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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF
THE STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM AT
THE SITE OF NYMPHAION IN 2019 AND 2021

The review focuses on archaeological research of the State Hermitage
Expedition at the site of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021. The site is located
on Kamysh-Burun Cape, 17 km southwest of Kerch center (Russian Fede-
ration, Republic of Crimea, Eltigen District). The works were concentrated
in two locations of the site, Sector M and Sector O.

Sector M

Sector M is situated on the southern border of the Nymphaion site. The
sector has already been under investigation for more than 40 years. An
ancient theater has been partly uncovered here (since 2009, Fig. 1). The
complex of the theater was accessible through propylaia bearing an
inscription on their architrave: ®eonpomnidng MeyakAéog v €icodov
avébniev Aloviowt dyovobBetéwmv Aegdkwvog Gpyoviog Boomodpo ol
®eodooing kol thg Zvoikig whong kal Topetéov kol Aavdapiov kol
WPnoodv. Mention of King Leukon I and his titles points to the 4 century
BC as the date of construction of the theater complex.!

Excavations of the theater were continued in 2019 and 2021. For the
moment, the diameter of the structure is estimated to be about 30 m. The
maximum height of the rows was 5 m. We can assume that the theater was
erected during the rule of Leucon I (389/388—349/348), while the date of
its destruction has not been determined yet. It also remains unclear whether
the building was completed or unfinished. After the theater collapsed, all
its area was covered with a layer of soil more than 6 m deep. In 2019 and
2021, the Expedition of the State Hermitage removed this mound from the
western part of the theater. The mound included strata of yellow, grey, and
ashen soil sloping towards the center of the theater at a 45° angle.

I Sokolova—Pavlichenko 2002 [O. 0. Cokonosa, H. A. ITaBauuenko, “Hosas
MOCBATHTENbHAS Haanuch u3 Humpes ], 99-121.
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Fig. 1. Sector M. General theater view.

The great majority of ceramic artifacts from the layer above the
theater are fragments of amphorae from the Hellenistic period, making
up 80 % of the total number of finds, not counting roof tiles. The finds
excluding amphorae are identified as follows: 46 % — redware pottery,
27 % — handmade vessels, 18 % — kitchenware, 5 % — glazed Hellenistic
tableware, 3% — greyware with grey polished surface, 1% — both red-
figure and black-figure pottery.

Ceramic materials belong mostly to the 240s—210s BC, as becomes
clear from epigraphic data — the stamps of Sinope and Rhodos.? The latest
of these is a Rhodian rhomboid stamp [€ri] / AAe&iua[yov] / [avéapu[ov]
(inv. no. H.19.45) dated back to ca. 147 BC.?

A large group of black-glaze pottery decorated in the West Slope
style and fragments of “Megarian” bowls also belong to the late 3t to
2nd centuries BC.

Among the rare ceramic finds, a fragmented kernos should be men-
tioned (inv. no. H.19.159, Fig. 2). Pieces of such vessels have been
previously found in Nymphaion (State Hermitage, inv. nos. H®.82.376,
H®.88.256, H®.89.117), mainly along with materials from the 4% to
3rd centuries BC. Similar kernoi were discovered in the sanctuary of De-
meter in Beregovoye 4.# They are traditionally treated as ritual artifacts.

2 All the finds of the seasons of 2019-2021 are stored in the Eastern Crimean
Historical and Cultural Museum Preserve.

3 Finkielsztejn 2001, 193 gr. IVb.

4 Zavojkin 2015 [A. A. 3aBoiikuH, “KepHocs! B cBsTmimine Jlemerpsl u Kops
Ha AsuaTtckoM bocniope”, Becmnux Huoicecopoockozo ynusepcumemal, 46—53.
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Fig. 2. Sector M. Fragmented
kernos (inv. no. H.19.159).

0 Scm
Fig. 3. Sector M. Greyware

oinochoe with a stamp
0 5cm (inv. no. H.19.36).

Another remarkable find is a stamp impressed on the body of what
was probably a greyware oinochoe (inv. no. H.19.36, Fig. 3). Similar
containers have been collected by A. V. Kovalchuk and are considered
to be measuring vessels.> The discovery of new samples of the type
contributes to a greater understanding of this group of material.

5 Kovalchuk 2012 [A. B. KoBanbuyk, “Bocnopckue mepHubie cocy sl [V-III BB.
1o H. 3.”, /[pesnocmu Bocnopa], 220-238.
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Sector O

Sector O was started in 2021 in the western field outskirt of the site in order
to find the main city gate, revise the planigraphy, and trace the defense line
of the site (Fig. 4). To lay out the sector, a plan of the Nymphaion site by

Plan of Nymphaion site by P. Du Brux (scaled to 1 2(}00)

Location of Sector ‘O’ at the place of intended gate towers
and a segment of main strect

= = = = Intended line of the main street from gate towers to acropolis

Fig. 4. Sector O. General plan of the sector. Overlay of the plan by
P. Du Brux and the modern topographic base.
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P. Du Brux was used.® The plan was overlaid over the modern topographic
base made by the experts of the Credo-Dialogue company (Minsk) under
the leadership of A. P. Pigin in 2014-2015.

On the relief of the area were two hills, 70 m in diameter and appro-
ximately 2.5 m in height, hypothetically identified as remains of two gate
towers. Between the hills there was a narrow passage, about 8 m in width,
correlating with a pass way between towers. Behind the hills is a ravine
that bore water in antiquity.

Sector O covers the surface of the intended towers and a part of the
intended main road (Fig. 5). The planned dimensions of the sector are
100100 m, measured on the north and south axes. In the field season of
2021, only six 5x5 m squares were excavated. The three most promising
sections were chosen to test the hypothesis of the location of the gate
towers and a road.

The most interesting results were obtained in Section 2, situated at
the place of the posited road between two gate towers. A depression of
the daylight surface is visible in this area. Furthermore, reconstruction of
the city’s road network based upon discovered segments of streets shows

I
|

Fig. 5. Sector O. Segment of the main street next to the gate towers.

¢ Tunkina 2002 [W. B. Tynakuna, Pycckas HAyka 0 K1accu4yeckux OpeeHOoCmsxX
I0za Poccuu (XVIII — cepeouna XIX 6.)], fig. 52.
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that the supposed segment lies on the same line with the street partially
unearthed in Sector BC.”

Under a topsoil layer and a mixed surficial layer of clayish soil, at
a depth of 0.6-0.7 m, there was a rammed surface composed of small
stones, large sherds, and clayish soil. The surface may be interpreted
as part of an ancient road, namely a segment of the main street of the
city stretching from the gate towers (Sector O) towards the acropolis
(Sector BC). The segment was pierced by several utility pits evidently
belonging to the Roman period. The pits were not excavated in the season
of 2021. Material from the layer of yellow clayish soil covering the
causeway is dated to the first centuries AD.

The results of studies in the seasons under discussion have enriched
our knowledge about the key objects of city infrastructure, such as the
theater and the main street connecting the gate towers and the acropolis.
In the following years, it is planned to expand Sector O to obtain new
information on the planigraphy of Nymphaion site.
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The review focuses on archaeological research of the State Hermitage Expedition
on the site of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021. The site is located on Kamysh-Burun
Cape, 17 km southwest of Kerch center (Russian Federation, Republic of Crimea,
Eltigen District). The works were concentrated in two locations of the site, Sector
M and Sector O. In Sector M, an ancient theater constructed in the first half of the
4th century BC was studied. In Sector O, a main city street and gate towers became
the subjects of research.

B nanHoM 0030pe npezcTaBiieHbl apXeoIorHyecke padoTsl sxcnenuunu [ocynap-
cTBeHHOTO DpMuTaka Ha ropoxmiie Himdett B 2019 u 2021 rr. Toponumie Hum-
¢eii pacnionoxxeno Ha Mbicy Kampi-bBypyn B 17 kM K 1oro-zamagy oT IieHTpa
Kepun (Poccwmiickas @enepanus, Pecrryomuka Kpeimv, . Kepub, Mukpopaiton Onsru-
reH). B 2019 n 2021 rogax paboTsl IPOBOAMIMCH HA ABYX YYacTKax — y4acTok M
u yyactok O. Ha yuactke M mpoBOAMIINCE HCCIIENOBAaHUSI aHTUYHOTO TeaTpa, Co-
opysxkeHHoro B 1-ii monoBune IV B. 10 H. 3.; Ha yuacTke O — uccienoBanus [ aBHO
TOPOJICKOM IOPOTH M BOPOTHBIX OallIeH.



ARCHAEOLOGICA



Te—
ﬂ./ N~ —SNNIXN3 SNINOd z
n Jf/
=) m
pISopoRY |
=9

7
4
rd
7

T~

mecmctghh\.\

/
/
4
’

=

ya

-,
— D L N,
5 uonjauLIpy §as =\
=\ UOTUIYILO] ; =N
|I|r.|/r.rr N\ P _ —
o F Wﬂd \\ ff
N~ g @ P .@ “r
=P ~)

SILOSYIN




N
4 ff
: o N
h - — .ﬂw%%m:o%ms\.u ————
¥ o " : R AP —
ﬂ ..n\.\..rv!..t\l 3 Q X.i.... - AN SN
P > g g g f..f
SSDUOULITT] el DISOPOdY SR -
. p Y ,
% ey : _ : e
D12A0BVUDY TS~ Ny ﬁ\ R TITTNE) —
e o1 dDy1yun J =3 = :
: \wy ~ , )W.\Jﬂ”“
fole ,
= UDWIT SO




CONSPECTUS

ARCHAEOLOGICA

ANNA EREMEEVA

Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen.
Archaeological Survey of 2019 and Excavations of 2021-2022 ........ 8

NATALIA SOLOVYOVA, SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV,
ANNA POKROVSKAYA, YAN Nizov

The Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos ....................... 20

MARIA AKHMADEEVA

Archaeological Research on the Closest Suburban Area of Ancient
Theodosia. Investigations of the Theodosian Archaeological Expedition
of the State Hermitage Museum in 2019-2022 . ........ ... ... ... .... 45

VLADIMIR KHRSHANOVSKIY
Excavations of Kytaion’s Southwestern Suburb in 2019-2022 ......... 52

SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV

Archaeological Research on the Ancient City Site of Akra
inEBastern Crimea ............ ...t 62

NADEZHDA NOVOSELOVA, OLGA SOKOLOVA

Archaeological Investigations of the State Hermitage Museum at the Site
of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021 ...... ... ... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. 73

ALEXANDER BUTYAGIN, VLADIMIR KOLOSOV, ANASTASIYA GIBLOVA,
NADEZHDA MILIKHINA

Excavations at Myrmekion in 2019-2023 ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... 81

Crarbyl COIPOBOXKIAIOTCS PE3IOME Ha PYCCKOM ¥ aHIIHHCKOM SI3BIKE
Summary in Russian and English



MARINA VAKHTINA, SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV,
EKATERINA CHETVERKINA

Rescue Excavations at the Parthenion City Site in 2020 ............

SERGEY KASHAEV
Excavations at the Necropolis of the Artyushchenko-2 Site

20192023 ...

DmiTrY CHISTOV

Investigations of Vestnik-1 Site in 2021-2023 ...................

EPIGRAPHICA

YURI BELIK, NINA KUCHEREVSKAYA, NATALIA PAVLICHENKO

Dedication to Pan from the Pantikapaion Suburbs ................

NiNa ALMAZOVA, DENIS KEYER, NATALIA PAVLICHENKO,
ALEXANDER VERLINSKY

Metrical Epitaphs from the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos . . ..

Keywords .. ... ..



