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The ancient city site of Akra, situated near the modern village of Zavetnoe
30 km south of Kerch (the Republic of Crimea), was discovered as recently
as the early 1980s. The main problems of its localization before that time
were connected primarily to the site’s topographic features. Almost all
Bosporan cities were founded on high rocky capes or high ground. The
ancient city site near the village of Zavetnoe was situated on a very low
cape that stretched far out to sea. A small river flowed to the sea north of
the site. This feature still calls into question the identification of this site
with the city of Akra mentioned by Strabo (11. 2. 8) and by Pliny the Elder
(NH 4. 86).! However, the discovery of a developed fortification system
and the development of urban quarters clearly indicates that an important
urban centre existed in this location. Nowadays, most of the cape has been
flooded by the waters of the Kerch Strait (Fig. 1).

There are three main stages in the history of the site’s exploration.
The initial stage is connected to discoveries made by A. V. Kulikov,
V. N. Kholodkov, and K. K. Shilik in the first half of the 1980s. After
winter storms, Kulikov, who was a schoolboy at the time, compiled a re-
presentative collection of ancient coins, including a golden stater of
Cotys II dated to 132 AD. He also made the first visual plan of the coastal
territory with indications of discovered areas of urban development.?

* The study was completed within the scope of the program of the Fundamental
Scientific Studies of the State Academy of Sciences, state assignment topic No.
FMZF-2022-0013 “Improving the methodology of conducting security and
rescue archaeological activities and the introduction of digital technologies into
archaeology”.

I Maslennikov 2023 [4. A. Macnennuxos, “N3nytpu niu caapyxu? (O ‘craryce’
IocesIeHNs Ha MbIce 310K, MaJIbIX TOPOAAaX M ‘BHYTPEHHeH KonoHM3aImu bocmopa”,
Ilpobnemvl ucmopuu, unonoeuu, kynomyput] 177; Agbunov 1987 [M. B. ArOyHoB,
Anmuynasn noyus Yepnozo mopsa], 107-108.

2 Shamray 2012 [4. H. lampai, “Crensl aHTHYHBIX [MOCTPOEK Ha Oepery
nponuBa y cena HabGepexxHoe (k uctopuu oTkpbiTus Akpsl)”, in: XIII Bocnopckue
umenus), 450.

62



Research on the Ancient City Site of Akra in Eastern Crimea 63

Fig. 1. General view of the Akra city site from the south-east.

A key event in the localization of Akra was the creation of the Bos-
poran Underwater Archaeological Division headed by K. K. Shilik in the
Sector of the Ancient Archaeology, Leningrad Department of the Institute
of Archaeology AS USSR (now the Institute for the History of Material
Culture RAS) in 1982. From 1983 to 1986, he discovered a defensive wall
and towers of the flooded city site, along with an Early Hellenistic well.?

The second stage of Akra exploration took place during the mid-1990s.
The expedition of the Kerch Historical and Cultural Reserve headed by
A. V. Kulikov conducted work both on land and underwater from 1994 to
1997. The aboveground archacological excavations of 1994-1997 in the
coastal area at a part of the spill outlined prospects for research on the
Akra of the Roman period. Unearthed areas of urban development from
that period strongly suggest that Akra homebuilding in the first centuries
AD was conducted according to planning principles developed back in the
Hellenistic Age. In addition, it was established that Akra archaeological
findings dated to the Middle Ages were not accidental at the site. They

3 Shilik 2013 [K. K. HIunuxk, “Antndnsie ropoaa Ha nae KepueHCKOro nposmea
(uctopust nouckoB u otkpbiTuii)”, in: I1. E. CopokuH (ed.), H3yuenue namsmnuros
MOPCKOIL apxeonocuu].
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originate from a cultural layer of that time, areas of which were discovered
during the archaeological excavations.*

Along with the aboveground excavations, underwater surveys of Akra
were conducted. They focused on examining the defensive wall of the city
and the secondary fixation of the tower. During the underwater surveys,
stone pavements and masonry walls were also traced.’

The third stage of the archaeological research on Akra is linked with
the work of a complex archaeological expedition, created in 2011 on the
initiative of the State Hermitage to study the flooded part of the ancient
town.6 This study is ongoing. Its tasks include conducting an archaeological
survey in the water area of the ancient town, as well as conducting systematic
full-scale underwater excavations to study the planning and character of the
urban development, the typology, the features of homebuilding, the system
of fortification and its elements, the examination of previously discovered
archaeological objects, and the search for new ones to make a relevant
topographic plan of the city. This is urgent because the underwater and
coastal parts of the site are gradually disappearing as a consequence of
natural influences (wind, water, chemical erosion) and human activity.”

Overall, the ancient city site of Akra presently has two distinct areas of
study. The first one lies underwater. It accounts for about 70 % of the site’s
area and avoided complete destruction by breakers in the strait due to lucky
circumstances. In the fourth century BC, the small low cape the settlement
was founded on was cut off by the sturdy defensive stone wall. It served as
a kind of protection that preserved cultural layers adjacent to it from water
erosion. The degree of preservation of the wall greatly varies in different
areas — from 0.3 m in the sea area to 1.6 m in the coastal area (Fig. 2). It
directly affected the thickness of the preserved cultural layers. Another
important feature of the flooded part of the city site is that all deposits
of the cultural layer and the underwater remains of buildings are dated
exclusively to the Hellenistic period (Fig. 3). Layers that formed in Akra
in the Roman period were completely destroyed in the underwater area.

4 Kulikov 2001 [4. B. Kynuxos, “Otuet 00 HCCICAOBAHUAX AaHTHIHOTO TOPOIH-
ma Akpa B mosieBoM ce3oHe 1997 1.”, Apxue I'BY PK “Bocmouno-Kpvimckuil ucmo-
PpuKo-KyemypHuli myseti-3anogeonux '], 21; Kulikov 2007, 1040.

5 Grabovetskiy—Kulikov 1998 [C. B. I pabogeyxuii, A. B. Kynukos, “Obcne-
JIOBaHME aHTUYHOTO IOCeNeHHs B paifoHe o3epa Aneim (Bocrounsiii Kpsim)”,
U3yuenue namamuuxos mopckou apxeonozuu], 82.

¢ Solovyev—Vakhoneev 2015, 188-201.

7 Solovyev et al. 2021 [C. JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees, JI. I [llenko, Axpa —
anmuunwlii 20po0 Ha Esponetickom Bocnope], 11, 30, 31.
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Fig. 2. The masonry of the underwater defensive wall in the coastal area.

Fig. 3. Ceramic spindle whorl with graffiti found
in an Hellenistic house.
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It is worth noting that the founding of the city on a very low cape that
stretches far out to sea, in a place so unusual for other Bosporan coastal
cities, had a very negative effect on the entire subsequent history of Akra
despite the convenience of its defence. We can assume that Akra was
founded in the Phanagorian regression period.® The sea level was lower,
and the cape itself was accordingly higher. After the end of the regression,
the coastal areas of the city began to be regularly flooded and even
swamped. One should add that, just before the dawn of the Common Era,
Strabo (11. 2. 8) called Akra “a small village” (kopiov). If we consider
that he borrowed some information from the periplus of Artemidorus
of Ephesus, Akra could already have had such a status at the end of the
second century BC.? Obviously, there had to be important reasons for the
change in the city’s status. It appears that the worsening of ecological
and sanitary conditions due to constant floods may have significantly
influenced this process.

Another observation made during the excavations that can also
indirectly point to the floods is that significant sterile sand beddings were
traced under some areas of Hellenistic development.'® They could have
been arranged specifically for groundwater drainage. It is no coincidence
that all storage pits discovered underwater had stone facings with clay
daubs (Fig. 4). In the base of a tower construction near the defensive wall
(Fig. 5), wooden crates built of longitudinal and transverse beams were
found. One of the reasons for such a construction of the foundation could
be the high groundwater or seawater level that came to an ancient surface
during the construction of the tower in the second half or the end of the
fourth century BC.

We should note another important feature of the modern site’s topo-
graphy — cultural layers preserved only in areas close to the defensive
wall and as far as a few dozen meters from it. The further away from
the wall, the worse is the preservation of the layer. Thus, we can assume
that the area of the preserved cultural layer from the Hellenistic period
occupies about 1.7 thousand m?2 out of 3 hectares of the flooded part. The
aboveground area of about 0.45 hectares was not considered.

8 Vakhoneev 2015 [B. B. Baxonees, “TlonsoaHoe ropoauiie AKpa 1 U3MEHEHHE
ypoBHS Mopst B IV B. 110 H. 3.”, in: XVI Bocnopckue umenus), 44.

9 Zavoykin 2022 [A. A. 3asotixun, “KuTeil: pa3MbIIUICHAS O ‘MaIOM 00CIIOPCKOM
ropone’”, [pesnocmu bocnopal, 106.

10 Vakhoneev—Solovyev 2023 [B. B. Baxonees, C. JI. Conogves, “Apxeonoru-
4eCKHe HCCIIeJ0BaHNs aHTUIHOT0 ropoaumma Akpa B 2023 r.”, broanemens UHUMK

PAH: oxpannas apxeonozus), 189.
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Fig. 4. The storage pit no. 3/2017c with stone facing.

Fig. 5. A part of the Akra defensive wall with a tower. Aerial photograph.
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Currently, the defensive wall has been explored to a length of
just over 150 m. The whole length of the wall could reach 250 m.!!
It starts at a distance of 94-98 m from the modern water’s edge (in
different years, the line of the water’s edge has been moving) at
a depth of —3.60 m according to the Baltic system. It is evident that
in ancient times the defensive wall started right in the sea, where
a section entering the water was composed of large blocks. Then
it went north-west over the land, shielding the low cape with the
settlement on it. The wall was built in the first half of the fourth
century BC. It was partly rebuilt in the last quarter of the fourth to the
beginning of the third century BC. The defensive wall ceased to be
used for its intended purpose no later than the turn of the third to the
second century BC. The excavations of the coastal area Beregovoy in
2016, as well as the prospecting shafts of 1985, showed that the wall
was blocked by the remains of buildings from the first to the third
centuries AD.!2

The Hellenistic urban development of Akra included residential
houses of the typical planning scheme, arranged in city blocks.!> The
area of the city itself was about 3.5 hectares. Currently, the remains of
at least six building complexes from the second half of the fourth to the
early third century BC and from the third to second century BC were
discovered underwater.'4

The layers of the Roman period are preserved only in the aboveground
part of the site — about 4.5 thousand m2.15

11 Vakhoneev 2021 [B. B. Baxonees, “O00pOHHUTENBHBIC COOPYKEHHS OOCIIOP-
ckoro ropoaa Akpa”, Bocnopckue ucciedoganusi), 42—64.

12 Shilik 1987 [K. K. Hlunux, “VccrenoBanne aHTUIHOM AKpEI”, Apxeonocu-
yeckue omxpurmust 1985 2.1, 632; Solovyev 2017 [C. JI. Conosves, Omuem o HayuHo-
ucciedosamenvcxoll pabome. Apxeonocuneckue packonku Ha 8blA61eHHOM 00beKme
apxeonocuueckoeo Hacieous “Aumuynoe eopoouwje Axpa’” na 60CmMOUHOU OKpaune
noc. 3agemnoe 6 Jlenunckom patione Pecnyonuxu Kpvim ¢ 2016 2.], 29.

13 Solovyev—Vakhoneev—Kuznetsov 2017 [C.JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees,
A. B. Kysneyos, “TlogBomHble apXeoIOrn4eckrue packolKKU aHTUYHOTO ropojga Axpa
B 2015 rony”, Apxeonoeuueckuii coopuuk I ocyoapcmeennoco Spmumasical, 165-176.

14 Vakhoneev—Solovyev 2018, 247.

15 Kulikov 2007, 1040; Solovyev et al. 2019 [C. JI. Conosves, B. B. Baxonees,
M. M. Axmaoeesa, A.B. Kysneyos, “VlccnemoBaHusi aHTUYHOTO Toponma AKkpa
B 2016 rony”, Apxeonocuueckuii cooprux Iocyoapcmeennoco Spmumadca], 135—
154; Vakhoneev 2012 [B. B. Baxonees, “Tonorpadus U miaHUPOBKa aHTHYHOTO
ropomuita Akpa”, XIII bocnopckue umenus), 75-79.
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The discovery of developments dating to Roman times suggests that
Akra had sufficiently dense development on the high part of the ancient
cape during that period. The same situation is observed in the other
Bosporan town, Myrmekion, which Strabo (11. 2. 6) defined as koun.
Earlier it was thought that, in Roman times, Myrmekion consisted of
a series of estates, sometimes even fortified, with wastelands between
them. However, excavations in recent years have convincingly shown
that, despite significant changes in the spatial organization of the city in
Roman times compared with the Hellenistic age, Myrmekion had fairly
dense development in the western and central parts of the city site.!©

Additionally, traces of life in the early medieval period were found
in the aboveground excavations in Akra. In excavation area I, part of
a layer from the eighth and ninth centuries AD was traced. In the upper
layers of the Zapadnyy excavation area, an oval (in the ground plan view)
pit no. 2 with a depth of 0.8 m was unearthed (Fig. 6). At the bottom
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Fig. 6. The medieval pit in the excavation area Zapadnyy.

16 Milikhina 2022 [H. H. Munuxuna, “TIpo0Onems! ucciaeqoBanuss MupMeKkust
PHUMCKOTO BpeMeHH (Tonorpaduueckuii acnekr)”, Apxeonoeuueckue secmu], 105.
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of the pit, a jar of the Taman type from the ninth to eleventh centuries
AD was found. There were also a few fragments of such vessels in the
filling. Due to the discovery of this pit, we can assume that there are
other early medieval complexes in the aboveground part of Akra.
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The article is devoted to the latest archaeological research on the ancient settlement
of Akra on a sandy embankment near the village of Zavetnoye in eastern Crimea.
This ancient settlement was localized only in the early 1980s, and the history of its
study has 3 stages. The authors analyze the reasons why the cultural layer was
preserved underwater and was not destroyed by surf waves as on other coastal
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archaeological sites. Special attention is paid to the topography and layout of the
monument in the Hellenistic and Roman periods.

The settlement is divided into two very different research sites: underwater and
terrestrial. The underwater part accounts for about 70 % of the monument’s
territory. It was preserved due to the presence of a powerful defensive wall built in
the 4t century BC. Cultural layers under water were preserved only in areas close
to this wall. The Hellenistic urban development of Akra included residential houses
of the typical planning scheme, arranged in city blocks. At least six building
complexes from this time were studied there.

Unfortunately, the layers from Roman times have not been preserved under-
water, while on a small piece of land, arcas of dense buildings from the first
centuries AD have recently been discovered. Finally, the latest research has also
confirmed the presence of life in the settlement in the early medieval period.

Crarpsi NOCBsIIEHA MOCIECAHUM apXEOJOTHMYECKUM HCCIIEAOBAHUSIM AHTUYHOTO
ropoauia AKpa Ha ecyaHOW HaChINH y cena 3aBeTHoe B Boctounom Kpeimy. 910
aHTHYHOE TOPOIUIIE OBLIO JIOKATM30BaHO TONBKO B Havane 1980-x IT., U ucTopus
€ro M3y4eHHUs HACUMUTHIBAeT 3 3Tama. ABTOPHI aHAIM3UPYIOT MPUYMHEI, IO KOTO-
PBIM KYIBTYPHBIA CITOW COXpaHWJICS TIOA BOMOOW, a HE OBUI pa3pylIcH BOJTHAMHU
npubos, Kak Ha IPyrux MNPUOPEKHBIX apXeoJornyeckux oobekrax. Ocoboe BHU-
MaHHe YIeNsSeTCsl TONOorpaguy W IUIAHUPOBKE MAMSITHHUKA B AIUITMHUCTHYECKUI
Y PUMCKHH MEepUObIL.

T'opoauiue pazaeneHo Ha ABa COBEPLIEHHO Pa3HbIX y4yacTKa: OABOAHBIN U Ha-
3eMHbIH. [TonBoaHast yacTs cocrasisier okoio 70 % Tepputopun namarHuka. OHa
COXpaHIIach Ormarofapsi HATMYMIO MOIIHON O0OOPOHHUTENBHOW CTEHBI, TOCTPOCH-
Hoil B IV Beke 10 H. 3. KynbTypHble ciiou, HaXoAsuecs moj BOJOH, COXpaHUIUCh
TOJIBKO B paiiOHax, HEMOCPEICTBEHHO MpUJIEratoluX K 3Toi crene. ['oponackas 3a-
CTporiKa AKpBl B JUIMHUCTUYECKUI MEPHOA BKIIIOYANA JKUJIbIE 1OMa THUIHYHOMN
IUTAHUPOBOYHOM CXEMBI, PACIIONOKEHHBIE B TOPOJACKUX KBapTramax. 37ech ObUIO
M3Yy4€HO 10 MEHBIIEH Mepe ECTh KOMIUIEKCOB 3JaHUIl 3TOr0 BpEMEHHU.

K coxxanenuto, ciou, OTHOCSIINECS K PUMCKOMY MEPUOIY, HE COXPAHUINUCH
oJ] BOJOM, B TO BpeMsl Kak Ha HEOOIBIIOM yJYacTKe CYIIN HEIaBHO ObLia HCCITe-
JI0BaHa IUIOTHAs 3aCTpOMKa NMEpBbIX BEKOB Halleil 3pel. HakoHen, nocineaHue uc-
CJEIOBaHMs TAK)K€ MOATBEPANUIIN MPUCYTCTBUE KU3HU Ha MOCEIEHUU B NEPUOL
PaHHET0 CPEeTHEBEKOBBSI.



ARCHAEOLOGICA



Te—
ﬂ./ N~ —SNNIXN3 SNINOd z
n Jf/
=) m
pISopoRY |
=9

7
4
rd
7

T~

mecmctghh\.\

/
/
4
’

=

ya

-,
— D L N,
5 uonjauLIpy §as =\
=\ UOTUIYILO] ; =N
|I|r.|/r.rr N\ P _ —
o F Wﬂd \\ ff
N~ g @ P .@ “r
=P ~)

SILOSYIN




N
4 ff
: o N
h - — .ﬂw%%m:o%ms\.u ————
¥ o " : R AP —
ﬂ ..n\.\..rv!..t\l 3 Q X.i.... - AN SN
P > g g g f..f
SSDUOULITT] el DISOPOdY SR -
. p Y ,
% ey : _ : e
D12A0BVUDY TS~ Ny ﬁ\ R TITTNE) —
e o1 dDy1yun J =3 = :
: \wy ~ , )W.\Jﬂ”“
fole ,
= UDWIT SO




CONSPECTUS

ARCHAEOLOGICA

ANNA EREMEEVA

Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen.
Archaeological Survey of 2019 and Excavations of 2021-2022 ........ 8

NATALIA SOLOVYOVA, SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV,
ANNA POKROVSKAYA, YAN Nizov

The Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos ....................... 20

MARIA AKHMADEEVA

Archaeological Research on the Closest Suburban Area of Ancient
Theodosia. Investigations of the Theodosian Archaeological Expedition
of the State Hermitage Museum in 2019-2022 . ........ ... ... ... .... 45

VLADIMIR KHRSHANOVSKIY
Excavations of Kytaion’s Southwestern Suburb in 2019-2022 ......... 52

SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV

Archaeological Research on the Ancient City Site of Akra
inEBastern Crimea ............ ...t 62

NADEZHDA NOVOSELOVA, OLGA SOKOLOVA

Archaeological Investigations of the State Hermitage Museum at the Site
of Nymphaion in 2019 and 2021 ...... ... ... ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... .. 73

ALEXANDER BUTYAGIN, VLADIMIR KOLOSOV, ANASTASIYA GIBLOVA,
NADEZHDA MILIKHINA

Excavations at Myrmekion in 2019-2023 ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... 81

Crarbyl COIPOBOXKIAIOTCS PE3IOME Ha PYCCKOM ¥ aHIIHHCKOM SI3BIKE
Summary in Russian and English



MARINA VAKHTINA, SERGEY SOLOVYEV, VIKTOR VAKHONEEV,
EKATERINA CHETVERKINA

Rescue Excavations at the Parthenion City Site in 2020 ............

SERGEY KASHAEV
Excavations at the Necropolis of the Artyushchenko-2 Site

20192023 ...

DmiTrY CHISTOV

Investigations of Vestnik-1 Site in 2021-2023 ...................

EPIGRAPHICA

YURI BELIK, NINA KUCHEREVSKAYA, NATALIA PAVLICHENKO

Dedication to Pan from the Pantikapaion Suburbs ................

NiNa ALMAZOVA, DENIS KEYER, NATALIA PAVLICHENKO,
ALEXANDER VERLINSKY

Metrical Epitaphs from the Southern Suburb of Tauric Chersonesos . . ..

Keywords .. ... ..



