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EXCAVATIONS OF KYTAION’S
SOUTHWESTERN SUBURB IN 2019-2022

In 2019-2022, the Kytaion archaeological expedition of the Institute of
Archaeology RAS continued excavations in the southwestern suburb of
the Bosporan city of Kytaion, in the area of coastal erosion. Starting in
2010, the study of this section since 2016 has been conducted in two
excavation areas — XLVI and XLVII (Fig. 1. 1).! To date, the area of the
first one has exceeded 400 m? (Fig. 1. 2) and the area of the second one
has exceeded 200 m2 (Fig. 1. 3).

The excavation area XLVI

In recent years, after the northward and eastward expansion of the exca-
vation area XLVI, in addition to the previously studied unearthed ritual
and memorial complexes, two more ritual pits nos. 389 and 393, the ritual
complex no. 400, and the grave without inventory no. 398 have been
excavated. In accordance with the formerly determined archaeological
context, they are attributed to the same Late Antique period — the 4th—
5t centuries AD.

The relatively shallow depth of pits nos. 389 and 393 (0.7-0.8 m and
0.3 m respectively), as well as of the majority of the other pits in this
excavation area, was evidence of their ritual (rather than domestic)
purpose.? The variety of dates and the diversity of the finds, considering
their scarcity, confirm this theory. There were asynchronous Hellenistic
objects in almost every pit. According to the archaeological context and
the latest material, their attribution to the same historical time and antique
culture is beyond doubt. The composition of bones of sacrificial animals

I Khrshanovskiy 2019, 133-139.
2 Khrshanovskiy 2020a [B. A. Xprranosckuii, “Tlo31HeaHTHYHBIC PUTYATbHBIC
SIMBI Ha FOTO-3aMaJHOM ydacTke Hekpononsa Kutes”, /[pesnocmu bocnopal, 424.
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Excavations of Kytaion’s Southwestern Suburb in 2019-2022

Fig. 1. 1. The southwestern suburb of Kytaion. Excavation areas
XLVI and XLVII. Aerial photograph.
Fig. 1. 2. Excavation area XLVI. 2022. Aerial photograph.
Fig. 1. 3. Excavation area XLVII. 2022. Aerial photograph.
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was different from the bones found in the mound covering the whole
excavation area. Its filling suggests the ritual character of the pits.?

Ritual complex no. 400 was also unearthed in the eastern excavation
extension on the level of the ancient horizon under the thick rubble
backfill. According to the fixed part, in ancient times it was a circle made
of relatively large limestone fragments, plain limestone small slabs, and
a mound composed of soil with rubble. Its diameter, calculated by the
external contour, is about 8 m. On the north, the complex was fenced in by
a wall made of large stones, roughly processed but stacked together with
rubble and soil. Its length is 5.5 m, its width about 1 m.

During the deepening and clearing of the eastern excavation extension
and the upper layer of burial complex no. 400 (the study has not been
finished), a significant amount of asynchronous, mass ceramic material
was also found: fragments of black-lacquered vessels and ‘“Megarian”
bowls, red-lacquered, black-glazed, wheel-thrown and handmade ware.
In addition to fragments of late light-clay amphorae with narrow necks
of the Shelov Types E and F and the red-clay amphora of the Type
C SNP I (“Delakeu”), which date the complex to times no later than the
4th_5th centuries BC, much older Hellenistic amphorae, including some
with stamps, were found here. The Rhodian amphora with two stamps on
its handle (Fig. 2. 1) is dated to ca. 129 BC. The other stamp (Fig. 2. 2),
found in the eastern excavation extension, was on the handle of a Sinopian
amphora from the early 220s BC.

The bone remains found during the study of ritual complex no. 400
belonged mainly to the same animals that were unearthed in the other
objects of this excavation area: a horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, and dog.

In the northern excavation extension in the northwestern corner of
the excavation area, the grave of a woman of 35 to 45 years old was
unearthed. It was precisely meridionally oriented (the head towards the
north). It is possible that the plain round stone that lies to the east of
the body at a certain elevation was used as a small primitive altar. The
animal bones and ceramic fragments found close to the grave could be the
traces of a funeral feast. Among them was part of the bottom of a black-
lacquered vessel with the graffito [- -]Jvika(- -) or Nika(- -) on its outer
side. Apparently, this abbreviation of the theophoric name, derived from
Nikn, was the mark of the owner (Fig. 2. 3).

3 Kasparov—Khrshanovskiy 2019 [A. K. Kacmapos, B. A. XpuiaHoBckuii,
“DayHUCTHYECKUE OCTATKU Ha I0T0-3amagHoM yuyactke Kuteiickoro Hekpomnouis (1o
nuroram packorok 2010-2018 rr.)”, Bocnopckue umenus: bocnop Kummeputickuii
U 8apeapCKUll MUp 6 nNepuod aHmuuyHoCmu u cpeonesekogvs. OcrosHble UmMocu
u nepcnexmugul uccieoosanuii], 274, 277-278.
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2.3.
L1

Fig. 2. 1. A fragment of the handle of the Rhodian amphora with two stamps: éni

Ap[wotoy]évevc [T[dva]pog in the circle around the “head of Helios” emblem and

the additional stamp AAQ, c. 128 BC. These and the following stamps and graffiti
were read and attributed by N. A. Pavlichenko.

Fig. 2. 2. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
[doTvvopo]dvtog / [Aswpédov]tog to[d] / [Emdnpov] horseman — / [- -]. From
the early 220s BC.

Fig. 2. 3. A fragment of the bottom of a black-lacquered vessel with part of the
graffito [- -]vuca(- -) or Nwa(- -).

Fig. 2. 4. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
Amatovp[iov] / dotuvopov cantharost/ Zipio. From the middle of the 260s BC.
Fig. 2. 5. A fragment of the handle of a Sinopian amphora with the stamp
ao[tovopov] / Aioyiviov] / Km[owv] bunch. From the middle of the 250s BC.
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Earlier, in the eastern part of the northern extension of the excavation
area XLVI, two more Sinopian stamps, dated to the mid-260s and mid-
250s BC, were found among a significant amount of remains of ceramic
ware: black-lacquered, red-lacquered, wheel-thrown, and handmade
vessels (Fig. 2. 4-5).

Despite the impressive size of excavation arca XLVI, only five
graves were found in it. This seems disproportionate to the number of
traces of ritual activities performed in this area. Found here in addition
to the BoBpo1, ritual grounds with the remains of funeral feasts and
sacrifices, were many primitive stone altar constructions built right on
the ground, and approximately ten small monolithic stone altars.* All
of this is the good indicator of the chthonic character of the unearthed
complex. Its dimensions indicate the possibility of the special sacral
status of the sanctuary, combined with the necropolis.

Excavation area XLVII

During 7 field seasons starting in 2016, the study of the other high (up
to 3 m) bank has been conducted in the southwestern suburb of Kytaion.
This bank is situated 60—80 m to the west of the fortified western wall
of the city site. The excavation area there received the number XLVII.
In contrast to excavation area XL VI, not a single grave complex has so
far been discovered here. However, earlier, under the thin humus layer,
sacrificial pit no. 394 and ash hill no. 395 were unearthed and partly
studied. They are located in the southeastern part of the excavation area.’
In 2019-2022, during the extension of the excavation area to the north
and its deepening throughout, the other ash hill was discovered in the
northwestern part. It received the number 396. The other pit, no. 397,
was also found. The set diameter of the southern ash hill base is at least
10 m, the diameter of the northern ash hill is at least 8 m.

After this discovery, the finds from both the southern and the
northern parts of the excavation area can be considered to be offerings
linked to the rituals performed on the two ash hills and near the
ritual pits. Among such offerings, apart from the bone remains of

4 Moleva—Khrshanovskiy 2024 [H. B. Monea, B. A. XpianoBckuit, “Antapu
U3 10r0-3anagHoro npeamectbs Kures”, /lpesnocmu bocnopa], 336-350.

5 Khrshanovskiy 2020b [B.A. XpuanoBckuii, “HoBblil puTyanbHblil KOMIIIEKC
Ha TI03JHEAaHTHYHOM yuacTke Hekpomnons Kurea”, bocnopckuil ¢enomen: boc-
nopcrkoe yapcmeo M. H. Pocmosyega (832n1a0 uz XXI eexa)], 130-136.
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domestic and wild animals (a horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, dog, red
deer, boar, fox, badger, and European hare), were also birds, dolphin,
fish, and crab claws® and many (more than 26 thousand) fragments of
amphorae, wheel-thrown and handmade ceramics, copper coins,” and
terracotta figurines,® dated to the same broad period between the
4th century BC and the 4th—5% centuries AD. There were far more recent
“asynchronous” objects here compared with the other excavation areas
of the southwestern part. However, such things were discovered in the
mounds of the two ash hills. The fragments of painted red-figure and
black-lacquered vessels and the remains of imported amphorae from
the Classical and Hellenistic ages, including stamped amphorae from
Thasos, Heraclea, and Sinope, were found there. In the last few years,
the collection has been replenished with a few more objects. Three
Herakleian stamps of the 370s—-360s BC (Fig. 3. 1-3) were found in the
mound of the northern ash hill (no. 396).

The most interesting epigraphic find of recent years is the graffito
AT'A on the wall of the red-clay amphora (Fig. 3. 4) unearthed in the
southern half of the excavation area (ash hill no. 395). Considering the
location of this graffito on the amphora’s shoulders, where indications
of the variety of wine in the vessel were often placed, it could be the
abbreviation of dyA(gvkg 0ivog).

Besides the clay and stone spindle whorls,® sinkers, bone borers,
and needles that were often found among the offerings in this ash hill,
the golden ax-shaped pendant (Fig. 4. 1) from the 4% century AD,!0 the
Hellenistic terracotta statuette from the 4% century BC (Fig. 4. 2),!!

¢ Kasparov—Khrshanovskiy 2019, 273-274.

7 Abramzon—Khrshanovskiy 2022 [M. I. AGpam3on, B. A. XpriiaHoBCKHiA,
“MOHEeTHI U3 PaCKOIOK I0Tr0-3aMaHOro yyacTka Hekponomns Kures (2011-2021 rr)”,
Bocnopcxuii penomen: Borvuue u manvie 20pooa bocnopckoeo yapcmea: Kpyenviii
cmoi, nocéaujennvitl 75-nemuio E. A. Monesa (1937-2021)], 236-238.

8 Khanutina—Khrshanovskiy 2023 [3. B. Xanyruna, B. A. XpIiaHoBCKUiA,
“TeppaxoThl U3 I0TO-3aIIaJHOTO yuacTka Hekpomnoist Kures™], 53, puc. 4, 5-6; 56.

9 Simonova 2018 [“M. A. CumonoBa, “TIpsiciuiia u rpy3uia B morpedaibHoO-
MMOMHHAJBHBIX KOMILIeKcax [V B. H. 9. 10r0-3amagHoro y4yactka Hekponons Kures”,
Bocnopcxuii penomen: Obuee u ocobennoe 8 ucmopuko-KynomypHom npoCmpancmee
aumuunozo mupal, 259-265.

10° Kravchenko—Khrshanovskiy 2022 [A. B. KpaBuenko, B. A. XpiiaHoBckuii,
“3on0oTast TONOPOBUAHAS ITOABECKA U3 MO3JHEAHTUYHOTO PUTYaIbHOTO KOMILIEKCA
Hekponoinst Kurest”, bocnopckuii gpenomen: bonvuiue u mansvie copooa bocnopckozo
yapcmea), 241-247.

11 Khanutina—Khrshanovskiy 2023, 53, Fig. 4. 5; 56.
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Fig. 3. 1. A fragment of the neck of a Herakleian amphora with the stamp
[HplaxAédog club| / [Kepki]vog, H, P and A, A in ligature.
Fig. 3. 2. A fragment of the neck of the Herakleian amphora with the stamp
[Eda]pyo / [horned moon 1] / [émi Atovu(ciov)] (alleged restoration).
Fig. 3. 3. Avovo[ciov] / €mi X[- -]. From the 370s-360s BC.
Fig. 3. 4. A fragment of the wall of the red-clay amphora with the graffito ATA.

the incense cup (Fig. 4. 3) and the dipinto with tamga on the light-clay
amphora with a narrow neck (Fig. 4. 4) were unearthed there. In the
future, deciphering this tamga will probably help answer the question
of the ownership of these monumental ritual buildings of the Migration
Period.

Vladimir Khrshanovskiy
Institute of Archeology, Moscow, RAS

vax48@mail.ru
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4.1.

Fig. 4. 1. The golden ax-shaped pendant. From the 4™ century AD.
Fig. 4. 2. The terracotta statuette. From the 4t century BC.
Fig. 4. 3. The handmade incense cup.

Fig. 4. 4. A fragment of the neck of a light-clay amphora with
the dipinto (the tamga?). From the first centuries AD.



60 Vladimir Khrshanovskiy

Bibliography

M. G. Abramzon, V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Monety iz raskopok yugo-zapadnogo
uchastka nekropolya Kiteya (2011-2021 gg.)” [“Coins from Excavations of
the Southwestern Section of the Kytaion Necropolis (2011-2021)”’], Bosporskij
fenomen: Bolshie i malye goroda Bosporskogo carstva: Kruglyj stol, posvya-
shchennyj 75-letiyu E. A. Moleva (1937-2021) (St Petersburg 2022) 233-240.

A. K. Kasparov, V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Faunisticheskie ostatki na yugo-zapadnom
uchastke Kitejskogo nekropolya (po itogam raskopok 2010-2018 gg.)”
[“Faunal Remains in the Southwestern Section of the Kytaion Necropolis
(Based on the Results of Excavations in 2010-2018)’], Bosporskie chteniya:
Bospor Kimmerijskij i varvarskij mir v period antichnosti i srednevekov’ya.
Osnovnye itogi i perspektivy issledovanij (Kerch 2019) 272-283.

Z. V. Khanutina, V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Terrakotovye statuetki iz yugo-zapadnogo
uchastka nekropolya Kiteya” [“Terracotta Figurines from the Southwestern
Section of the Kytaion necropolis™], Vestnik RGGU. Literaturovedenie.
Yazykoznanie. Kul turologiya 2023: 1, 42—60.

A. V. Kravchenko, V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Zolotaya toporovidnaya podveska iz
pozdneantichnogo ritual’nogo kompleksa nekropolya Kiteya” [“Golden Ax-
Shaped Pendant from the Late Antique Ritual Complex of the Necropolis of
Kytaion™], Bosporskij fenomen: Bol shie i malye goroda Bosporskogo carstva:
kruglyj stol, posvyashchennyj 75-letiyu E. A. Moleva (1937-2021) (St Peters-
burg 2022) 241-247.

V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Investigation of Necropolis of Kytaion in 2014-2018”,
Hyperboreus 25: 1 (2019) 133-142.

V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Pozdneantichnye ritual nye yamy na yugo-zapadnom uchast-
ke nekropolya Kiteya” [“Late Antique Ritual Pits in the Southwestern Section
of the Necropolis of Kytaion], Drevnosti Bospora 25 (2020a) 407-425.

V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Novyj ritual’nyj kompleks na pozdneantichnom uchastke
nekropolya Kiteya” [“A New Ritual Complex at the Late Antique Site of the
Necropolis of Kytaion™], Bosporskij fenomen: Bosporskoe carstvo M. I. Ros-
toveeva (vzglyad iz XXI veka) (St Petersburg 2020b) 130-136.

N. V. Moleva, V. A. Khrshanovskiy, “Altari iz yugo-zapadnogo predmest’ya Kiteya”
[“Altars from the Southwestern Suburb of Kytaion™], Drevnosti Bospora 29
(2024) 336-350.

M. A. Simonova, “Pr’aslica i gruzila v pogrebal’no-pominal’nyh kompleksah IV
v. n. e. yugo-zapadnogo uchastka nekropolya Kiteya” [“Whorls and Sinkers in
Burial and Memorial Complexes of the 4 Century AD of the Southwestern
section of the Necropolis of Kytaion™], Bosporskij fenomen: Obshchee
i osobennoe v istoriko-kul turnom prostranstve antichnogo mira (St Petersburg
2018) 259-265.



Excavations of Kytaion’s Southwestern Suburb in 2019-2022 61

The article summarizes the results of the security and rescue works of the Kytaion
archaeological expedition of the Institute of Archaeology RAS in the area of coastal
erosion of the Bosporan city of Kytaion in 2019-2022. The study of this section has
been conducted since 2016 in two excavation areas — XLVI and XLVII. In
excavation area XLVI, in addition to the previously studied unearthed ritual and
memorial complexes, two more ritual pits nos. 389 and 393, the ritual complex
no. 400, and the grave without inventory no. 398 have been excavated. In accordance
with the formerly determined archaeological context, they are attributed to the
same Late Antique age — the 45 centuries AD. Besides 5 graves, more than
10 ritual pits and at least 2 ritual grounds with the remains of funeral feasts and
sacrifices and many primitive stone altar constructions were found in this excavation
area. The size of the unearthed complex allows us to presume that it was the
sanctuary combined with the necropolis. In the same years in excavation area
XLVII, the second ash hill no. 396 was found and one more pit no. 397 was
unearthed. After this discovery, all finds from the excavation area can be considered
to be offerings, linked to the rituals performed on the two ash hills and near the
ritual pits. As before, asynchronous material from the 4% century BC to the 15-3rd
centuries AD, along with many animal bones, was found in the excavation areas
XLVI and XLVIL

B craTthe mogBOASATCS HTOTH OXpaHHO-CIIacaTeNbHBIX paboT Kuteiickoii apxeoo-
rudeckoi skcnienuimu Mucruryra apxeonorun PAH B 30He GeperoBoii abpazun
IOT0-3alafHOTO TpenMecThsi Oocmopckoro ropoxa Kures B 2019-2022 romax.
C 2016 r. ucciaenoBaHue 3TOrO ydacTKa BeleTcs Ha AByX packomax — XLVI
n XLVII. Ha packone XLVI B nonoiaHeHNe K OTKPBITHIM U UCCIIEIOBAaHHBIM paHee
norpe0ajIbHBIM M TIOMHHAIBHBIM KOMIUIEKCaM, OBUIM pacKoIaHbl €lle JIBE PHUTY-
anpHbIe MBI NeNe 389 u 393, putyanbHblil komrieke Ne 400 n Ge3pIHBEHTapHOE
norpedenne Ne 398, oTHOCSIIMECS 110 yCTAaHOBIEHHOMY paHHEe apXe0JI0THIeCcKo-
My KOHTEKCTY K TOMY K€ IO3JHEaHTUYHOMY BpeMeHU — IV-V BB. H. 3. [lomumo
5 morwu1, 6ostee 10 )kepTBEHHBIX SIM M HE MEHEe 2 PUTYaIbHBIX TUIOIAJOK C OCTaT-
KaMHU TPU3H U )KEPTBOIPHUHOLICHUH B 3TOM packore ObUIM HalJIeHbl MHOTOUYHUC-
JICHHBIC IPUMHUTHBHBIC aNTapHbIE KOHCTPYKINU U3 KaMHel. Pasmeps! oTKpBITOTO
KOMIIJIEKCA [TO3BOJISIIOT TPEIIONIOKHUTh, YTO OH MPEACTaBIsET COOOW CBATHUIMLIE,
cosmemnieHHoe ¢ HekpomoneM. B XLVII packore B Te ske Toasl ObLT 00HApYKEH
BTOpOIi 3051bHUK, Ne 396 n 3adukcupoBana emle onHa ssMa — Ne 397. TTocne atoro
OTKPBITHA BCE HAXOAKH B PACKONE MOTYT PacCMaTpPUBATHCS KaK IPUHOIICHHS,
CBSI3aHHBIE C COBEPIIABIINMICS Ha 000MX 30JIbHBIX XOJIMax M BO3JIE PUTYaJIbHBIX
sM obpsimamu. Kax u panee, B packonax XLVI u XLVII Hapsimy ¢ MHOTOYHCIICH-
HBIMH KOCTSIMH >KMBOTHBIX BCTpEUaJICsl aCHHXPOHHBIH Marepuan IV B. 10 H. 3. —
I-III BB. H. 5.
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