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S. Douglas Olson

SOME LATE 4TH-CENTURY COMIC FRAGMENTS 
(ANTIPH. FR. 288 = TIMOCL. FR. 41 = ADESP. 

TR. FR. 123A; ANTIPH. FR. 167; ADESP. COM. FR. 149) 
AND ERATOSTHENES OF CYRENE ON DEMOSTHENES

m¦ gÁn, m¦ kr»naj, m¦ potamoÚj, m¦ n£mata

By earth, by springs, by rivers, by streams!

This iambic trimeter line appears to be attributed to Antiphanes (fr. 288) 
and Timocles (fr. 41) at Pseudo-Plutarch Lives of the Ten Orators 845 b, 
in the course of a brief description of Demosthenes’ early career and his 
occasionally unsuccessful use of excessively lively language: 

proelqën d� p£lin e„j t¦j ™kklhs…aj, newterikîj tina l�gwn 
diesÚreto, æj kwmJdhqÁnai aÙtÕn Øp' 'Antif£nouj kaˆ Timok lš-
ouj· m¦ gÁn, m¦ kr»naj, m¦ potamoÚj, m¦ n£mata· ÐmÒsaj d� 
toàton tÕn trÒpon ™n tù d»mJ qÒrubon ™k…nhsen.

And when he came forward again to address assemblies, he was hissed at 
for making some remarks using innovative language, as a consequence 
of which he was mocked by Antiphanes and Timocles: “By earth, by 
springs, by rivers, by streams!”; when he swore an oath of this sort in the 
course of addressing the people, he produced an uproar. 

Plutarch Demosthenes 9. 4, citing Demetrius of Phaleron – who was only 
a generation younger than Demosthenes and must have heard him speak – 
has a related but slightly diff erent story: Demosthenes actually used the 
words Pseudo-Plutarch attributes to Antiphanes and Timocles, which were 
perhaps drawn from a well-known tragedy or satyr-play,1 and was mocked 
by the comic poets for his rhetorical tendencies: 

1 Thus Fraenkel 1962, 71–75, comparing Ar. Av. 194 m¦ gÁn, m¦ pag…daj, m¦ 
nefšlaj, m¦ d…ktua, which he takes to be a parody of the line (= adesp. tr. fr. 123 a). 
Note also SRVEG oÛtw d� t¦ prostucÒnta êmnuon, m¦ kr»naj, m¦ gÁn, m¦ potamoÚj 
(“They used to swear this way by random things, ‘By spring, by earth, by rivers!’ ”), 
which seems to be referring to the Demosthenes quotation, although how the author of 
the note knows it – from Plutarch? – is unclear. For the presentation of Demosthenes in 
4th-century comedy generally, see Erbì 2011 (pp. 169–172 on this fragment).
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'Eratosqšnhj (FGrH 241 F 32) mšn fhsin aÙtÕn ™n to‹j lÒgoij 
pollacoà gegonšnai par£bakcon, Ð d� FalhreÝj (FGrH 228 F 16) 
tÕn œmmetron ™ke‹non Órkon ÐmÒsai pot� prÕj tÕn dÁmon ésper
™nqousiînta· m¦ gÁn, m¦ kr»naj, m¦ potamoÚj, m¦ n£mata. tîn d� 
kwmikîn Ð mšn tij aÙtÕn ¢pokale‹ ·wpoperper»qran (adesp. com. 
fr. 149. 3), Ð d� paraskèptwn æj crèmenon tù ¢ntiqštJ fhsˆn 
oÛtwj (Antiph. fr. 167. 1–2)·  
 (A.)  ¢pšlaben ésper œlaben. 
 (B.) ÷g£phsen ¨n

tÕ ·Áma toàto paralabën Dhmosqšnhj.

Eratosthenes (FGrH 241 F 32) says that [Demosthenes] was often 
something close to a bacchant in his speeches, while [Demetrius] of 
Phaleron (FGrH 228 F 16) claims that he once swore the following 
metrical oath to the people, as if he were inspired by a god: “By earth, by 
springs, by rivers, by streams!” One of the comic poets calls him “empty 
braggart talk” (adesp. com. fr. 149. 3), while another makes fun of him 
for using antithesis and says the following (Antiph. fr. 167. 2–3): 
“(A.) He got it back as he got it. (B.) Demosthenes would be happy to 
take over this remark”.

Pseudo-Plutarch’s claims can be reconciled with Plutarch’s on the theory 
that Demosthenes said “By earth, by springs, by rivers, by streams!” 
and his words (i. e. the words he borrowed from some unknown poet) 
became notorious enough to be quoted back at him on the comic stage 
not once but twice. It might just as well be the case, however, that either 
Pseudo-Plutarch or Plutarch has garbled what he found in what seems to 
be a common source-document, or that Pseudo-Plutarch has expressed 
himself poorly but means to say the same thing Plutarch does, which 
is that Demosthenes (a) made the oath in the Assembly and (b) was 
mocked by Antiphanes and Timocles, although not necessarily for 
saying this in particular. The intended sense in Pseudo-Plutarch would 
then be something like “And when he came forward again to address 
assemblies, he was hissed at for making some remarks using innovative 
language – as a consequence of which sort of behavior he was mocked 
by Antiphanes and Timocles – (what he said was) ‘By earth, by springs, 
by rivers, by streams!’, and when he swore an oath of this sort when 
addressing the people, he produced an uproar”, with ÐmÒsaj d� toàton 
tÕn trÒpon ™n tù d»mJ qÒrubon ™k…nhsen resuming the sense of 
proelqèn d� p£lin e„j t¦j ™kklhs…aj, newterikîj tina lšgwn 
diesÚreto nominally in order to produce greater clarity and coherence 
of thought.
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Plutarch’s citation of a late 4th-century source for his information 
lends credence to his representation of the matter over that of Pseudo-
Plutarch. Plutarch’s reference to Eratosthenes, moreover, makes it likely 
that all this information, including the references to the comic poets, is 
drawn from him, particularly since Eratosthenes is also named as a source 
for the life of Demosthenes at Plu. Dem. 30. 1 ~ [Plu.] Mor. 847 b = 
Eratosth. FGrH 241 F 31. If so, however, Pseudo-Plutarch’s reference to 
Antiphanes is likely to fr. 167. 2–3, which Plutarch quotes (presumably 
from Eratosthenes), rather than to Demosthenes’ oath. This in turn means 
that adesp. com. fr. 149 (also quoted by Plutarch, once again presumably 
from Eratosthenes) ought to be assigned to Timocles, who on this thesis 
also did not quote Demosthenes’ oath but merely mocked Demosthenes’ 
rhetorical style in general.2 Antiph. fr. 288 and Timocl. fr. 41 (both m¦ 
gÁn, m¦ kr»naj, m¦ potamoÚj, m¦ n£mata) should accordingly be 
treated as dubia at best.
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The seeming assignment of an iambic trimeter line (= adesp. tr. fr. 123 a) to 
Antiphanes (fr. 288) and Timocles (fr. 41) at Pseudo-Plutarch Lives of the Ten 
Orators 845 b, in the course of a brief description of Demosthenes’ early career, is 
actually a reference to Antiph. fr. 167. 2–3, on the one hand, and to adesp. com. 
fr. 149 (which ought to be assigned to Timocles), on the other. Antiph. fr. 288 = 
Timocl. fr. 41 should thus be regarded as dubia at best.

Строка с ямбическим триметром (= adesp. tr. fr. 123a), цитируемая в биогра-
фии Демосфена из Жизнеописаний десяти ораторов Псевдо-Плутарха 
(845 b), со ссылкой на комических поэтов Антифана и Тимокла, обычно 
 воспринимается как цитата из этих поэтов, которые будто бы таким образом 

2 For Timocles on Demosthenes, see also frr. 4. 1–2; 12.
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пародировали выспренность речи Демосфена, и приводится в собраниях 
фрагментов как Antiph. fr. 288 и Timocl. fr. 41. В действительности автор 
 биографии в искаженном виде передает то же, что сообщает Плутарх 
(Demosth. 9. 4), опираясь на Эратосфена: этот стих (из трагедии или сатиро-
вой драмы) использовался Демосфеном в речах в качестве клятвы, а Анти-
фан и другой, неназванный комический поэт высмеивали его за высокопар-
ный стиль в других стихах, которые тут же цитируются (adesp. com. fr. 149; 
Antiph. fr. 167. 2–3). Таким образом, Antiph. fr. 288 = Timocl. fr. 41 должны 
рассматриваться самое большее как dubia, при этом adesp. com. fr. 149  следует 
атрибутировать Тимоклу.
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