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METRICAL EPITAPHS FROM THE SOUTHERN
SUBURB OF TAURIC CHERSONESOS*

From 2021 to 2023, about 30 lapidary inscriptions were found during
large-scale archaeological research in the Southern Suburb of Tauric
Chersonesos. In the Hellenistic age, this territory was used mainly for
agricultural and craft activity. Burials appeared there at the same time.
Thereafter, throughout the Roman period, a big necropolis was established
at the site.! Among other tombstone inscriptions found on its grounds,
three metrical epitaphs in various states of preservation were unearthed.

1. A sarcophagus-ossuary made of a single block of white marble
(no. XT-21-P.4-1705-1) (Fig. 1-3). Its length is 70.0 cm, its height is
52 cm, its width is from 27.0 to 40.0 cm. The sarcophagus is fragmented.
The lid is missing. The rear wall, a part of the bottom, and most of the side
walls are completely lost. Only minor fragments and angular faces from
the front side have survived. The upper ends of the walls have a profiled
protrusion for the cover groove. A four-line inscription is chiselled into
the front wall. Subsequently, the sarcophagus was reused, apparently as
a collector in a water supply system. This is indicated by a hole in the
bottom (d — 5.0 cm) and traces of two gutters opposite each other on the

* The authors express their sincere gratitude to Sergei Solovyev, field director
of the archaeological project at Chersonesos, for permission to publish these
artefacts. The archaeological context and general characteristics of the inscriptions
were compiled by Natalia Pavlichenko, who carried out this work within the
framework of the Program of Fundamental Scientific Research of the State
Academies of Sciences, State Assignment no. FMZF-2022-0013. Nina Almazova
(in the following: N. A.), Denis Keyer (D. K.), and Alexander Verlinsky (A. V.)
read and reconstructed the inscriptions. We are grateful to Carlo Martino Lucarini
(C. L.) for a number of proposals and fruitful criticism.

I Solovyova, Vinogradov et al. 2024 [H. ®. ConosbeBa, FO. A. Bunorpaos,
B. JI. Me, C. JI. ConoBbes, B. B. Baxonees, “Kparkue HTOTH apXe0I0THIECKUX
packonok FOxuoro mpuropoga Xepcorneca], 17-29; Solovyova, Solovyev et al.
2024, 2044,
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preserved parts of the side walls. Running water flowed through the side
gutters, and the round hole in the bottom of the sarcophagus served as

a drain.

Fig. 2. Sarcophagus-ossuary of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios.
Side wall with remains of the gutter.
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Fig. 3. Sarcophagus-ossuary of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios. Top view.

It was found in the excavation area 4 during the dismantling of the
southern edge at the level of the 4t stratum (2.15 m from point zero of
the Baltic height system) of square 107/175 in a layer of mixed grey
loose clay loam. As a result of construction and archaeological work, this
layer was redeposited. Apparently, it was formed from construction and
household debris and a large number of ceramic tare, for the most part
from the 153" centuries AD, and single fragments of ceramics of the
61—7t centuries AD.

The entire text clearly reads:

Aglyova Gopvokém Atovo|ciov EvBade keital |
TEGGOPAKOVT’ ETEMV HOT|pav EAOVTOC ENV.

Here lie the remains of Pharnaces, son of Dionysios, who
obtained his death at the age of 40.

The front surface of the sarcophagus is not trowelled, but the in-
scription was carved very carefully with a decorative font. The letters have
triangle thickenings at their ends and apexes. A/pha has a straight crossbar.
Theta has a detached crossbar. The lower parts of nu’s vertical hastae are
at the same level. There are two types of omicron. One type is oval in
the dimensions of the line and the other one is small, much smaller than
the rest of the letters. Rho has an incomplete semicircle. Sigma is four-
stroke with horizontal hastae. Upsilon has a crossbar. The circumference
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of phi is almost in the dimensions of the line, and its vertical hasta extends
beyond the line. Psi has straight hastae. Ligatures are N and Y, N and M.
In the manner of writing and in the form of theta, rho, sigma, and psi,
the epitaph of Pharnaces is close to the Chersonesos decree in honour
of matépeg Hpaxiedror of 138 AD.2 The presence of ligatures and the
forms of upsilon and phi are similar to the inscriptions from the second
quarter to the middle of the 2" century AD,? which does not contradict the
archaeological context.

In Roman times, a complex of monumental burial structures, including
a columbarium crypt, was built in the territory of excavation area 4, where
temenos existed in the 4t century BC. In the first centuries AD, there also
were cremation grounds (117 of them were discovered) and other burials
performed according to the cremation rite.*

Ceramic and lead urns were among the most widespread options in
Chersonesos for burying ashes after corpse cremation in the first centuries
AD. They were placed in stone boxes with lids.> Sometimes burials were
carried out directly into small sarcophagi-ossuaries.® Unlike ossuaries in
Asia Minor, where epitaphs on osthothekai were often accompanied with
images of garlands and various reliefs,” Chersonesian ossuaries of the first
centuries AD known to us were decorated much more simply. The marble
ossuary of Helis, son of Helis from Amastris, is a rectangular marble box
whose entire front wall is covered with an inscription. Helis built tov
Bouov k& v dotobfknv for himself and his wife during his lifetime.?

2 JOSPE 12 362, 363 (https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.25.html); see also IOSPE 12
357 (https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.24.html) (decree in honor of an Heraclean citizen
Thrasymedes, first third of the 2" century AD).

3 See for example, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.23.html (decree in honor of an
Heraclean citizen Papias, 130/131 AD).

4 Avetikov—Vakhoneev 2024 [A. A. Aserukos, B. B. Baxonees, “Apxeoio-
THYeCKre UcclenoBanus Ha packome 47, 81.

5 Avetikov—Vakhoneev 2024, 81-82.

6 Zubar 1982 [B. H. 3y6aps, “Hekponons Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro I-IV BB.
H.3.”], 56-58.

7 Ahrens 2015, 190-191; see, for example, Lafli-Christof 2015, 200 no. 23
(Cilicia, 27 century AD), SEG 60, 1163—1174 (Ephesos, 15t century BC — 1 century
AD); see also Yildiz 2021, 367-375 (Ephesos, 152" centuries AD).

8 JOSPE 12 542, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.417.html (height 30.0 cm, length
56.0 cm, width 36.0 cm). V. V. Latyshev dated the inscription to no later than the
15t century AD, 1. V. Makarov to the 2 century AD. It was reused for a baby burial.
See also two non-joining fragments of a wall of a marble ossuary with a bilingual
epitaph from the 2" century AD (IOSPE 12 5006, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.415.html).


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.25.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.24.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.23.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.417.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.415.html
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A limestone ossuary of Hemera, the wife of Metrodoros, found in an
unrobbed catacomb, has the same shape. The inscription was placed on
the wall facing the entrance. It occupies the entire wall and an edge of the
lid (Fig. 4).° Apparently, the only example of at least a minimal decorative
design of an ossuary is a massive limestone sarcophagus-ossuary with a
metrical epitaph for an 18-year-old woman. Only a part of its front wall
with an inscription in a relief frame and several anepigraphic fragments
have been preserved. Judging by the size of the preserved wall, this
ossuary also had a rectangular shape (Fig. 5).1°

Fig. 4. 3A. Limestone
ossuary of Hemera, wife of
Metrodoros (IOSPE 12 513).
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Fig. 5. 3B. The front wall of the ossuary with metrical epitaph for
an 18-year-old woman (/OSPE 17 516).

9 IOSPE 12 513 (height 18.0 cm, length 29.0 cm, width 20.0 cm), the second half

of the 2" — the early 3 century AD. The inscription says that the ashes of Hemera
were placed in the ossuary only &ig &tn &” flu<t>cv.

10 JOSPE 12 516, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.204.html (preserved height 78.0 cm,

preserved length 88.0 cm), the second half of the 2m — the early 3t century AD.
Among epitaphs of the 2" century BC — 2™ century AD from Asia Minor, there were
also metrical epitaphs mentioning cremation: Merkelbach—Stauber 1998-2004, Nos.
03/06/04, 03/07/17, 03/07/19, 09/05/05, 14/13/04, 16/52/02.


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.204.html
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In Hemera’s ossuary, glass vessels lay on top of burnt bones. Between
the bones were various pieces of jewellery.!! Based on the size of the
sarcophagus of Pharnaces, it could also have contained grave goods
besides bones or an urn with ashes.!?

Pharnaces, the son of Dionysios, had been unknown so far. However,
both the material of the sarcophagus and the accuracy of the font indicate
the high social status of the buried. Unlike in Bosporus, where from the
15t century BC to the 3" century AD the personal name ®apvdxng occurs
about 80 times, and its derivative ®apvokiov occurs about 60 times
(LGPN 1V s.v.), in Chersonesos @apvakng as the name of a local citizen
is attested only in the inscription about the donation for the manufacture
of columns from the second half of the 2 to the first half of the 3
century AD and on a lead urn of the same period.!? ®apvakiov was found
on a tombstone stela from the 24 century AD.!* Thus, Pharnaces, son of
Dionysios, for whom this sarcophagus was built, could also have been of
Bosporan origin. Given the close Bosporan-Chersonesos ties in the first
centuries AD, this would not be surprising.

2. A tablet made of white marble (no. XT-21-P.7-823.1), broken off
on the right (Fig. 6). Its height is 12.7 cm, surviving width is 17.4—
16.1 cm, thickness is 3.0 cm. There is a seven-line inscription on the
front side. The front surface and side planes are trowelled, but they
are not smoothed. The front side displays finer processing than the
back side. Judging by its small size, the tablet was a part of a funerary
construction. For example, it could have been inserted into a wall of
a sarcophagus or, probably, into a limestone stela similarly to many
marble and limestone tablet inserts.

The tablet was found in excavation area 7, in the layer, during the
removal of stratum 6 of square 156/85 (brown clay loam with stone)
together with mixed amphorae material, which included a small
number of fragments of amphorae and of other materials from the 3rd—
2nd centuries BC from the underlying strata of the Hellenistic period.
The excavation area 7 strata 3—7, located at a depth of 0.58 m to

04K 1893 [Omuemsr Hmnepamopckou Apxeonocuueckoti Komuccuu 3a
1891 200], 142.

12 See Zubar 1982, 58.

13 JOSPE 1? 442, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.142.html; Solomonik 1987 [3. U. Co-
JIOMOHUK, “CBHHIIOBBIEC YPHBI C HAIIHCAMH U3 XepcoHeca™], 72-74.

14 Solomonik 1964 [3. U. Conomonuk, Hogvle snuepaguueckue namsmuku
Xepconeca], 52, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.374.html.


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.142.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.374.html
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Fig. 6. Epitaph of Philo, daughter of Apollonios.

—0.34 m from RO, contained material of Roman amphorae fragments,
tableware, and red-lacquered ceramics from the late 15t century BC — late
3t century AD.

The name and patronymic in the first line are placed in the middle
of the line, as is often the case with metrical epitaphs. The rest of the
inscription was carved without margins, in close proximity to the tile
edges. The inscription was carved without visible rulers. Some letters are
at different levels. The height of the letters ranges from 1.0 to 1.2 cm:
omicron is 0.5-0.7 cm high, omega is 0.9 cm high.

The letters have apexes in the form of triangular thickenings. They are
mostly narrow. The slanting hastae of some alphas, deltas, and lambdas
are slightly bent. Alpha has a straight crossbar. The epsilon’s middle
horizontal hasta is shorter than both upper and lower ones. Theta is with
a point. Theta, as well as omicron, is smaller than the dimensions of the
line. The point of connection of the slanting hastae of mu and upsilon is
closer to the upper part of the letter. The slanting lines of some nus do not
reach the end of the vertical hastae. The right hasta of pi is shorter than
the left one. The horizontal hasta protrudes to the right. R4o has a small
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semicircle. Sigma is four-stroke. Its hastae are almost horizontal. Omega
is almost in the dimensions of the line, with triangular thickenings at the
ends of the horizontal hastae. Such palaecographic features find analogies
in the decrees dating from the middle to late 2" century BC.!3

The epitaph can be reconstructed e.g. as follows:

Ouo Amorwviov Bu[ydnp (B0[yatep?) xoipe?]

ol 11 6¢ pop@dc KGALOG £po[cato HOPGitov aicag]
napBévov, obte xepdv mhve[opog edpapia],

A" Aidng otuyepoioty Epin[vaig TAfHOvVO pHapyoc]
Tav adaf] BoAapmv T’ E[kaAvye TAEML].

ynpodt 8¢ tokfi d1Aovg €mi o[uatt pipvet] 5
obvopa- TdAAa 8° Exel mhvta p[édag Aidng].

Philo, the daughter of Apollonios, farewell.

Neither virginal beauty of appearance saved thee [from mortal fate],
nor the wisest [dexterity] of hands, but Hades, [having abducted thee,
wretched,] in terrible rocks [hid] thee, who knew no bridal chamber,
[beneath this grave.] For the aged parent, the name of Philo [on the
gravestone is all that remains]; all the rest is owned by the [black
Hades].

V. 1. épvo[caro popoipov aicac] A. V. For pdpouog aico cf. Peek
GVI 796; Anth. Gr. 7. 343.

V. 2. mévo[opog evpapia] C. L. : mdvo[opot épyaciot] A. V. + D. K.
For gopapia yepdv cf. Eur. Bacch. 1128 dAL> 6 6e0¢ edpapeiav Enedidoov
yepoiv. Although the form edudpeia definitely dominates, there are some
examples of evpapio: Plat. Lys. 204 d 1; IG 11? 11434 (Athens, 4t cent.
BC); the grammarian Herodian (De orthogr., GrGr 111. 2. 1 p. 453. 15—
20 Lentz) cites gopdpela/evpapio among examples of the alternative
forms ending in €w0/10, the latter ones being ‘poetical’ according to him.
Far less probable is mavco|[ogia gpovipwv] A. V. (mavo[opio would be
a hapax).

For the motif “talents/virtues did not save from death”, cf. Peek
GVI 1940 ‘TovAio [peyuyévelo poio moAAAS GMOGAGH YUVOIKAG / OVK
£€puyov Moipag; 1037 'H & éni cwppocivy 06&av &v dnact gépovoa /

15 JOSPE 1?2 349, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html (decree honouring a man in
the service of Mithridates Eupator, 120-63 BC); IOSPE 12 352, https://iospe.kcl.
ac.uk/3.8.html (decree honouring Diophantos of Sinope, ca. 110 BC).


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.8.html
https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.8.html
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ovk Epuyov Odvatov: Moipa yap ixev 6povg; 1169 d¢ mpolmav Podung
damedov Neihov moAv EOV / kol mpokomaic AApyag, TOAAOIGL 3 TOAAL
Toapacy®V, / undéva Avmmoog, GAL’ €ig 10 dikatov afpnoag, / Moipdv ook
gpvyev tproc®dv pitov; 1728; 1732, ete.

V. 3. épim[vaig TAquovo papyag] A. V. For paprte (about Hades,
Moira vel sim.), cf. Peek GVI 567, 972 etc.

otvyepaiow épin[vaug] (the locative dative) suggests rocks or
mountain peaks as the place of death; otuyepdg often occurs with nouns
that refer to the cause of death (such as vdc0g).

Alternatively, épin[voig mavt’ deaviCwv] C. L. Since sch. Apoll. Rhod.
1. 581 (p. 50, 1. 16 Wendel), along with the explanation of épinvag as
amoppdyoc Kohovag, ‘precipitous peaks’, which seems to be a more usual
meaning, gives also omylato kpnuvdon, viz. ‘steep caves’, one may sup-
pose that it does not refer to the real circumstances of the girl’s death,
but metaphorically to Hades, who disguises (destroys) everything in his
caves. For the caves that were thought of as entrances to Hades, cf. Ap.
Rhod. 2. 735 onéog [...] Aidao and the famous passage Verg. Aen. 7. 568
specus... Ditis; ibid. 6. 237 spelunca alta.

Apart from a form of épimvn, épur][ could be reconstructed as
épin[vooc, which occurs only once in a poetic text (anapests) on a papyrus
(P. Heid. inv. G. 222 a-m).16

V. 4. g[xaroye (é[méxpoye) themt] A. V. For a combination of
60¢ in dative with tapog see Peek GVI 39, 426, 677, 922. kaAdwT®
and (ém)kpOmte are the standard verbs in this context in epitaphs. The
subjects of such actions are usually parents, friends, the motherland, the
earth, etc., rather than Hades. However, cf. SEG 40, 1106 (223/224 AD,
Lydia): évBade niinv mpometng Awdng ékaivyev; EAD 30 (Couilloud
1974), 477: noip’ ékdAvyev / Aidew; BCH 1923, 378-380: Moipa
[KaA]oye Kaxn.

V. 5. o[quatt pipver] N. A. : o[quot’ €éreipdn] A. V. For the motif cf.
Peek GVI 1764 Mixkng obvopo podvov &xet tapog, evaePéeg 8¢ / yoynyv
kol mediov téppoves ‘Hivoiwv; more usual for cenotaphs: 1746 Obvoua
podvov €xet otdia, Eéve, odpa 6¢ movtog; 1571 podvov 6’ uétepov Pou)
[ABog] obvopa eovoi, 1814 Xo pev &v vypt] / vexpog, &ym & dAAwG
obvoua TopuPog Exmv / knpuoow tavainbec Emog T00E.

V. 6. u[éhag Ailong] A. V. (cf. Soph. OT 29 f.) : u[éhag Bdvatoc]
D. K. (cf. Batr. 208; Eur. Tro. 1314-1315; IG XII. 7. 302. 15; for &yet
Oavatog cf. /G IX. 2. 314. 2).

16 Bilabel 1925, 338 (cf. Heitsch 1963, 37).
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It appears that the name ®1A® has not yet been found in the Cher-
sonesos onomasticon. Female personal names with - were common
in Chersonesos primarily in the 3™ century BC, but there are isolated
examples belonging to the 4t and 2" centuries BC; there also seems to
be a single example in the 2"d century AD.!7

Chersonesos inscriptions show few personal names with the @iA- stem.
They appear since the 4% century BC. There are also several examples
from the 2" century AD (LGPN 1V s.v.). It is evident that there are infi-
nitely more theophoric names based on the name of Apollo, one of the
most important deities of the Chersonesos pantheon. AtoAA®viog is the
most frequent of them. Such names are known since the Hellenistic age,
when there was an official cult of Apollo, extending into the 2" century
AD (LGPN 1V s.v.).18

3. A fragment (lower right corner) of a white marble tablet with an
inscription on its front side (no. XT-21-P.4-2058/1, Fig. 7-8). Preserved
height is 12.0 — 7.0 cm, preserved width is 11.5 — 9.0 cm, thickness is
3.0 cm. The front surface was carefully processed and trowelled. The
back surface was smoothed. Traces of tool processing are visible in its
lower part; the preserved part of the right-side face was smoothed. Just
like the epitaph of Philo, the daughter of Apollonius, this tablet was
probably part of some kind of funerary structure.

The tablet was found in excavation area 4 during the removal of
stratum 8 of square 105/174 (brown clay loam), in a mixed layer. Its
formation level is 0.93 m from the 0 point of the Baltic height system.
The layer is characterized by a large number of fragments of amphorae
from the Roman period (the 153 centuries AD), although isolated
fragments from the 9t—11t centuries are also found there. Noteworthy
is the large (compared with other layers) number of fragments of glass
vessels and red-lacquered ware from the 15t-3td centuries AD.

17 Examples from the 4t century BC: Apiotd, Matpd, Solomonik 1973
[2. U. Conomonuk, Hogvie snuepaguyeckue namamuuxu Xepconeca. Jlanuoapmnvie
naonucu], 139, 176; from the 3 century BC: Apyeod, IOSPE 12 507; Mopka,
Solomonik 1964, 30; Apkeod, Mevdik®, Hpd, Tepd, Solomonik 1973, 125, 147,
160, 174; from the 2" century BC: KAem, Solomonik 1978 [3. 1. ConoMOHUK,
“HeckonbKO HOBBIX Hajamucei XepcoHecckoro myses”’|, 68; from the 2m century
AD: [Nlewood, IOSPE 12 460.

18 Bondarenko 2003 [M. E. bouaapenko, “Ilanteon Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro™],
74—77; Trofimova—Pavlichenko 2022, 134.
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Fig. 7. Fragment of the marble Fig. 8. Fragment of the marble
tablet with part of the metrical tablet with part of the metrical
epitaph. Front side. epitaph. Back side.

[- -IELJA[- -]

[- -1I xoi pote-

[- -] mevBeiv dpe-

[- -Juetepav Euvog

[- -]Jo d6p0C, dAAL TO ot- 5
[- -Tv {dov kddog

[- -] povorig vacat

The letters are slightly elongated, with apexes. Alpha has an open top
and a broken crossbar. Lambda is with an open top. Theta has a detached
crossbar. It is oval and in the dimensions of the line. The lower parts of
nu’s vertical hastae are at the same level. The slanting line does not reach
the end of the vertical hastae. The ends of the slanting mu’s and nu’s
hastae do not reach the ends of the vertical lines. Omicron is small, much
smaller than the other letters. The four-stroke sigma has horizontal hastae.
In general, the font dates back to the last quarter of the 27 century —
the 1st quarter of the 1t century BC.!° Noteworthy is the space between
Juetepoav and uvoc.

19 JOSPE 12 349, https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html (decree honouring a man in the
service of Mithridates Eupator, 120-63 BC).


https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/3.7.html
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Since the extant part of the tablet is its lower right-hand corner and
the inscription is obviously metrical, pévoig — its last word — must form
the end of a pentameter. The sequence |1 {woOv kddog (— — — — U) must
be a part of the same pentameter.?’ The best metrical position of Jt {wov
k0o0¢ inside the pentameter seems to be as follows:?!

— U tldov | kbdog
U — U HOVOoLG.

This reconstruction presupposes only ca. 5 to 7 letters between k0dog
and povoic, while the lacunae in the other lines must have contained more
letters. This poses a slight problem that might be explained by the fact that
the letters in the last line are bigger and have wider spacing. Alternatively,
one might assume that, contrary to the usual practice of starting with
the left margin, the last line with the rest of the hemiepes was carved in
centered lettering or contained an indention to the left.?

20 Otherwise, the lines would be too long, for the last one would include at least
three syllables from the final part of the hexameter ({mov kdog, as spondaic ending
seems improbable) and the whole pentameter, and the empty space would still be left
after povoig. However, if the verses do not start on a new line, but run successively,
the lines are usually shorter than hexameters and pentameters. A tablet designed to
be inserted into a funerary monument is not likely to be very long; its dimensions
must be rather comparable to the tablet with Philo’s epitaph.

21 Admittedly, it is difficult to exclude other options, e.g.:

T {@dov kddog |
[~ uu — U] pévore.

However, in this case we failed to distribute the parts of the hexameter that
contain -a 6p0¢, aAia 10 oe- (1. 5) and, most likely, start with Euvog (1. 4) between
the lines 4, 5, and 6, so that their restored parts would be of relatively equal length.

22 We have found no secure examples of this practice in the northern Black
Sea region or Asia Minor, but metrical inscriptions in which verses are carved
successively and the last line is considerably shorter than the rest seem altogether too
rare to exclude or confirm this possibility. In /K 18. 509. 10 (see the drawing in Peek
1959, 19) the last line of a hexametric inscription reads Aoyi{opelvol mapodeitar; vou
starts at the left margin, while mapodeiton is carved almost at the centre of the line.
However, this analogy is not fully legitimate, since napodeito is a structural element
of the inscription that is occasionally carved in centred lettering for the purpose of
decoration: cf. in prose /PE II. 402 (dyet), 421-422 (6 dapoc), 440 (gig TOv vaov
g Aepodeitng).

The last line of a metrical inscription is short and starts at the left margin in
CIRB 138 ([£]xet ¢Oiuevo[v]), 1017 (dS¢e), as well as in Merkelbach-Stauber, SGO;
II. 186, no. 09/05/34 (xatéAewmov). Naturally, if a word is partly carried over to the
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A hypothetical reconstruction can be proposed:

1 [- -1E[JA[- -]

2 [0V yevétav KAaigl]v Kol paté-

3 [pa xpiiv &mi TOpuPot || §j] TevOelv ape-

4 [rav | pvapovog nyetepdv- || Euvog

5 [méicl Bpotoig Aid]o dopog, GALYL TO Ze-
6 [00ov || fipwc]t Lwov | kDdog
7 [Emeoti] podvoic.

[There is no need for father] and mother [to weep over this grave or]
grieve [remembering] our [virtues]. The house [of Hades] is common
[to all mortals], but the living glory of Se[uthes? accompanies] only
[heroes].

The first line probably contained the name and the patronymic. It
seems less plausible that yet another distichon is omitted at the beginning,
as it would add another 3—4 lines and the tablet would be too tall, while
it should be comparable to that of the Philo inscription. The first visible
letter looks very much like epsilon. The next visible letter may be alpha
or lambda.

The epitaph itself consists of two elegiac couplets that are divided by
a space between the words.

L. 2-3. [0V yevétav Khaiet]v ktA. D. K. + N. A. In line 2, the lower part
of a vertical hasta located close to kai most probably belongs to an iota or a
nu (although one could also think of an eta or a pi with a long right hasta).
Mentioning the mother after xai implies mentioning the father in the first
part of the sentence, cf. Mitford, AJ4 65 (1961) 132—133 no. 32 = Vérilhac
1978, no. 119. 3 yevétav k[ai p]atépa. A reference to {mov kbdog makes one
think of the consolation motif, which implies advice not to grieve (cf. Peek
GVI 1969 = Vérilhac 1978, no. 66 B 7-8 dALG pe mpnutépmg nevOncate:
Kol yop &g Ay / Epyopont pd@wv ovdevi Aewmodpevog). Therefore, nevOeiv
should be preceded with 6¢t, ypn, Tpémel vel sim. with a negative particle.
The one-syllable word that immediately precedes nevOeiv might also be d&i
or yp1i- MATE[P- can be restored to vocative, dative, or accusative forms
alike, so the text presented here stands exempli gratia.

last line, its ending also starts with the left margin without indention (Merkelbach—
Stauber, SGO II. 72, no. 08/02/01 (wé|ravkev); II. 91, no. 08/05/07 (&yAdicav
yxoprow); II. 110, no. 08/07/08 (&velkev); II. 113, no. 08/07/13 (&jowddTatov). In
IL. 187, no. 09/05/35 (uviun|g xéprv), there is a space between -g and yéprv.
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L. 3. A vertical hasta before mevOeiv may have belonged to an efa, an
iota, a nu, Or a pi.

L. 3-4. dpe[tav pvapovag 1Juetepdv D. K. Juetepav might be restored
as a form of fuétepog or vuétepog, likely referring to the deceased or to
the grieving parents. dpg[ might be a form of Apng (Ape[wg C. L.) or
apetn, and it is tempting to make Juetepav be governed by the latter. At
the same time, dpetdv seems unparallelled as a direct object with tevOeiv
(usually it governs the name of the deceased or the words expressing evil
fate). Therefore, e.g. KAewov Epelopa SO ]v kKol paté[pt TAdpovL yéppa /
viv] mevBelv dpe[tav kaAlmed™ v]uetépav vel Aetyapev f]uetépav (C. L.)
looks less plausible.

L. 4-5. &uvog [raot Bporoig vel [dn Bvntoic D. K.

L. 5. Aid]a 86pog N. A.

The combination &uvog — GAAG — poOvolg requires an opposition of
something common to something exceptional.?? For the realm of Hades as
common dwelling of men, see AP 7. 266 (Plato) Navnyod tadeog &iui, 6 &’
avtiov €otl yewpyod-/ mg aAl kol yain &uvog meot’ “Aidng; Ps.-Phocyl.
112 f. kowda pérabpa dopuwv aidvio Kol watpig Awng, / Euvog y®dPog
dmaoct, mévnot te Kol factiedoty.

L. 5-6. Ze[00ov vel sim. (Xé[uvov?)?* D. K. : og[puvov N. A. The word
beginning with og[ must be a two-syllable one, with the first syllable long,
and at the same time compatible with the article 16. These conditions
reduce the number of possible variants of reconstruction considerably.
However, reconstructing a personal name in 1. 5-6, we have to assume that
the deceased first speaks of himself in the first person (dpetdv nuetepdv)
and then in the third (t0 ZevBov kUd0g).> On the other hand, ce[pvov
seems a proper epithet of kddog (cf. oepvov ... khéog Peek GVI 802. 8),
but the order of words, as well as supplying k0dog with two adjectives, has
a clumsy result.

23 We thank Sofia Egorova for this observation.

24 In the first centuries AD Xe06ng is attested in the lapidary onomastics
of the Northern Black Sea region: /OSPE 12 223 (Olbia, 23 centuries AD);
CIRB 543 (Panticapacum, 1t century AD); CIRB 1282 (Tanais, 228 AD), and also
in Scythia Minor et Thrace (LGPN 1V s.v.). As for Zéuvog, it is apparently not
known in the Northern Black Sea region, but attested in Scythia Minor et Thrace
(LGPN1V s.v.).

25 For speaking of oneself'in the first and the third person within the same epitaph,
cf. e.g. CIRB 134 natpig pev €€€0peyev <...> 'Anaotpig "HMoOdwpov, droboavovta
4¢ | Booomopog E0ayev <...> &yw 8¢ matpidag viv dvw <...>; 144 mpiv pe Oavely,
Kotakel<or> £€vBade mi atnAidt yAvmthi kovpding Evekev Kheombrpog <...> giveka
TO<V>dg ta[v]v omAida ave[otioat]o Zeihog Tapoa[vog voupevT|ng dAd)mL.
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L. 6. fipwc]i D. K. For a comparison with the virtue of fjpwec, cf. Peek
GVI1305; 1452; 1471; 1477; 1515; 1731; 1733; for the form fipwot, Peek
GVI1128.

For Lmov kddog, cf. AP 7. 255. 3 (Aesch.) Lmov 8¢ pOévorg méletan
KA€og,.

L. 7. [érect1] D. K. (since a longer restoration is desired) : [dpape]
C. L. Otherwise, considering kDdo¢ an accusative and supplying some
subject above, one might add [6macce] N. A. (kddog omalew is frequent
since Homer, e.g. Il. 8. 41 et saepius Zgvg kbdo¢ omalel, Ar. Equ. 200 0godg
péya kbO0G OTALEL).
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The paper offers the first publication of three metrical inscriptions found in the
Southern Suburb of Chersonesos Taurica: a brief epitaph on the ossuary of Phar-
naces, son of Dionysios (the second quarter — the middle of the 2 cent. AD) and
two marble tablets, one containing a more extended but not fully preserved epitaph
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of Philo, the daughter of Apollonios (2" cent. AD), the other the fragmentary
epitaph for an unknown person, possibly a warrior (the last quarter of the 2" cent. —
the 15t quarter of the 15t cent. BC).

CraTps mpencTaBiseT co00i MEpBYI0 MyOIMKALUIO TPEX CTUXOTBOPHBIX HAAIHU-
cell, HalineHHbIX B FOxHOM npuropozne Xepconeca TaBpuueckoro. 9To KpaTkas
snutadus Ha occyapun PapHaka, ceiHa [Inonucus (2-s1 yetB. — cep. Il B. H.3.) 1
nBe snuTaduy Ha MPaMOPHBIX Tabnu4kax: Oosiee pa3BepHyTas, HO COXpaHMBILAS-
csl He nonHOoCThI0 AnuTadus duio, nouepu Anomionus (11 B. H. 3.) u ¢pparmenT
smuTapuN HEM3BECTHOTO JIMIIA, BO3MOXHO, BOMHA (moci. 4eTrs. Il B. 10 H. 3. —
1-s uetB. [ B. 10 H. 3.).
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