Hyperboreus 24:2 (2018) 339-342

SOME LATE 4™H-CENTURY COMIC FRAGMENTS
(ANTIPH. FR. 288 = TIMOCL. FR. 41 = ADESP.
TR. FR. 123A; ANTIPH. FR. 167, ADESP. COM. FR. 149)
AND ERATOSTHENES OF CYRENE ON DEMOSTHENES

Ko YRV, L0 KPNVOLS, LOL TOTAILOVG, O VELATOL

By earth, by springs, by rivers, by streams!

This iambic trimeter line appears to be attributed to Antiphanes (fr. 288)
and Timocles (fr. 41) at Pseudo-Plutarch Lives of the Ten Orators 845 b,
in the course of a brief description of Demosthenes’ early career and his
occasionally unsuccessful use of excessively lively language:

TPOEAODV 0& TAALY €1G TOG EKKANGLOG, VEOTEPLKMDG TIVAL AEY®V
d1e60peTO, MG KOUMINOTAVAL ADTOV VT AVTLEAVOLG Kol TIHOKAE-
0VG MO YRV, L0 KPAVOG, KO TOTAHOVG, HO VOUOTO: OHOCHG O
T00TOV TOV TPOTOV €V TG dNU® BOpLPOV EKlvnoEV.

And when he came forward again to address assemblies, he was hissed at
for making some remarks using innovative language, as a consequence
of which he was mocked by Antiphanes and Timocles: “By earth, by
springs, by rivers, by streams!”; when he swore an oath of this sort in the
course of addressing the people, he produced an uproar.

Plutarch Demosthenes 9. 4, citing Demetrius of Phaleron — who was only
a generation younger than Demosthenes and must have heard him speak —
has a related but slightly different story: Demosthenes actually used the
words Pseudo-Plutarch attributes to Antiphanes and Timocles, which were
perhaps drawn from a well-known tragedy or satyr-play,' and was mocked
by the comic poets for his rhetorical tendencies:

I Thus Fraenkel 1962, 71-75, comparing Ar. Av. 194 po yiv, Lo Toyidog, po
vepéhog, po diktvo, which he takes to be a parody of the line (= adesp. tr. fr. 123 a).
Note also ZRVET 01 §& T TPOSTLYOVTO AHUVVOV, L KPNVOLG, LOL YTV, O TOTOUODG
(“They used to swear this way by random things, ‘By spring, by earth, by rivers!’”),
which seems to be referring to the Demosthenes quotation, although how the author of
the note knows it — from Plutarch? — is unclear. For the presentation of Demosthenes in
4th-century comedy generally, see Erbi 2011 (pp. 169-172 on this fragment).

339



340 S. Douglas Olson

‘Epatoc0évng (FGrH 241 F 32) pév onowv adtov €v tolg Adyolg
TOALOYOD YEYOVEVUL TaPAPBaKyOV, O 8¢ Poainpevg (FGrH 228 F 16)
TOV EPPETPOV EKETVOV OpKOV OPOCOL TOTE TTPOG TOV dTLOV ACTEP
€vOouoldvTor Lot YRV, LA KPNVAG, LA TOTAHODG, O VOUOTH. TOV OE
KOUIKOV O PLEV TIG aDTOV ATokaAel pomonepnepnOpav (adesp. com.
fr. 149. 3), 0 3¢ TOPAUCKOTTOV OG XPOUEVOV TA AVTIBET® ENOLV
obtwg (Antiph. fr. 167. 1-2)

(A.) anéraPev domep EaPev.

(B.) ®YAmNoey O

10 piipe ToVTo TopaAoBmdv ANLocOHEVNC.

Eratosthenes (FGrH 241 F 32) says that [Demosthenes] was often
something close to a bacchant in his speeches, while [Demetrius] of
Phaleron (FGrH 228 F 16) claims that he once swore the following
metrical oath to the people, as if he were inspired by a god: “By earth, by
springs, by rivers, by streams!” One of the comic poets calls him “empty
braggart talk” (adesp. com. fr. 149. 3), while another makes fun of him
for using antithesis and says the following (Antiph. fr. 167. 2-3):
“(A.) He got it back as he got it. (B.) Demosthenes would be happy to
take over this remark”.

Pseudo-Plutarch’s claims can be reconciled with Plutarch’s on the theory
that Demosthenes said “By earth, by springs, by rivers, by streams!”
and his words (i.e. the words he borrowed from some unknown poet)
became notorious enough to be quoted back at him on the comic stage
not once but twice. It might just as well be the case, however, that either
Pseudo-Plutarch or Plutarch has garbled what he found in what seems to
be a common source-document, or that Pseudo-Plutarch has expressed
himself poorly but means to say the same thing Plutarch does, which
is that Demosthenes (a) made the oath in the Assembly and (b) was
mocked by Antiphanes and Timocles, although not necessarily for
saying this in particular. The intended sense in Pseudo-Plutarch would
then be something like “And when he came forward again to address
assemblies, he was hissed at for making some remarks using innovative
language — as a consequence of which sort of behavior he was mocked
by Antiphanes and Timocles — (what he said was) ‘By earth, by springs,
by rivers, by streams!’, and when he swore an oath of this sort when
addressing the people, he produced an uproar”, with opdécog 8¢ TodToV
TOV TpoOTOV €v T® dNU® B0pvPov €xivnoev resuming the sense of
TPOEABOV 3€ TAALY €1C TUG EKKANGCLOG, VEWTEPLKAG TIVO AEYWV
ditecvpeto nominally in order to produce greater clarity and coherence
of thought.
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Plutarch’s citation of a late 4-century source for his information
lends credence to his representation of the matter over that of Pseudo-
Plutarch. Plutarch’s reference to Eratosthenes, moreover, makes it likely
that all this information, including the references to the comic poets, is
drawn from him, particularly since Eratosthenes is also named as a source
for the life of Demosthenes at Plu. Dem. 30. 1 ~ [Plu.] Mor. 847 b =
Eratosth. FGrH 241 F 31. If so, however, Pseudo-Plutarch’s reference to
Antiphanes is likely to fr. 167. 2-3, which Plutarch quotes (presumably
from Eratosthenes), rather than to Demosthenes’ oath. This in turn means
that adesp. com. fr. 149 (also quoted by Plutarch, once again presumably
from Eratosthenes) ought to be assigned to Timocles, who on this thesis
also did not quote Demosthenes’ oath but merely mocked Demosthenes’
rhetorical style in general.>? Antiph. fr. 288 and Timocl. fr. 41 (both po
YAV, L0 KPNVAG, L0 TOoTopoLg, po vapoto) should accordingly be
treated as dubia at best.
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The seeming assignment of an iambic trimeter line (= adesp. tr. fr. 123 a) to
Antiphanes (fr. 288) and Timocles (fr. 41) at Pseudo-Plutarch Lives of the Ten
Orators 845 b, in the course of a brief description of Demosthenes’ early career, is
actually a reference to Antiph. fr. 167. 2-3, on the one hand, and to adesp. com.
fr. 149 (which ought to be assigned to Timocles), on the other. Antiph. fr. 288 =
Timocl. fr. 41 should thus be regarded as dubia at best.

Crpoxka ¢ ssmOndeckuM TpumerpoM (= adesp. tr. fr. 123a), mutupyemast B 6uorpa-
¢un Jlemochena us JKusueonucanuii decamu opamopos IlceBmo-IlmyTapxa
(845 b), co ccpbuikoif Ha KOMHYECKHX MO3TOB AHTH(aHa u THMOKIa, 0OBIYHO
BOCIIPHHUMAETCS KaK [[UTaTa U3 3TUX TI0ITOB, KOTOPBIE OyITO ObI TAKMM 00pa3oM

2 For Timocles on Demosthenes, see also frr. 4. 1-2; 12.
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MapoJNPOBAIN BBICHPEHHOCTh peun JlemocdeHa, U MPUBOAUTCS B COOpaHUIX
¢parmentoB kak Antiph. fr. 288 u Timocl. fr. 41. B ne#icTBUTEIBHOCTH aBTOP
Ouorpaduu B HCKa)XEHHOM BHJE MEpeAaeT To ke, 4ro coobmaer [lmyrapx
(Demosth. 9. 4), ommpasich Ha DparoceHa: 3TOT CTHX (M3 TpareIiy WiIH CaTHPO-
BOIl ApamBbI) Hcmoab3oBaiics [lemoceHom B pedax B KadecTBE KISATBHI, a AHTH-
(an ¥ npyroil, HeHa3BaHHBIH KOMHYECKHI MTOJT BBICMEMBAIIN €r0 3a BHICOKOIIAp-
HBII CTWJIb B JIPyTUX CTHXaxX, KOTOPBIE TYT e nuTupytorcs (adesp. com. fr. 149;
Antiph. fr. 167. 2-3). Takum o6pazom, Antiph. fr. 288 = Timocl. fr. 41 momxHBI
paccMmarpuBaThes camoe Oonbinee kak dubia, mpu aTom adesp. com. fr. 149 cnenyer
arpuOyTrpoBarh TuMoKITy.
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