacKonKu Hekporons u moce-
JeHnsT ApTIONIEHKO-2. 3a YeThIpe Ce30Ha Ha HEKPOIIoJie MCCIEA0BaHa IUIOMIAb
oxoiio 650 kB. M. B xone packonok 06110 06HapyxeHo 26 norpedennii (NeNe 188—
210, T'18-1"20), 3 u3 KOTOPBIX AOCIIEIOBAHBI 32 COBPEMEHHBIMH I'PaOUTEISIMHU.

OOHapyXeHHbIE TOrpeOeHNsI OTHOCATCS K TPEM XPOHOJIOTHIECKUM ITEPUOAAM:
panHue 3axopoHenust V-1V BB. 110 H. 3., 3axoponenus [II-11 BB. 10 H.3. 1 Mo31HKE
morpeberust [V-V BB. H.3. be3blHBEHTapHBIE MTOTPEOCHNS, a TAKKE KOMIUICKCHI,
paspylieHHbIe abpas3neii, He OIIAI0TCS TOYHOH JaTHPOBKE.

HccnenoBansl pa3inyHbIe TOrpedatbHble COOPY)KEHHUSI, HAIPUMeEp, CKIICIIBI U3
CBIPIIOBBIX KUpIUYEH, IPYyHTOBBIE MOTMIIBI C MEPEKPHITUEM, TPYHTOBBIE CKJIETIHI,
MOI00MHHBIE MOTMIIBI, 3aXOPOHEHHS MIIaJICHIIEB B aM(opax.

Ha mocenennu uccrnenoBana xo3sicTBeHHas sMa. Kepamuueckuii MaTepuan,
OoOHapy>KCHHBI B 3allOJIHEHHH 3TOW SMBI, UMEET XPOHOJOTHYECKHHA pa3zdopoc
B IIpeJieIax BTOPO MoJIoBUHKI VI B. 10 H. 3. DTO caMble paHHIE HaXOAKH Ha I0Ce-
JIEHUH APTIOIIEHKO-2.
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INVESTIGATIONS OF VESTNIK-1 SITE
IN 2021-2023

In 2021, the Hermitage Museum organised a new East Bosporan expe-
dition, whose main task was to study ancient sites in the Asian part of the
Bosporan kingdom. The first object of research of the Hermitage mission
was the rural site of Vestnik-1, located near the village of Vestnik in the
vicinity of the city of Anapa. It is located in direct line of sight from the
most important centre of ancient Sindike, the Semibratnee city site — the
ancient Labrys! — at a distance of about 6.5 km in a straight line to the
south-west. There is no doubt that there was a close connection between
these points in antiquity.

The main result of previous excavations, conducted in 2010-2014,2
was the discovery of a monumental Greek public or cult building of the
Sth_4th centuries BC at excavation Sector I (Fig. 1). The walls of Structure
1 had stone plinths up to 0.8 m thick, made of large limestone blocks. The
southwest-facing entrance was decorated with a covered portico between
two antae, and the interior space was divided into three adjacent rooms
of unequal area. In addition, the remains of another building (Structure 2)
with a smaller area, possibly a single chamber, located about 60 metres to
the south-west and up the slope, were found in Sector II. The necropolis
research uncovered 10 burials from the late 6 to the first half of the
5t century BC. The burial rites are identical to the barbarian sites of

I Vinogradov 2002 [}O. I. Bunorpanmos, “JleBkoH, ['ekareit, Oxramacan
u Toprunm (IIpouecc unrerpanun Cunauku B bocnopckyro nepaBy Mo HOBEILIE
[Mommana (VIII, 55) u BoTuBHO# >rturpamme u3 Jlabpuca)”]; Tokhtas’ev 2006, 2-22.

2 Chevelev—Kashaev—Sudarev 2011 [O. M. Yesenes, C. B. Kamaes, H. 1. Cy-
napes, “HoBble uccienoBanus B AHarnickoM paiione KpacHomapckoro kpas”, in:
Bocnop Kummepuiickuii u sapsapckuti Mup 8 nepuoo anmuyHoCmu U cpeoOHe8eKosb:.
Bzaumosnuanue xynomyp (XII Bocnopckue umenusi]; Ivanov—Sudarev—Kashaev 2021
[A. B. UBanos, H. U. Cynapes, C. B. Kamaes, “Ilocenenne u MOTUIBHUK Y XYT.
Bectuuk”, in: bocnop Kummepuiickuil u 8apsapckuii Mup 6 nepuoo aHmuyHOCmu
u cpeonesexogwsi. Hogvie omxpwimust, nogwvie npoexmol (XXII bocnopckue umenus)].

119



120 Dmitry Chistov

Fig. 1. Monumental Structure 1 of the 54t centuries BC.
Orthophoto map made by the author on the basis of field photographs of
the excavated building by S.V. Kashayev ({HMK RAS), 2010.

the Anapa—Novorossiysk necropolis circle, and the necropolis itself
obviously belonged to the indigenous Sindian population.

The excavations resumed in 2021-2023 aimed at continuing the
study of the immediate surroundings of the monumental building, and
limited research was also carried out in the area of Structure 2. The
most important result was the discovery of room no. 5, attached on the
narrow side to the previously investigated public building (Structure 1)
from the south-east (Fig. 2). This extension was built much later than
the main building. The presence of an annex (and possibly another one
on the opposite side, from the north-west, where excavations in 2010-
2014 also revealed fragments of masonry) does not favour interpreting
the monumental building as a temple, although it does not exclude its
public function.
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Fig. 2. Later annex (room no. 5) to the south-west of the Structure 1
and its surroundings. Orthophotomap of the field season 2021.
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The annex ceased to exist no later than the second quarter or middle
of the 4™ century BC. To the south and south-east of it, fragments of slab
limestone pavements and walls from the same period were discovered.
They are probably traces of a fenced courtyard in front of the entrance
to the monumental building or fragmentary remains of neighbouring
buildings.

A series of structures dug into the ground from two different periods
of the settlement were also investigated. The most expressive finds are
related to the structures dating back to the first three quarters of the 4
century BC. Their cluster was revealed around room no. 5, from the south,
south-east, and north-east of the building. It consists of seven household
pits, circular in plan, with vertical or downward-extending walls. Four
more pits look different — like relatively shallow rectangular depressions
with rounded corners, or rounded or oval-shaped with traces of postholes
at the bottom. In their construction and size, they resemble small dugouts
of curvilinear plan, well known in the early levels of ancient sites of the
Northern Black Sea coast.

The most outstanding find, made in the filling of one of these structures
(no. 24), was a red-figure pelike (Fig. 3) depicting a battle between an
equestrian Amazon and a griffin. It is a typical example of the so-called
Bosporan pelikai, or pelikai of the Kerch style — a large group of vases
painted in Athens in the 4t century BC. Such vases are identified in the
large group G, which is usually dated to the second half or third quarter of
the 4™ century.’ Based on the closest analogues, the pelike from Vestnik
can be dated to about 350 BC.

Large fragments and complete amphorae of Heraclea Pontike
(Fig. 4. 1)* and Chios (Fig. 4. 2)° from the second to third quarters of
the 4t century BC and fragments of both Laconian and Corinthian type
tiles were also found in the filling of these structures. Some of them may
have been contemporaneous with later annexes to the public building, but
the appearance of others, including dugout no. 24, most likely coincided
with its decline.

3 Beazley 1963, 1462-1470.

4 Heraclean amphora with the retrograde stamp Atovvoio / leaf / émi Avko(- -).
Magistrate Lykon is attributed to the group MG III-A, which is dated to the 360s—350s
BC (Kac 2003, 276).

5 Chian amphora of the type V-B. The closest analogies to its shape are
currently dated to the second half of the 4% century BC (cf. Monakhov et al. 2016
[C. ¥O. Monaxos, E. B. Ky3uenosa, H. ®. ®enocees, H. b. Uypekosa, Amgopuvr VI-
11 6. 00 H. 2. u3 cobpanus Bocmouno-Kpbimckozo ucmopuxo-KyibmypHo2o my3esi-
3anoseonuxa. Kamanoe], 77 Ch. 34; 78 Ch. 36).
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Fig. 3. Red figure attic pelike from the pit no. 24.
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Fig. 4. 1 — Heraclean
amphora with the stamp
of the 360s-350s BC
from pit no. 24; 2 —
Chian amphora, second
half of the 4% century
BC from pit no. 26.
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It is noteworthy that there are far fewer traces of economic activity
in the second half of the 5t century BC, i.e. the time of the monumental
Structure 1 itself, in the investigated area. Only four storage pits can be
attributed to the Late Classical period.

As the earlier works have shown, the earliest chronological level of
the settlement belongs to the second half of the 6! to the early 5% century
BC and is represented mainly not by cultural layers, but by storage
pits. Finds from them are mostly handmade vessels of local forms.
Greek amphorae and table pottery are much rarer in these structures.
Investigations in 2021-2023 confirmed these observations. Eleven Late
Archaic storage pits were uncovered, as well as one recessed structure
(no. 34) of rectangular plan with rounded corners (dimensions: 1.40-
1.60%x3.85 m). The most important find from this structure is a silver
Pantikapaion triobolos, dated between the late 6™ and the first quarter of
the 5t century BC.7

In the course of excavations at Vestnik-1 necropolis in 2023, eight
new burials were uncovered (nos. 11-18). These burials, as well as those
investigated earlier in the same sector, are grouped into several funerary
structures, which were probably family or clan tombs. The boundaries
and construction of three such structures, located close to each other,
have been identified. They had a rounded form, 5-8 metres in diameter,
and were made of roughly chipped slabs of limestone and limestone
rubble (Fig. 5). The burial installations of the Vestnik-1 necropolis
resemble the circular stone structures or cromlechs built around most
of the graves of the Sindian necropolis near Rassvet village® and the
burial ground on the territory of the experimental farm “Anapa”,® but
also have distinctive features: a much larger size and the presence of
additional burials along the perimeter, in addition to the central grave.
The burials differ in design: they include both shallow earth graves with
perimeter stone linings and burials in stone boxes. This burial ground
(as well as barbarian necropoleis of the Anapa—Novorossiysk area in

6 Tvanov—Sudarev—Kashaev 2021, 145-146.

7 Tereshchenko—Chistov 2023 [A. E. Tepemenko, /. E. Ynucrtos, “MoHeTsI U3
packomnok nocenenus Bectauk-1", Apxeonocuueckue eéecmu), 222-223, Fig. 2.1.

8 Novichikhin 2010 [A. M. HoBuuuxuH, “ItaBa 3. [TorpebanbHblii ”HBEHTaph
Hekpormous y xyropa Paccser”, in: A. A. Mansimes (ed.), Hacenenue apxauyeckoti
Cunouxu: no mamepuaiam Hexponois u xymopa Pacceem, Hexpononu UepHomMopbst
3], 191-194, Fig. 7.

9 Alekseeva 1991 [E. M. AnekceeBa, I peueckas kononuzayus Cesepo-3anao-
Hoeo Kaexasza], 64.
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Fig. 5. Burial structure no. 1, orthophoto map of the field season 2023.
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general) is characterised by the elongated position of the bodies and their
dominant easterly orientation.!® However, in the Vestnik-1 necropolis,
the orientation of a certain burial depended on the place occupied by it on
the periphery of the rounded burial structure.

Two warrior burials (nos. 13 and 15) are the earliest on the necro-
polis. A very similar set of grave goods (Fig. 6) — daggers-acinaces with
volute pommels and heart-shaped guards, bronze unclasped bracelets,
and handmade pottery — allow us to assume that these burials were
approximately simultaneous. Thanks to the discovery of a “proto-Thasian”
amphora of the II series (Fig. 6. 6)!! in burial no. 13 and in accordance
with the dating of the armoury items, both burials can be dated to the third
quarter of the 6% century BC. The latest grave (no. 17) in a stone box
is dated by the “proto-Thasian” amphora of the V series to the second
quarter of the 5t century BC,!2 but some activities on the necropolis could
have taken place even later. This is evidenced by traces of a memorial
rite — the broken North Aegean amphora from the middle to the third
quarter of the 5% century BC!3 on the surface of one of the limestone
rubble structures.

The clarified chronology of the Vestnik-1 settlement looks as
follows: from the third quarter of the 6% century BC, there was a small
rural settlement with non-Greek, Sindian population. Considering the
chronological framework of the indigenous burials of the necropolis,
which definitely correlates with this period, we can say that it lasted until
the second quarter, perhaps even the middle of the 5t century BC. Then
the settlement sharply changes its appearance — economic activity comes
to naught, and burials on the investigated area of the necropolis are no
longer carried out. Apparently, it was at this time that a monumental
public or cult building was erected in the tradition of Greek architecture,
which existed until approximately the second quarter to the middle of
the 4t century BC. In the 4t century BC, the building was also enlarged
by additions; its purpose may have changed. At the final stage of this
structure’s existence, or after the building had fallen into decay, traces

10 Tvanov—Sudarev—Kashaev 2021, 150.

11 Monakhov 2003 [C. }O. Monaxos, I peueckue amgpoper ¢ Ilpuueprnomopoe:
munono2us am@pop 6eoywux YeHmpos-2KCHOPMepPo8 Moapos 8 Kepamuyeckoll
mape], 39-40; Monakhov et al. 2019 [C. IO. Monaxos, E. B. Ky3uenosa, /I. E. Yuc-
toB, H. b. UypekoBa, Aumuunas amgpopunasn xonrexyus Iocyoapcmeennozo Spmu-
magxca VI-II 66. 0o n.53.], 113, NA.2.

12 Monakhov 2003, 41-42, Tab. 2.

13 Cf. Monakhov et al. 2019, 139, An.3.
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Fig. 6. Grave goods from burial no. 15, 3 quarter of the 6% century BC.

1 —acinaces, 2 — spearhead, 3 — touchstone; 4 — arrowhead, 5 — fragmented

bronze bracelet, 6 — “proto-Thasian” amphora, 7-8 — handmade ceramics:
pot and bowl.
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of intensive economic activity — pits and small dugouts for residential
or economic purposes — began to reappear in its surroundings. The latest
ceramic finds, amphorae stamps and coins, most of which belong to the
second half of the 4t century BC,!# allow us to trace the existence of the
site to the last two decades of the 4t century BC.

Dmitry Chistov
The State Hermitage Museum

d.chistov@gmail.com
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In 2021, the Hermitage organized a new East Bosporan expedition whose main
task was to study ancient sites from the Asian part of the Bosporan Kingdom. The
first object of research of the Hermitage mission was the rural site Vestnik-1,
located near the village of Vestnik in the vicinity of Anapa. During three field
seasons on the site, the immediate surroundings of the monumental Greek public
building discovered earlier were investigated. A late annex to it, dating back to the
first half of the 4t century BC, was uncovered. Three funerary structures were
discovered on the necropolis, probably serving as collective family tombs. The
investigated burials belong to the indigenous Sindian population and date from the
third quarter of the 6t to the second quarter of the 5t century BC.

B 2021 r. B Opmuraxe Obula opraHn3oBaHa HOBasi, BocTouHO-00CIOpCKast KC-
HMeNIUsl, OCHOBHOW 3afadell KOTOPOil CTalno M3y4eHUE AHTHUYHBIX MaMATHHKOB
asuarckoii yactu bocropckoro napcersa. [lepBbIM 00bEKTOM UCCICAOBAHUI APMHU-
Ta)KHOM MUCCHM cTalo noceneHue BectHuk-1, pacnonoxenHoe y xyropa BectHuk
B OKPECTHOCTAX ropoga AHambl. B TeueHHe Tpex MOJEBBIX CE30HOB BEIUCH
PacKOIIKM CaMOTo IOCEJTCHUs, TA€ OBIIO MCCIEAOBAHO OMIKANIIEe OKpYXEHHUE
paHee OOHApY>KEHHOTO MOHYMEHTAJBbHOIO I'PEUECKOro OOLIECTBEHHOIO 3[aHUS.
VYnanoch pacKphITh MO3IHIOI IPUCTPOUKY K HEMY, JaTHUPYEMYIO NIEPBOM MIOJIOBU-
Ho#t IV B. 1o H.3. Ha Hekpornosie BBISIBICHBI TPU NMOrpedaibHBIX KOMITIEKCa, BEpO-
ATHO, CIIy)KUBILNE KOJUIEKTUBHBIMU POIOBBIMHU YyChINanabHULAMU. MccnenoBannsie
norpeOeHnsT MPUHAIICKAT MECTHOMY CHHJICKOMY HACEIICHHIO U JaTHPYIOTCS OT
TpeThel ueTBepTy VI 10 BTopoil ueTBeptu V B. 10 H. 3.
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DEDICATION TO PAN FROM
THE PANTIKAPAION SUBURBS*

Construction work on the territory of a private household in Kerch’s
micro-district of Michurino (Fig. 1), near the Mithridates mound ridge,
led to the accidental discovery of a marble block with an inscription.
In antiquity, the necropolis of Pantikapaion was situated there, and in the
19t century there was a village named Scassi’s Fountain.! Yu. L. Belik,
who was studying 18™-century military fortifications, received this find
from the workers in 2022. For some time, the artefact was kept on the
territory of the Kerch Fortress. In 2023, it was brought to the Lapidarium
of the Eastern Crimean Historical and Cultural Museum Preserve for
restoration. Later, it was deposited for safekeeping in the museum stocks.

This marble block turned out to be a pedestal with a dedicatory
inscription. In secondary use, it was converted into a basin.?

The pedestal had the shape of a parallelepiped. Its front plane and
side edges were sanded (Fig. 2). The upper plane was carefully hewn
and sanded. There is a shallow recess on its surface for the installation
of a stone statue (Fig. 3, 4). The reverse side was polished with a final
trimming. Its dimensions are: 25.5 cm high, 56.0 cm long, and 48.5 cm
wide. The five-line inscription was carved on the front facade, above the
small, partially chipped, 8 cm-high shelf.

* N. Pavlichenko carried out this work within the framework of the Program
of Fundamental Scientific Research of the State Academies of Sciences, State
assignment No. FMZF-2022-0013.

I Sanzharovets 2019 [B. ®. Camxaposet, “CkaccreB @oHTaH U €T0 OCHOBATEIh
P. A. Cxaccu (OTIBIT HCTOPUKO-TOTIOHUMHUYECKOTO HccaenoBanus)”’], 201— 202.

2 There are many examples of the secondary use of stelae with inscriptions
among the Bosporan lapidary items. In modern times, they were used as building
material, including material for hydraulic structures. For example, P. Pallas mentions
a find of a marble tombstone with an inscription. It was “taken from the lining of an
old fountain located near the road to Kerch, on the western side” (Pallas 1871, 279,
Tab. 18, no. 2; CIRB 833). According to I. Stempkovsky, in the 1820s a pedestal with
a dedicatory inscription was used as a decoration of the Kerch fountain (CIRB 50).
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Fig. 1. A map of Kerch indicating the location where the inscription
was found.

In the 19t or early 20% century, in the construction of a fountain, the
pedestal was used as a building material for a bowl-shaped water reservoir
with vertical walls and drains.

The terrain where the artefact was found is a fertile valley teeming
with sources of fresh water. The valley is known for its gardens. This
is reflected in the toponyms Skassiev Fontan (Scassi’s Fountain) and
Skassievy sady (Scassi’s Gardens), named after R. Scassi.? In the 1830s,
Scassi, who planted a garden there, also constructed a water distribution
system that existed until the 1960s. V. F. Sanzharovets suggests that
Scassi’s Fountain was not a well, but a hydraulic structure, a fountain that
could have been constructed as early as the Middle Ages.* Apparently,
R. Scassi restored the destroyed captured spring and used its water to
irrigate his own garden.

V. F. Sanzharovets suggests a reconstruction of Scassi’s Fountain
as follows: a few (according to various sources, from two to ten) stone
“troughs” were located in a cascade along a wall. They had a special

3 Rafael Scassi (1785 — no earlier than 1834) was of Genoese origin. He was
one of the initiators of the establishment of the city government in Kerch and the
opening of a port there. He was involved in organizing trade with the highlanders
of the Caucasus (the Adyghe and Abazinians). He owned a house in Kerch as well
as a country house. P. I. Keppen admired the magnificent garden Scassi had planted
3 versts away from Kerch, where the trees and grapes he had brought from southern
France had taken root perfectly. He had a reputation as an adventurer and a smuggler.
He collected antique coins and other Bosporan antiquities and conducted excavations
in the Pantikapaion acropolis (Tunkina 2002 [Pycckasa nayka o kiaccuyeckux
opesnocmsax FOza Poccuu (XVIII — cepeouna XIX 6.)], 157—-158).

4 Sanzharovets 2019, 211.
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Fig. 3. The upper plane of the pedestal with the hollow for a statue’s
installation and the front facade with the inscription.

N il

Fig. 4. The upper plane of the pedestal with the hollow for a statue’s
installation.
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profile with hollows in the sides for pouring water into the lowest
reservoir and then into an artificial channel feeding a river tributary.
The big round basin was constructed in front of the “troughs”. It was
more than 3 m in depth and approximatively 2.5 m in diameter (Fig. 5).
Gradually the level of the aquifers was depleted. The fountain dried up
and was abandoned. In 1964, V. V. Veselov witnessed the remains of the
“so-called Scassi’s Fountain™.3

It is tempting to identify the pedestal with the dedicatory inscription as
the one of the “troughs” mentioned in the description of Scassi’s Fountain,
once situated along the road. However, it is unlikely that Scassi, who was
one of the first to realize the value of Kerch’s archaeological antiquities,
decided to cut off a part of the ancient Greek inscription for decoration
purposes during the reconstruction.

Probably the marble block belonged to another captured spring with
a similar structure. The fact that the pedestal was intentionally redesigned
as a fountain basin is confirmed by the changes to its construction.

For the secondary use, the pedestal was turned upside down. The plain
square hollow (its sides are 31.5 x 31.5 cm, its depth is 5.0 cm) with
rounded corners in the front part was cut in its former lower plane. Two
drains were cut there (Fig. 6). To decorate the basin’s front surface, at

Fig. 5. The reconstruction of “Scassi’s Fountain”
(according to Sanzharovets 2018, 218-219; the reconstruction drawing
was made by V. S. Karelina).

5 Sanzharovets 2019, 218-219; Veselov 1964 [B. B. Beceios, “BogocHabxenue
ctapoit Kepun™], 6.
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0 30 cm

Fig. 6. The upper surface of the block with the hollow and drains carved
in the lower surface of the pedestal during its secondary use.

Fig. 7. The front facade of the block with the hollow and the drain
in the form of a cartouche.
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least 7 cm were removed from the left part of the pedestal. As a result,
the first letters of each of the five lines were lost. The drain was cut in
the form of a figure cartouche imitating a scroll (Fig. 7).¢ The left part of
the pedestal became the front facade of the fountain’s basin. It was again
polished with final trimming, without sanding.

A thick and solidified layer of opus signinum solution covers the walls
of the basin’s bowl from the middle to the front surface. On top of it,
some tool marks are visible in some places. The remains of opus signinum
are also preserved on the lower plane and side edges of the artefact.
Obviously, the “troughs” forming a cascade of water jets were bonded
together with this solution.

The surface of the bowl’s hollow and the back and left lateral surfaces
of the basin are encrusted with a dense layer of biofoulers (brown algae),
which confirms the use of the detail as the basin of a fountain.

A set of restoration works, including the local strengthening of the
opus signinum daub on the edges of the basin’s boards and the layer-by-
layer clearing of the site’s surface, was conducted in the Lapidarium of
the Eastern Crimean Museum Preserve. The encrusted biofouler layers
were partly removed. Their remains were neutralized by biocide cleaning.
As a result of the conducted restoration, the text of the inscription was
exposed (Fig. 8):

0 30 cm

Puc. 8. The front plane of the pedestal with the dedication to Pan.

¢ According to an unconfirmed message in the social networks, another
small fragment of the drain of the similar hydraulic structure was found in the
same area.



140 Yuri Belik, Nina Kucherevskaya, Natalia Pavlichenko

[--]og, ITpa&irao[g KA]eoddpo
[Ma]vtwveig avédnkay TTovi
[MTot]proddeog dpyovtog Boomodpo
[kai] ®e0d06ing Kol BacIAedOVTOC
[Ziv]dwv, Maitdv naviov, O<a>tdv.

Line 5: ®ETQN stone.

[- -]os, Praxilaos, (the sons of) Kleodoros (?), the Mantineians, dedi-
cated to Pan, during the times of Paerisades, the archon of Bosporus
and Theodosia and the king of the Sindoi, all the Maeotai, Thatoi.

The inscription was made without visible underlining. It was probably
aligned to the left like, for example, the dedications from the times of
Leucon I and Paerisades [ (CIRB 6, 8, 14, 971, 972). The lines are straight.
The upper line is carved at a distance of from 1.0 to 2.5 cm from the upper
edge and is chipped. The letters are 0.15 cm high, with alpha and lambda
0.17 cm high. Omicron, theta, delta, and omega are smaller than the other
letters, at a height of 0.1 cm.

The letters are distinct. Some of them have apexes at the end of the
hastae in the form of straight lines, the others have triangular thickenings.
Alpha and lambda have widely opened hastae. The alpha’s horizontal
hasta is straight. Alpha, delta, and lambda have a vertical line on the top.
The middle hasta of epsilon is shorter than the upper and the lower ones.
Theta has a dot. Kappa'’s slanting hastae are widely opened, their crossing
hardly touches the vertical hasta. The mu ’s hastae are slightly opened. The
right lower corner of some nus is slightly raised. The pi’s right vertical
line is shorter than the left. Some sigmas’ lower and upper hastae become
almost horizontal. Chi has an intermediate form between the standard one
and the cross-shaped chi.” Omicron and omega are slightly smaller than
the other letters.

7 To date, 18 inscriptions with the preserved or restored name of the ruler are
known from the time of the reign of Paerisades I (preserved: CIRB 1, 9-11, 113,
971,972, 1014, 1015, 1039, 1040; Vinogradov—Tolstikov—Shelov-Kovedyaev 2002
[FO. I. Bunorpanos, B. I1. Tonctukos, @. B. lllenoB-Kosenses, “HoBble nekpeTs
Jlekona I, [lepucana u Osmena u3 [lantukanes™], 58—60; restored: CIRB 2, 5, 1041,
1042; Shelov-Kovedyaev 2018 [@. B. Illenos-Kosenses, “/lekpeTsl, HaliIcHHbIE
B [Tantukanee B 2015 romny”], 278-279; Shelov-Kovedyaev 2023 [®. B. Ilenos-
Kosenses, “Ilexpet Ilepucana I B yects canamunna?”’], 169—173). However, the chi
of this form appears in none of them.
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These paleographic features, as well as the letters PIXAAEOX at the
beginning of the third line, allow one to attribute this artefact to the time
of the reign of Paerisades 1.8

Since the form of this inscription is one of the standard varieties of
the Bosporan dedicatory inscriptions of the 4t century BC (the names of
dedicators, their status, the verb avatifnu, the deity’s name in the dative
case, the ruler’s title in the genitive case), the three missing letters in the
beginning of lines 3—5 and two missing letters at the beginning of line
2 can be restored with confidence. The difference in the number of letters
is explained by the presence of the “narrow” iota in lines 3 to 5.

The first line is the worst-preserved, but the plural of the ethnicon
[Ma]vtiveig and of the form dvéOnkav indicate that the dedication was
made on behalf of at least two Mantineians. EOAQPO is a part of the
personal name in the genitive case. So, most likely, there were two
names in the nominative case and the patronymic in the genitive case
in the line 1.° Only the ending [- -]Joc of the first name was preserved.!?
It was probably followed by Ilpa&iiao[c]. Apparently, although this
name was not found in Arcadian inscriptions,'! the personal names
with stems originating from npdooc® and Aadg are relatively common in
Arcadian inscriptions of the 4™ and 3t centuries BC.!? The patronymic
can be restored as [@]eoddpo or [KA]eoddpo. Both these names have
been repeatedly witnessed from Arcadia in the 4t and 3t centuries BC
(LGPN III A. s.v.) However, since the size of the letter spacing ranges
from 0.06 cm to 0.04 cm, the latter option seems more probable.

Up to now, three Bosporan epigraphic artefacts attributed to the
Arcadians are known. These are the Pantikapaion decree of the Arcadian

8 Boltunova—Knipovich 1962 [A. U. BonryHoBa, T. H. Kuumosuu, “Ouepk
HUCTOPHH TPEUecKoro januaapHoro miuceMa Ha Bocmope™], 12, pl. II; Zavoykin—
Zavoykina 2020 [A. A. 3aBoiikuH, H. B. 3aBoiikuna, “Tpertnit nekpetr CriapTokuaoB
n3 @anaropun’], 144; Bekhter 2023 [A. I1. bextep, “Jlanmnapasre mpud sl bocopa
VI-I BB. 10 H. 3.”], 28-32.

9 See, for example, the Pantikapaion epitaph of the second half of the 4th century
BC: Eevd, Eevomeifng | Eevodnpo, “Xeno, Xenopeithes, (the daughter and son of)
Xenodemus” (CIRB 214).

10 Before omicron, the lower part of the slanting hasta of probably alpha or
lambda is visible.

11" So far it is known only in Lesbos: /G XII. 2. 547, 554; 2" century BC (?).

12 See, for example, LGPN. III A s.v. Ilpoa&iag, Mpa&idapog, ITpa&ivooc,
Ipa&ivog, Ipo&itag, Ilpa&itéing, Ipo&iov, IIpagmvidng s.v. AvOeciloog,
Aptotoraog, EvBOAa0g, ®pacdraog, ITepidaog, ITpatdraog, Xapilaog.
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League in honor of Leucon I (CIRB 37), two Phanagorian inscriptions:
CIRB 991 mentioning a youvdotiov and [- -] Mavtvéag motpi[dog], and
the epitaph of Tegean Pantias, deceased in Phanagoria.!? V. P. Yaylenko
also dates both of these inscriptions to the times of Leucon I, i.e., to
the first half of the 4t century BC. A. A. Zavoykin presumes that the
Mantineians most likely appeared in Bosporus between 386 BC, when
Mantineia had ceased to exist as a town (Xen. Hell. 5. 2. 5-7), and 370 BC,
when the city was rebuilt (Xen. Hell. 5. 5. 3-5).1* Yaylenko suggests that
all three artefacts are linked to trade relations between Bosporus and
Arcadia. He believes that Tegean Pantias and the unknown Mantineian
were merchants.!> However, some scientists strongly believe that they
were mercenaries. !¢

During the reign of Paerisades I, Bosporus fought many wars. Surely,
skilled mercenary warriors were necessary for the defense of various
fortifications. Demosthenes’ speech In Phormionem, most probably dated
to 327/326 BC, mentions the war between Paerisades and the Scythians.!”
The tombstone of Paphlagonian Drosanis, dead poyopevoc éu Maitoug
(CIRB 180), the abundance of the warrior burials in Meotian burial
grounds of the 4t century BC,!8 and, implicitly, the evolution of the titles
of Paerisades I also indicate combat activity.

13 Yaylenko 2017 [B. II. Sinenko, “Hcropust m smurpapuxa OnbBuw,
Xepconeca u bocriopa VII B. o H. 3. — VII B. H. 2.””], 857-860. V.V. Latyshev and
the publishers of CIRB attributed the inscription CIRB 991 to Varia. V. P. Yaylenko
thinks that it was a tombstone.

14 Zavoykin 2013a [A. A. 3aBoiikun, “Bocropckue rpeku u ‘a3uaTcKue Bap-
Baphbl’ B IIEPUOJL apXauKU U PaHHEro UIMHU3MA”], 164.

15 Yaylenko 2017, 857-860; the publishers of CIRB dated CIRB 991 to the wide
range of dates of the 4t century BC. However, the form of nu with the lower right
corner on the same level with the left one is more common in the middle to second
half of the 4t century BC.

16 Vinogradov 1991 [}O. I'. BunorpamoB, “®@aHaropuiickue HaeMHHKH ],
29 n. 109; Zavoykin 2013b [A. A. 3aBoiikun, “O6pa3zoBanue bocnopckoro rocy-
JapcTBa. ApPXEOJNIOTHsI M XPOHOJIOTUS CTAHOBJICHUsS JepxaBbl CHapTOKUIOB”],
331-333; Zavoykin—Tolstikov 2017 [A. A. 3aBoiikun, B. I1. Tonctukos, “Odepk
nonutudeckor ucropuu [lantukanes u @anaropun”], 55; SEG 37. 676.

17 ... év 1@ Boomdpy poxdnpa ta mpdypato S tov cupPavta mtorepov 1@
Hoproddn mpdg tov Zxvbny ... (Dem. 34. 8), cf. also Polyaen. Stratag. 7. 37.

18 Limberis—Marchenko 2010 [H. }O. Jlum6epuc, 1. 1. Mapuenko, “Meotsr’],
198-199; Kamenetskiy 2011 [W. C. Kameneukuii, ctopus uzy4enus meotos], 260—
261; Zavoykin 2013a, 178—179.
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Therefore, since Mantineia was Pan’s motherland according to one of
the varieties of the myth, probably also the Mantineans mentioned in the
inscription were mercenaries who made the dedication to Pan either as
one of the supreme deities of their native land, or, more likely, due to his
ability to inspire divine terror in enemy troops.!®

Due to the absence of the archaeological context, the dating of the
dedication to Pan is based solely on its paleographic and orthographic
features and the titles of Paerisades 1.

Overall, the font of the inscription combines early and late letter forms.
For example, the lower right corner of some nus is lifted, whereas other
nus’ left and right corners are on the same level. The sigma’s slanting
hastae can be straight or slightly bent. In line 3, the hastae are opened at
a smaller angle and are almost parallel.

Genitive cases of the second declension ending with -0 and not
with -ov ([KA]e0ddpd, Boomopd)?? are common in the inscriptions from
the times of Leucon I. Besides, the text demonstrates a combination of
the uncontracted form [Ilat]pioddeog with the contracted form O<o>t@dv.
Such variations (e.g. Topetéwv/Topet@®v) are typical of the same period
and have been found in chronologically relatively close inscriptions.?!

All of the above could indicate the fairly early dating, i. e., the beginning
of the reign of Paerisades. On the other hand, he is called “reigning over
the Sindoi, all the Maeotai and Thatoi”, i.e, the same as in CIRB 9?2 and
1015, which belong to the latest inscriptions of this Bosporan king. It is
worth noting that these two inscriptions look like a close analogy to the
Mantineians’ dedication, judging by the general character of the writing.
Hence, the new inscription from the times of Paerisades I should probably
be dated to the wide range between the middle and the second half of his
rule, i.e., approximately to the period from the 330s to the 310s BC.?3

19 See e. g. Hdt. 6. 105, Paus. 10. 23. 7; Farnell 1909, 431-434; Pritchett 1978,
32-34, 45; Jost 1985, 456-476; Borgeaud 1988, 88—101.

20 There are only two similar inscriptions from the times of Paerisades I: CIRB
10, 971.

21 CIRB 6, Sokolova—Pavlichenko 2002 [O. O. Coxomnosa, H. A. ITaBnmn4eHko,
“Hosast nocBatutenbHas Haamuch u3 Humdes™], 101; CIRB 1037. See also CIRB,
A Brief Outline of the Grammar of the Bosporan Inscriptions, 811 No. I1.1.3.

22 Belova 1968 [H. C. Benosa, “K naamucu IOSPE 1I 8], 43—-53.

23 Zavoykin 2013b, 398, 499-500. Recently a number of publications have
appeared whose authors believe that the relative chronology of the inscriptions from
the times of Leucon I and Paerisades I should be based not on the sequential change
in the regal titles, but primarily on the paleographic and orthographic features of the
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In Bosporus, the cult of Pan did not belong to the state religious
pantheon. As the patron of gardens and forests, he could be honored
together with the nymphs. As one of the companions of Dionysos, he could
be honored with other deities of the Dionysian circle. M. I. Rostovtsev
believed that the relief depiction of Pan at the entrance to the catacomb
of the Nymphaion necropolis could evidence the presence of chthonic
elements in his cult or serve as the apotropaion.*

Regarding the secondary use, it is hard to determine the particular
temple or sanctuary in which two Mantineians installed their dedication to
Pan. Though joint dedications to Pan and nymphs were made very often,2>
it was probably one of the sanctuaries of the nymphs in Pantikapaion
or nearby. Judging by the hollow on the upper plane of the pedestal, it

inscriptions (Yaylenko 2010 [B. I1. Siinenko, “TricsueneTHuid OOCIOPCKHIA peix.
Uctopus u snurpaduka bocmopa VI B. 10 H. 3. — V B. H. 3.”], 48-49; Bekhter 2022
[A.II. Bextep, “Jlammnapusie mpudTter bocmopa VI-1 BB. 10 H. 3.”, in: B. I. BoBuna-
Jlebenera (ed.), Hcmopus nucoma om anmuunocmu 0o Hoeoco epemenu. Ouepxu
no snuepaghuxe, nareocpaguu u ounromamuxke], 32-39. Unfortunately, there is
a general consensus that the font of the inscriptions from the times of Leucon I and
Paerisades I is very difficult to accurately date (see Boltunova—Knipovich 1962,
12; Zavoykin—-Zavoykina 2020, 142-145; Bekhter 2022, 28). The orthographic
changes, such as -6/-ov in the genitive of the second declension, are found in the
north Black Sea coastal region until the last quarter of the 4t century BC. Of course,
the Achaemenid magnificence of the regal title (Tokhtas’iev 2001 [C. P. ToxTacses,
“IIpoucxoxacuue TuTyaaTypsl Craprokumos”], 164) most likely did not fully
correspond to the real state of affairs, and the Bosporan kings were not the rulers
of barbarian territories in the same manner as they were &pyovteg Boondpov xai
®¢odocing (Balakhvantsev—Beglova 2011 [A. C. banaxsannes, E. A. bermosa,
“Apudapn — nappb ¢parteeB wim cupakon”], 578; Zavoykin 2021 [A. A. 3aBoiikuH,
“BapBapckue mieMeHa U X TeppUTOpUM HoJ BiacThio CrnapTokunon’], 68). It
seems, however, that since the title of the Bosporan kings reflected the situation in
various stages of interaction between the Spartokid state and the barbarian tribes, the
relative chronology of Bosporan inscriptions from the 4t century BC should not be
based mainly on their palacographic and orthographic features, but on the content
of the title along with the data of archaeological excavations.

24 Rostovtsev 1914 [M. U. PocroBiieB, “AHTHYHAS ICKOPATHBHAS KUBOMUCH Ha
tore Poccun’], 394-397, tab. XCVI; Grach 1999 [H. JI. I'pau, Hexpononv Humees),
132-137.

25 See, for example, the pedimental stele with a dedication to Pan and nymphs
from the Cave of Pan in Marathon (Paus 1. 32. 7), 61/60 BC (SEG 36. 267), also
1G 112 4646 (Attica, the 4t century BC) and the relief from the middle of the 4t
century BC, found in Pentelikon with a depiction of Hermes, Pan, and nymphs and
a dedication to nymphs (LIMC VIIL 1, p. 936 no. 236, SEG 12. 166).
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could be a stone statue carved as a monolith with a plinth attached to the
pedestal in this hollow.2¢
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In 2022, a marble block was accidentally found in Kerch. Its surface was covered
with a layer of opus signinum and brown algae. One of its sides had a plain square
hollow with two drains. These features indicate that the block was used as a building
material for some hydraulic structure.

After a set of restoration measures, an inscription with partially preserved text
was uncovered on one of the block edges. The inscription reads: “[- -]os, Praxilaos,
(the sons of) Kleodoros (?), the Mantineians dedicated to Pan, during the times of
Paerisades, the archon of Bosporus and Theodosia, reigning over the Sindoi, all
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the Maeotai, Thatoi”. Judging by the hollow on the block’s upper edge, it was
a pedestal for a stone statue. The inscription is dated back to the 330s—310s BC.
This is a votive offering by two Mantineians who probably were mercenaries in the
army of Paerisades I. They made a dedication to Pan either as one of the supreme
deities of their motherland Arcadia or, more likely, due to his ability to inspire
divine terror in enemy troops.

There was no individual cult of Pan in Bosporus; however, he could be
worshiped together with the nymphs or the deities of the Dionysian circle.

B 2022 r. 8 Kepun Ob11 cityuaitHo HaiineH MpaMopHBIi 010k. Ero moBepxHOCTH
ObUIa TOKPBITA CJIOEM LEMSIHKH U OyphIX BOIOPOCIIEHi, a Ha OHOW U3 IIOCKOCTEN
MMEETCsI INTOCKOE KBaJpaTHOE YIITyOJIeHHe ¢ ABYMS BOJOCIMBaMu. Bee 310 ykasbl-
BAJIO HA TO, YTO OJIOK HCIIOJIB30BAJICS B KAYECTBE CTPOUTEIILHOIO MaTepHaa Juis
KaKOTO-TO THPOTEXHUIECKOTO COOPYKEHHUS.

ITocie BBIMOTHEHHMS KOMIUIEKCA PECTABPALIMOHHBIX MEPONPHATHH HA OJHOU
13 rpaHeii 610Ka ObLT BBISIBJICH YaCTHYHO COXPAHMUBIIUKCS TEKCT HAAMHKCH: [- -]oc,
Ipakcunaii, (coinogvs) Kneooopa (?), manmunetiyel, nocesmunu Ilany npu Ilepu-
cade, apxonme Bocnopa u @eodocuu u yape Hao CUHOAMU, BCeMu Meomamu, ga-
mesmu. Cyas o ynIyOlNeHHI0 Ha BEpXHEW IIIOCKOCTH OJIOKa, OH SIBIISUICS HOCTa-
MEHTOM KaMeHHOW cratyu. Hanmuce martupyercs 330-310-mu 1T 10 H. 3. OTO
BOTHBHOE NTPUHOIICHNE ABYX MAaHTHHEUIIEB, BEPOSATHO, SBIABILINXCS HACMHUKAMHU
B Boiicke [lepucana I, kotopbie caenanu nocesiuenue [lany i1mbo xak ogHOMY U3
BEPXOBHBIX OOXKECTB CBOCH pOomuHBI ApKaiwu, JH00, BeposTHee, Omaromaps ero
CHOCOOHOCTH BHYILIATH Y>Kac BPaKECKUM BOMCKaM.

OtnenpHOTO Kynbra Ilana Ha bocmope He cymecTBoBajo, HO OH MOT ITOYH-
TaTbCsl BMECTE C HUM(paMH MITH OOXKeCTBaMH AUOHUCHHCKOTO KpyTa.
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METRICAL EPITAPHS FROM THE SOUTHERN
SUBURB OF TAURIC CHERSONESOS*

From 2021 to 2023, about 30 lapidary inscriptions were found during
large-scale archaeological research in the Southern Suburb of Tauric
Chersonesos. In the Hellenistic age, this territory was used mainly for
agricultural and craft activity. Burials appeared there at the same time.
Thereafter, throughout the Roman period, a big necropolis was established
at the site.! Among other tombstone inscriptions found on its grounds,
three metrical epitaphs in various states of preservation were unearthed.

1. A sarcophagus-ossuary made of a single block of white marble
(no. XT-21-P.4-1705-1) (Fig. 1-3). Its length is 70.0 cm, its height is
52 cm, its width is from 27.0 to 40.0 cm. The sarcophagus is fragmented.
The lid is missing. The rear wall, a part of the bottom, and most of the side
walls are completely lost. Only minor fragments and angular faces from
the front side have survived. The upper ends of the walls have a profiled
protrusion for the cover groove. A four-line inscription is chiselled into
the front wall. Subsequently, the sarcophagus was reused, apparently as
a collector in a water supply system. This is indicated by a hole in the
bottom (d — 5.0 cm) and traces of two gutters opposite each other on the

* The authors express their sincere gratitude to Sergei Solovyev, field director
of the archaeological project at Chersonesos, for permission to publish these
artefacts. The archaeological context and general characteristics of the inscriptions
were compiled by Natalia Pavlichenko, who carried out this work within the
framework of the Program of Fundamental Scientific Research of the State
Academies of Sciences, State Assignment no. FMZF-2022-0013. Nina Almazova
(in the following: N. A.), Denis Keyer (D. K.), and Alexander Verlinsky (A. V.)
read and reconstructed the inscriptions. We are grateful to Carlo Martino Lucarini
(C. L.) for a number of proposals and fruitful criticism.

I Solovyova, Vinogradov et al. 2024 [H. ®. ConosbeBa, FO. A. Bunorpaos,
B. JI. Me, C. JI. ConoBbes, B. B. Baxonees, “Kparkue HTOTH apXe0I0THIECKUX
packonok FOxuoro mpuropoga Xepcorneca], 17-29; Solovyova, Solovyev et al.
2024, 2044,
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preserved parts of the side walls. Running water flowed through the side
gutters, and the round hole in the bottom of the sarcophagus served as

a drain.

Fig. 2. Sarcophagus-ossuary of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios.
Side wall with remains of the gutter.
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Fig. 3. Sarcophagus-ossuary of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios. Top view.

It was found in the excavation area 4 during the dismantling of the
southern edge at the level of the 4t stratum (2.15 m from point zero of
the Baltic height system) of square 107/175 in a layer of mixed grey
loose clay loam. As a result of construction and archaeological work, this
layer was redeposited. Apparently, it was formed from construction and
household debris and a large number of ceramic tare, for the most part
from the 153" centuries AD, and single fragments of ceramics of the
61—7t centuries AD.

The entire text clearly reads:

Aglyova Gopvokém Atovo|ciov EvBade keital |
TEGGOPAKOVT’ ETEMV HOT|pav EAOVTOC ENV.

Here lie the remains of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios, who
obtained his death at the age of 40.

The front surface of the sarcophagus is not trowelled, but the in-
scription was carved very carefully with a decorative font. The letters have
triangle thickenings at their ends and apexes. A/pha has a straight crossbar.
Theta has a detached crossbar. The lower parts of nu’s vertical hastae are
at the same level. There are two types of omicron. One type is oval in
the dimensions of the line and the other one is small, much smaller than
the rest of the letters. Rho has an incomplete semicircle. Sigma is four-
stroke with horizontal hastae. Upsilon has a crossbar. The circumference
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of phi is almost in the dimensions of the line, and its vertical hasta extends
beyond the line. Psi has straight hastae. Ligatures are N and Y, N and M.
In the manner of writing and in the form of theta, rho, sigma, and psi,
the epitaph of Pharnaces is close to the Chersonesos decree in honour
of matépeg Hpaxiedror of 138 AD.2 The presence of ligatures and the
forms of upsilon and phi are similar to the inscriptions from the second
quarter to the middle of the 2" century AD,? which does not contradict the
archaeological context.

In Roman times, a complex of monumental burial structures, including
a columbarium crypt, was built in the territory of excavation area 4, where
temenos existed in the 4t century BC. In the first centuries AD, there also
were cremation grounds (117 of them were discovered) and other burials
performed according to the cremation rite.*

Ceramic and lead urns were among the most widespread options in
Chersonesos for burying ashes after corpse cremation in the first centuries
AD. They were placed in stone boxes with lids.> Sometimes burials were
carried out directly into small sarcophagi-ossuaries.® Unlike ossuaries in
Asia Minor, where epitaphs on osthothekai were often accompanied with
images of garlands and various reliefs,” Chersonesian ossuaries of the first
centuries AD known to us were decorated much more simply. The marble
ossuary of Helis, son of Helis from Amastris, is a rectangular marble box
whose entire front wall is covered with an inscription. Helis built tov
Bouov k& v dotobfknv for himself and his wife during his lifetime.?

2 JOSPE 12 362, 363 (https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.25.html); see also IOSPE 12
357 (https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.24.html) (decree in honor of an Heraclean citizen
Thrasymedes, first third of the 2" century AD).

3 See for example, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.23.html (decree in honor of an
Heraclean citizen Papias, 130/131 AD).

4 Avetikov—Vakhoneev 2024 [A. A. Aserukos, B. B. Baxonees, “Apxeoio-
THYeCKre UcclenoBanus Ha packome 47, 81.

5 Avetikov—Vakhoneev 2024, 81-82.

6 Zubar 1982 [B. H. 3y6aps, “Hekponons Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro I-IV BB.
H.3.”], 56-58.

7 Ahrens 2015, 190-191; see, for example, Lafli-Christof 2015, 200 no. 23
(Cilicia, 27 century AD), SEG 60, 1163—1174 (Ephesos, 15t century BC — 1 century
AD); see also Yildiz 2021, 367-375 (Ephesos, 152" centuries AD).

8 JOSPE 12 542, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.417.html (height 30.0 cm, length
56.0 cm, width 36.0 cm). V. V. Latyshev dated the inscription to no later than the
15t century AD, 1. V. Makarov to the 2 century AD. It was reused for a baby burial.
See also two non-joining fragments of a wall of a marble ossuary with a bilingual
epitaph from the 2" century AD (IOSPE 12 5006, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.415.html).


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.25.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.24.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.23.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.417.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.415.html
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A limestone ossuary of Hemera, the wife of Metrodoros, found in an
unrobbed catacomb, has the same shape. The inscription was placed on
the wall facing the entrance. It occupies the entire wall and an edge of the
lid (Fig. 4).° Apparently, the only example of at least a minimal decorative
design of an ossuary is a massive limestone sarcophagus-ossuary with a
metrical epitaph for an 18-year-old woman. Only a part of its front wall
with an inscription in a relief frame and several anepigraphic fragments
have been preserved. Judging by the size of the preserved wall, this
ossuary also had a rectangular shape (Fig. 5).1°

Fig. 4. 3A. Limestone
ossuary of Hemera, wife of
Metrodoros (IOSPE 12 513).

". . CETHKOTPHKABANIS

A
ENEAKAIAEKAI" MEPITAOMENOYENIAYTOY

SNANAYAVENHIAANAIEL |

Fig. 5. 3B. The front wall of the ossuary with metrical epitaph for
an 18-year-old woman (/OSPE 17 516).

9 IOSPE 12 513 (height 18.0 cm, length 29.0 cm, width 20.0 cm), the second half

of the 2" — the early 3 century AD. The inscription says that the ashes of Hemera
were placed in the ossuary only &ig &tn &” flu<t>cv.

10 JOSPE 12 516, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.204.html (preserved height 78.0 cm,

preserved length 88.0 cm), the second half of the 2m — the early 3t century AD.
Among epitaphs of the 2" century BC — 2™ century AD from Asia Minor, there were
also metrical epitaphs mentioning cremation: Merkelbach—Stauber 1998-2004, Nos.
03/06/04, 03/07/17, 03/07/19, 09/05/05, 14/13/04, 16/52/02.


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.204.html
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In Hemera’s ossuary, glass vessels lay on top of burnt bones. Between
the bones were various pieces of jewellery.!! Based on the size of the
sarcophagus of Pharnaces, it could also have contained grave goods
besides bones or an urn with ashes.!?

Pharnaces, the son of Dionysios, had been unknown so far. However,
both the material of the sarcophagus and the accuracy of the font indicate
the high social status of the buried. Unlike in Bosporus, where from the
15t century BC to the 3" century AD the personal name ®apvdxng occurs
about 80 times, and its derivative ®apvokiov occurs about 60 times
(LGPN 1V s.v.), in Chersonesos @apvakng as the name of a local citizen
is attested only in the inscription about the donation for the manufacture
of columns from the second half of the 2 to the first half of the 3
century AD and on a lead urn of the same period.!? ®apvakiov was found
on a tombstone stela from the 24 century AD.!* Thus, Pharnaces, son of
Dionysios, for whom this sarcophagus was built, could also have been of
Bosporan origin. Given the close Bosporan-Chersonesos ties in the first
centuries AD, this would not be surprising.

2. A tablet made of white marble (no. XT-21-P.7-823.1), broken off
on the right (Fig. 6). Its height is 12.7 cm, surviving width is 17.4—
16.1 cm, thickness is 3.0 cm. There is a seven-line inscription on the
front side. The front surface and side planes are trowelled, but they
are not smoothed. The front side displays finer processing than the
back side. Judging by its small size, the tablet was a part of a funerary
construction. For example, it could have been inserted into a wall of
a sarcophagus or, probably, into a limestone stela similarly to many
marble and limestone tablet inserts.

The tablet was found in excavation area 7, in the layer, during the
removal of stratum 6 of square 156/85 (brown clay loam with stone)
together with mixed amphorae material, which included a small
number of fragments of amphorae and of other materials from the 3rd—
2nd centuries BC from the underlying strata of the Hellenistic period.
The excavation area 7 strata 3—7, located at a depth of 0.58 m to

04K 1893 [Omuemsr Hmnepamopckou Apxeonocuueckoti Komuccuu 3a
1891 200], 142.

12 See Zubar 1982, 58.

13 JOSPE 1? 442, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.142.html; Solomonik 1987 [3. U. Co-
JIOMOHUK, “CBHHIIOBBIEC YPHBI C HAIIHCAMH U3 XepcoHeca™], 72-74.

14 Solomonik 1964 [3. U. Conomonuk, Hogvle snuepaguueckue namsmuku
Xepconeca], 52, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.374.html.


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.142.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.374.html

Metrical Epitaphs from the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos 155

0 10
I T O OO

Fig. 6. Epitaph of Philo, daughter of Apollonios.

—0.34 m from RO, contained material of Roman amphorae fragments,
tableware, and red-lacquered ceramics from the late 15t century BC — late
3t century AD.

The name and patronymic in the first line are placed in the middle
of the line, as is often the case with metrical epitaphs. The rest of the
inscription was carved without margins, in close proximity to the tile
edges. The inscription was carved without visible rulers. Some letters are
at different levels. The height of the letters ranges from 1.0 to 1.2 cm:
omicron is 0.5-0.7 cm high, omega is 0.9 cm high.

The letters have apexes in the form of triangular thickenings. They are
mostly narrow. The slanting hastae of some alphas, deltas, and lambdas
are slightly bent. Alpha has a straight crossbar. The epsilon’s middle
horizontal hasta is shorter than both upper and lower ones. Theta is with
a point. Theta, as well as omicron, is smaller than the dimensions of the
line. The point of connection of the slanting hastae of mu and upsilon is
closer to the upper part of the letter. The slanting lines of some nus do not
reach the end of the vertical hastae. The right hasta of pi is shorter than
the left one. The horizontal hasta protrudes to the right. R4o has a small



156 Nina Almazova, Denis Keyer, Natalia Pavlichenko, Alexander Verlinsky

semicircle. Sigma is four-stroke. Its hastae are almost horizontal. Omega
is almost in the dimensions of the line, with triangular thickenings at the
ends of the horizontal hastae. Such palaecographic features find analogies
in the decrees dating from the middle to late 2" century BC.!3

The epitaph can be reconstructed e.g. as follows:

Ouo Amorwviov Bu[ydnp (B0[yatep?) xoipe?]

ol 11 6¢ pop@dc KGALOG £po[cato HOPGitov aicag]
napBévov, obte xepdv mhve[opog edpapia],

A" Aidng otuyepoioty Epin[vaig TAfHOvVO pHapyoc]
Tav adaf] BoAapmv T’ E[kaAvye TAEML].

ynpodt 8¢ tokfi d1Aovg €mi o[uatt pipvet] 5
obvopa- TdAAa 8° Exel mhvta p[édag Aidng].

Philo, the daughter of Apollonios, farewell.

Neither virginal beauty of appearance saved thee [from mortal fate],
nor the wisest [dexterity] of hands, but Hades, [having abducted thee,
wretched,] in terrible rocks [hid] thee, who knew no bridal chamber,
[beneath this grave.] For the aged parent, the name of Philo [on the
gravestone is all that remains]; all the rest is owned by the [black
Hades].

V. 1. épvo[caro popoipov aicac] A. V. For pdpouog aico cf. Peek
GVI 796; Anth. Gr. 7. 343.

V. 2. mévo[opog evpapia] C. L. : mdvo[opot épyaciot] A. V. + D. K.
For gopapia yepdv cf. Eur. Bacch. 1128 dAL> 6 6e0¢ edpapeiav Enedidoov
yepoiv. Although the form edudpeia definitely dominates, there are some
examples of evpapio: Plat. Lys. 204 d 1; IG 11? 11434 (Athens, 4t cent.
BC); the grammarian Herodian (De orthogr., GrGr 111. 2. 1 p. 453. 15—
20 Lentz) cites gopdpela/evpapio among examples of the alternative
forms ending in €w0/10, the latter ones being ‘poetical’ according to him.
Far less probable is mavco|[ogia gpovipwv] A. V. (mavo[opio would be
a hapax).

For the motif “talents/virtues did not save from death”, cf. Peek
GVI 1940 ‘TovAio [peyuyévelo poio moAAAS GMOGAGH YUVOIKAG / OVK
£€puyov Moipag; 1037 'H & éni cwppocivy 06&av &v dnact gépovoa /

15 JOSPE 1?2 349, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html (decree honouring a man in
the service of Mithridates Eupator, 120-63 BC); IOSPE 12 352, https://iospe.kcl.
ac.uk/3.8.html (decree honouring Diophantos of Sinope, ca. 110 BC).


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.8.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.8.html
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ovk Epuyov Odvatov: Moipa yap ixev 6povg; 1169 d¢ mpolmav Podung
damedov Neihov moAv EOV / kol mpokomaic AApyag, TOAAOIGL 3 TOAAL
Toapacy®V, / undéva Avmmoog, GAL’ €ig 10 dikatov afpnoag, / Moipdv ook
gpvyev tproc®dv pitov; 1728; 1732, ete.

V. 3. épim[vaig TAquovo papyag] A. V. For paprte (about Hades,
Moira vel sim.), cf. Peek GVI 567, 972 etc.

otvyepaiow épin[vaug] (the locative dative) suggests rocks or
mountain peaks as the place of death; otuyepdg often occurs with nouns
that refer to the cause of death (such as vdc0g).

Alternatively, épin[voig mavt’ deaviCwv] C. L. Since sch. Apoll. Rhod.
1. 581 (p. 50, 1. 16 Wendel), along with the explanation of épinvag as
amoppdyoc Kohovag, ‘precipitous peaks’, which seems to be a more usual
meaning, gives also omylato kpnuvdon, viz. ‘steep caves’, one may sup-
pose that it does not refer to the real circumstances of the girl’s death,
but metaphorically to Hades, who disguises (destroys) everything in his
caves. For the caves that were thought of as entrances to Hades, cf. Ap.
Rhod. 2. 735 onéog [...] Aidao and the famous passage Verg. Aen. 7. 568
specus... Ditis; ibid. 6. 237 spelunca alta.

Apart from a form of épimvn, épur][ could be reconstructed as
épin[vooc, which occurs only once in a poetic text (anapests) on a papyrus
(P. Heid. inv. G. 222 a-m).16

V. 4. g[xaroye (é[méxpoye) themt] A. V. For a combination of
60¢ in dative with tapog see Peek GVI 39, 426, 677, 922. kaAdwT®
and (ém)kpOmte are the standard verbs in this context in epitaphs. The
subjects of such actions are usually parents, friends, the motherland, the
earth, etc., rather than Hades. However, cf. SEG 40, 1106 (223/224 AD,
Lydia): évBade niinv mpometng Awdng ékaivyev; EAD 30 (Couilloud
1974), 477: noip’ ékdAvyev / Aidew; BCH 1923, 378-380: Moipa
[KaA]oye Kaxn.

V. 5. o[quatt pipver] N. A. : o[quot’ €éreipdn] A. V. For the motif cf.
Peek GVI 1764 Mixkng obvopo podvov &xet tapog, evaePéeg 8¢ / yoynyv
kol mediov téppoves ‘Hivoiwv; more usual for cenotaphs: 1746 Obvoua
podvov €xet otdia, Eéve, odpa 6¢ movtog; 1571 podvov 6’ uétepov Pou)
[ABog] obvopa eovoi, 1814 Xo pev &v vypt] / vexpog, &ym & dAAwG
obvoua TopuPog Exmv / knpuoow tavainbec Emog T00E.

V. 6. u[éhag Ailong] A. V. (cf. Soph. OT 29 f.) : u[éhag Bdvatoc]
D. K. (cf. Batr. 208; Eur. Tro. 1314-1315; IG XII. 7. 302. 15; for &yet
Oavatog cf. /G IX. 2. 314. 2).

16 Bilabel 1925, 338 (cf. Heitsch 1963, 37).
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It appears that the name ®1A® has not yet been found in the Cher-
sonesos onomasticon. Female personal names with - were common
in Chersonesos primarily in the 3™ century BC, but there are isolated
examples belonging to the 4t and 2" centuries BC; there also seems to
be a single example in the 2"d century AD.!7

Chersonesos inscriptions show few personal names with the @iA- stem.
They appear since the 4% century BC. There are also several examples
from the 2" century AD (LGPN 1V s.v.). It is evident that there are infi-
nitely more theophoric names based on the name of Apollo, one of the
most important deities of the Chersonesos pantheon. AtoAA®viog is the
most frequent of them. Such names are known since the Hellenistic age,
when there was an official cult of Apollo, extending into the 2" century
AD (LGPN 1V s.v.).18

3. A fragment (lower right corner) of a white marble tablet with an
inscription on its front side (no. XT-21-P.4-2058/1, Fig. 7-8). Preserved
height is 12.0 — 7.0 cm, preserved width is 11.5 — 9.0 cm, thickness is
3.0 cm. The front surface was carefully processed and trowelled. The
back surface was smoothed. Traces of tool processing are visible in its
lower part; the preserved part of the right-side face was smoothed. Just
like the epitaph of Philo, the daughter of Apollonius, this tablet was
probably part of some kind of funerary structure.

The tablet was found in excavation area 4 during the removal of
stratum 8 of square 105/174 (brown clay loam), in a mixed layer. Its
formation level is 0.93 m from the 0 point of the Baltic height system.
The layer is characterized by a large number of fragments of amphorae
from the Roman period (the 153 centuries AD), although isolated
fragments from the 9t—11t centuries are also found there. Noteworthy
is the large (compared with other layers) number of fragments of glass
vessels and red-lacquered ware from the 15t-3td centuries AD.

17 Examples from the 4t century BC: Apiotd, Matpd, Solomonik 1973
[2. U. Conomonuk, Hogvie snuepaguyeckue namamuuxu Xepconeca. Jlanuoapmnvie
naonucu], 139, 176; from the 3 century BC: Apyeod, IOSPE 12 507; Mopka,
Solomonik 1964, 30; Apkeod, Mevdik®, Hpd, Tepd, Solomonik 1973, 125, 147,
160, 174; from the 2" century BC: KAem, Solomonik 1978 [3. 1. ConoMOHUK,
“HeckonbKO HOBBIX Hajamucei XepcoHecckoro myses”’|, 68; from the 2m century
AD: [Nlewood, IOSPE 12 460.

18 Bondarenko 2003 [M. E. bouaapenko, “Ilanteon Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro™],
74—77; Trofimova—Pavlichenko 2022, 134.
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0 5 0 5
" - — [ - -

Fig. 7. Fragment of the marble Fig. 8. Fragment of the marble
tablet with part of the metrical tablet with part of the metrical
epitaph. Front side. epitaph. Back side.

[- -IELJA[- -]

[- -1I xoi pote-

[- -] mevBeiv dpe-

[- -Juetepav Euvog

[- -]Jo d6p0C, dAAL TO ot- 5
[- -Tv {dov kddog

[- -] povorig vacat

The letters are slightly elongated, with apexes. Alpha has an open top
and a broken crossbar. Lambda is with an open top. Theta has a detached
crossbar. It is oval and in the dimensions of the line. The lower parts of
nu’s vertical hastae are at the same level. The slanting line does not reach
the end of the vertical hastae. The ends of the slanting mu’s and nu’s
hastae do not reach the ends of the vertical lines. Omicron is small, much
smaller than the other letters. The four-stroke sigma has horizontal hastae.
In general, the font dates back to the last quarter of the 27 century —
the 1st quarter of the 1t century BC.!° Noteworthy is the space between
Juetepoav and uvoc.

19 JOSPE 12 349, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html (decree honouring a man in the
service of Mithridates Eupator, 120-63 BC).
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Since the extant part of the tablet is its lower right-hand corner and
the inscription is obviously metrical, pévoig — its last word — must form
the end of a pentameter. The sequence |1 {woOv kddog (— — — — U) must
be a part of the same pentameter.?’ The best metrical position of Jt {wov
k0o0¢ inside the pentameter seems to be as follows:?!

— U tldov | kbdog
U — U HOVOoLG.

This reconstruction presupposes only ca. 5 to 7 letters between k0dog
and povoic, while the lacunae in the other lines must have contained more
letters. This poses a slight problem that might be explained by the fact that
the letters in the last line are bigger and have wider spacing. Alternatively,
one might assume that, contrary to the usual practice of starting with
the left margin, the last line with the rest of the hemiepes was carved in
centered lettering or contained an indention to the left.?

20 Otherwise, the lines would be too long, for the last one would include at least
three syllables from the final part of the hexameter ({mov kdog, as spondaic ending
seems improbable) and the whole pentameter, and the empty space would still be left
after povoig. However, if the verses do not start on a new line, but run successively,
the lines are usually shorter than hexameters and pentameters. A tablet designed to
be inserted into a funerary monument is not likely to be very long; its dimensions
must be rather comparable to the tablet with Philo’s epitaph.

21 Admittedly, it is difficult to exclude other options, e.g.:

T {@dov kddog |
[~ uu — U] pévore.

However, in this case we failed to distribute the parts of the hexameter that
contain -a 6p0¢, aAia 10 oe- (1. 5) and, most likely, start with Euvog (1. 4) between
the lines 4, 5, and 6, so that their restored parts would be of relatively equal length.

22 We have found no secure examples of this practice in the northern Black
Sea region or Asia Minor, but metrical inscriptions in which verses are carved
successively and the last line is considerably shorter than the rest seem altogether too
rare to exclude or confirm this possibility. In /K 18. 509. 10 (see the drawing in Peek
1959, 19) the last line of a hexametric inscription reads Aoyi{opelvol mapodeitar; vou
starts at the left margin, while mapodeiton is carved almost at the centre of the line.
However, this analogy is not fully legitimate, since napodeito is a structural element
of the inscription that is occasionally carved in centred lettering for the purpose of
decoration: cf. in prose /PE II. 402 (dyet), 421-422 (6 dapoc), 440 (gig TOv vaov
g Aepodeitng).

The last line of a metrical inscription is short and starts at the left margin in
CIRB 138 ([£]xet ¢Oiuevo[v]), 1017 (dS¢e), as well as in Merkelbach-Stauber, SGO;
II. 186, no. 09/05/34 (xatéAewmov). Naturally, if a word is partly carried over to the
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A hypothetical reconstruction can be proposed:

1 [- -1E[JA[- -]

2 [0V yevétav KAaigl]v Kol paté-

3 [pa xpiiv &mi TOpuPot || §j] TevOelv ape-

4 [rav | pvapovog nyetepdv- || Euvog

5 [méicl Bpotoig Aid]o dopog, GALYL TO Ze-
6 [00ov || fipwc]t Lwov | kDdog
7 [Emeoti] podvoic.

[There is no need for father] and mother [to weep over this grave or]
grieve [remembering] our [virtues]. The house [of Hades] is common
[to all mortals], but the living glory of Se[uthes? accompanies] only
[heroes].

The first line probably contained the name and the patronymic. It
seems less plausible that yet another distichon is omitted at the beginning,
as it would add another 3—4 lines and the tablet would be too tall, while
it should be comparable to that of the Philo inscription. The first visible
letter looks very much like epsilon. The next visible letter may be alpha
or lambda.

The epitaph itself consists of two elegiac couplets that are divided by
a space between the words.

L. 2-3. [0V yevétav Khaiet]v ktA. D. K. + N. A. In line 2, the lower part
of a vertical hasta located close to kai most probably belongs to an iota or a
nu (although one could also think of an eta or a pi with a long right hasta).
Mentioning the mother after xai implies mentioning the father in the first
part of the sentence, cf. Mitford, AJ4 65 (1961) 132—133 no. 32 = Vérilhac
1978, no. 119. 3 yevétav k[ai p]atépa. A reference to {mov kbdog makes one
think of the consolation motif, which implies advice not to grieve (cf. Peek
GVI 1969 = Vérilhac 1978, no. 66 B 7-8 dALG pe mpnutépmg nevOncate:
Kol yop &g Ay / Epyopont pd@wv ovdevi Aewmodpevog). Therefore, nevOeiv
should be preceded with 6¢t, ypn, Tpémel vel sim. with a negative particle.
The one-syllable word that immediately precedes nevOeiv might also be d&i
or yp1i- MATE[P- can be restored to vocative, dative, or accusative forms
alike, so the text presented here stands exempli gratia.

last line, its ending also starts with the left margin without indention (Merkelbach—
Stauber, SGO II. 72, no. 08/02/01 (wé|ravkev); II. 91, no. 08/05/07 (&yAdicav
yxoprow); II. 110, no. 08/07/08 (&velkev); II. 113, no. 08/07/13 (&jowddTatov). In
IL. 187, no. 09/05/35 (uviun|g xéprv), there is a space between -g and yéprv.
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L. 3. A vertical hasta before mevOeiv may have belonged to an efa, an
iota, a nu, Or a pi.

L. 3-4. dpe[tav pvapovag 1Juetepdv D. K. Juetepav might be restored
as a form of fuétepog or vuétepog, likely referring to the deceased or to
the grieving parents. dpg[ might be a form of Apng (Ape[wg C. L.) or
apetn, and it is tempting to make Juetepav be governed by the latter. At
the same time, dpetdv seems unparallelled as a direct object with tevOeiv
(usually it governs the name of the deceased or the words expressing evil
fate). Therefore, e.g. KAewov Epelopa SO ]v kKol paté[pt TAdpovL yéppa /
viv] mevBelv dpe[tav kaAlmed™ v]uetépav vel Aetyapev f]uetépav (C. L.)
looks less plausible.

L. 4-5. &uvog [raot Bporoig vel [dn Bvntoic D. K.

L. 5. Aid]a 86pog N. A.

The combination &uvog — GAAG — poOvolg requires an opposition of
something common to something exceptional.?? For the realm of Hades as
common dwelling of men, see AP 7. 266 (Plato) Navnyod tadeog &iui, 6 &’
avtiov €otl yewpyod-/ mg aAl kol yain &uvog meot’ “Aidng; Ps.-Phocyl.
112 f. kowda pérabpa dopuwv aidvio Kol watpig Awng, / Euvog y®dPog
dmaoct, mévnot te Kol factiedoty.

L. 5-6. Ze[00ov vel sim. (Xé[uvov?)?* D. K. : og[puvov N. A. The word
beginning with og[ must be a two-syllable one, with the first syllable long,
and at the same time compatible with the article 16. These conditions
reduce the number of possible variants of reconstruction considerably.
However, reconstructing a personal name in 1. 5-6, we have to assume that
the deceased first speaks of himself in the first person (dpetdv nuetepdv)
and then in the third (t0 ZevBov kUd0g).> On the other hand, ce[pvov
seems a proper epithet of kddog (cf. oepvov ... khéog Peek GVI 802. 8),
but the order of words, as well as supplying k0dog with two adjectives, has
a clumsy result.

23 We thank Sofia Egorova for this observation.

24 In the first centuries AD Xe06ng is attested in the lapidary onomastics
of the Northern Black Sea region: /OSPE 12 223 (Olbia, 23 centuries AD);
CIRB 543 (Panticapacum, 1t century AD); CIRB 1282 (Tanais, 228 AD), and also
in Scythia Minor et Thrace (LGPN 1V s.v.). As for Zéuvog, it is apparently not
known in the Northern Black Sea region, but attested in Scythia Minor et Thrace
(LGPN1V s.v.).

25 For speaking of oneself'in the first and the third person within the same epitaph,
cf. e.g. CIRB 134 natpig pev €€€0peyev <...> 'Anaotpig "HMoOdwpov, droboavovta
4¢ | Booomopog E0ayev <...> &yw 8¢ matpidag viv dvw <...>; 144 mpiv pe Oavely,
Kotakel<or> £€vBade mi atnAidt yAvmthi kovpding Evekev Kheombrpog <...> giveka
TO<V>dg ta[v]v omAida ave[otioat]o Zeihog Tapoa[vog voupevT|ng dAd)mL.
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L. 6. fipwc]i D. K. For a comparison with the virtue of fjpwec, cf. Peek
GVI1305; 1452; 1471; 1477; 1515; 1731; 1733; for the form fipwot, Peek
GVI1128.

For Lmov kddog, cf. AP 7. 255. 3 (Aesch.) Lmov 8¢ pOévorg méletan
KA€og,.

L. 7. [érect1] D. K. (since a longer restoration is desired) : [dpape]
C. L. Otherwise, considering kDdo¢ an accusative and supplying some
subject above, one might add [6macce] N. A. (kddog omalew is frequent
since Homer, e.g. Il. 8. 41 et saepius Zgvg kbdo¢ omalel, Ar. Equ. 200 0godg
péya kbO0G OTALEL).
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of Philo, the daughter of Apollonios (2" cent. AD), the other the fragmentary
epitaph for an unknown person, possibly a warrior (the last quarter of the 2" cent. —
the 15t quarter of the 15t cent. BC).

CraTps mpencTaBiseT co00i MEpBYI0 MyOIMKALUIO TPEX CTUXOTBOPHBIX HAAIHU-
cell, HalineHHbIX B FOxHOM npuropozne Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro. 9To KpaTkas
snutadus Ha occyapun PapHaka, ceiHa [Inonucus (2-s1 yetB. — cep. Il B. H.3.) 1
nBe snuTaduy Ha MPaMOPHBIX Tabnu4kax: Oosiee pa3BepHyTas, HO COXpaHMBILAS-
csl He nonHOoCThI0 AnuTadus duio, nouepu Anomionus (11 B. H. 3.) u ¢pparmenT
smuTapuN HEM3BECTHOTO JIMIIA, BO3MOXHO, BOMHA (moci. 4eTrs. Il B. 10 H. 3. —
1-s uetB. [ B. 10 H. 3.).
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