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INVESTIGATIONS OF THE SITE OF
THE ANCIENT TOWN OF KALOS LIMEN.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
2019 AND EXCAVATIONS OF 2021-2022

Kalos Limen (“Beautiful Harbor””) was the name of the small ancient town
founded by Greek colonists on the shores of northwestern Crimea in the
first quarter of the 4 century BC.! The ancient town is located on the
rocky shore of Uzkaja Bay, protruding westward into Karkinitsky Bay
of the Black Sea. The necropolis of Kalos Limen is traditionally divided
into three groups of mounds, the largest of which is located to the east
and southeast of the town. The second group, lost to science as a result
of the residential development of the 1970s, was located on a cape south
of Beautiful Harbor. The third mound group follows the watershed to the
north of the town and ends with a rocky outcrop facing Uzkaya Bay.?

Starting at the end of the third quarter of the 4t century BC, Kalos Limen
was part of a powerful state centered in the ancient city of Chersonesos.
Its territory covered the lands along the western and northwestern Crimean
coast of the Black Sea.? As a result of the intensification of the Scythian
military onslaught in the middle of the 2"d century BC, Beautiful Harbor,
despite its strategic importance, was surrendered to enemies, along with
many other settlements in the Chersonesos chora. From that moment on,
with the exception of a short period (from the last decade of the 27 century
BC to the first half of the 15t century AD) of the town’s recapture by the
Chersonesians with the military support of Pontic king Mithridates VI
Eupator, a late Scythian settlement arose here that existed until the end of
the first half of the 2" century AD.*

I Smekalova—Kutajsov 2017 [T. H. Cmekaiosa, B. A. Kyraiicos, “Marepuais
K apxeonorumdeckoi kapre KpeiMma”, in: Apxeonoeuueckue amaacet Cegepnozo
Ipuyepnomopws, Buin. XVIII, m. 2], 248-249; Uzhentsev 2006 [B. b. Yxenues,
Onnunvt u sapsapei Ipexpacthoii 'asanu (Kanoc Jlumen 6 IV 6. 0o 1. 5. — 11 6. 1. 3.)], 4.

2 Smekalova—Kutajsov 2017, 248-256.

3 Shcheglov 1976a [A. H. Ilernos, [Tonuc u xopa), 14-26.

4 Uzhentsev 2006, 19-35.



Investigations of the Site of the Ancient Town of Kalos Limen 9

The history of the investigations of the site of the ancient town of
Kalos Limen, its necropolis, and the surrounding area spans more than
a century and a half,> albeit with interruptions. Despite the undeniable
merits of many researchers in the study of these archaeological sites,® the
scope for further research remains enormous.

In the 2019 season, the State Hermitage expedition began archaeo-
logical research on the territory of the ancient town of Kalos Limen, as
well as in the adjacent territory where the nearby chora and necropolis
of Beautiful Harbor are located. Extensive surveys were carried out: an
aerial photographic survey by means of a drone (Fig. 1), a 3D model,
and an orthophotomap (Fig. 2) were compiled, on the basis of which
a new topographic plan of the area was constructed. Together with
visual surveys involving the collection of surface finds and a description

5 Shmakov 1844 [A. U. llImakos, “TlupaMuaku U3 [JIMHBI, HAfiICHHBIC IPU
Axmeuetckolt Oyxrte”, in: 3amemxu Odecckoeo obwecmsa Ucmopuu u /[pesnocmul],
633-635; Shul’ts 1941 [II. H. Ilynen, “EBmaropuiickuii paion”, in: Apxeo-
noeuueckue uccrnedosanuss 6 PCOCP. 1934-1936 ce.], 265-277; Grinevich 1949
[K. 3. I'puneBny, “T'opomumie IIpekpacHas ['aBaHp B cBeTe HOBEWIIMX JaHHBIX ,
BIIH], 156—-162; Nalivkina 1957 [M. A. Hanukuna, “Packonku KepxkuHUTHIBI
n Kanoc Jlumena 1948-1952”, in: Hcmopus u apxeonozusi opesneco Kpwvimal,
264-281; Bernhard 1961, 3—10; Shcheglov 1967 [A. H. Illernos, “HccnenoBanue
cenbckoit okpyru Kanoc Jlumena”, Cogemckas apxeonozus], 234-256; Shcheglov
1976b [A. H. llernos, “XKwunoit mom smmaACcTHYecKoro Kanoc-Jlumena”, in: Xy-
000IceCmBen as Kynbmypa u apxeonocust anmuynozo mupa), 232-238; Uzhentsev
2006; Kutajsov 2011 [B. A. KyraiicoB, Kypeanuwiii nexponoas Kanoc Jlumenal,
Smekalova 2015 [T. H. Cmekanosa, “Ycaarba B Oyxte Berpenoii”, in: Aumuu-
Hble namamuuku Tapxankyma: AnebOom-Kamanoz My3euHbIX OIKCHOHAMO8 U3
¢onoos I'BYPK HAM3 “Kanoc Jlumen”], 141-142; Denisenko—Lantsov 2017
[[O. A. Hdenucenko, C. b. Jlannos, “KpaTtkuii 0030p MOIEBOTO apXeoI0rHIeCKOro
n3y4eHHs TeppuUTOpuu TapXaHKyTCKOTro MOJIYyOCTPOBA B 'PaHULAX COBPEMEHHOTO
Yepromopckoro pationa Pecyomuku Kpemvm™, in: Apxeonozusa Cesepo-3anadnozo
Kpvima. Mamepuanwr 111 Mexxcoynapoornou nayuno-npaxmuueckou KoHgepenyuu,
nocesuennou 20-nemuio cozoanus sanoeeonuxa “‘Kanoc Jlumen” u 30-nemuro
omkpuimui YepHomopckozo ucmopuxo-kpaegeoueckozo myses], 66—79; Kutajsov—
Smekalova 2017 [B. A. Kyraticos, T. H. CmexanoBa, “AHTHuYHas ycansba y cTeH
Kanoc Jlumena”, in: Apxeonoeus Cesepo-3anaonozo Kpvima. Mamepuanet 111 Meicoy-
HAapOOHOU HAYYHO-NPAKMUYECKOU KOHpeperyuu, nocesaujenrot 20-1emuto co30anust
sanoseonuxa “Kanoc Jlumen” u 30-nemuto omxpuimuii Yepnomopcko2o ucmopuxo-
Kpaesedueckoeo myses], 92—101, and others.

¢ 1 would especially like to note the contribution of the prematurely deceased,
well-known Crimean archaeologist V. A. Kutaisov and his student and colleague
V. B. Uzhentsev.
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Fig. 1. Aerial photographic survey by means of a drone. Kalos Limen,
2019.
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Fig. 2. Fragment of the orthophoto map of Kalos Limen.
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of the current state of the town, necropolis, and chora, this formed the
basis for planning measures to ensure the preservation of archaeological
sites. Determining the boundaries of the cultural layers of the ancient
town of Kalos Limen as a result of comprehensive research, clarifying
the boundaries of old excavations for drawing up a general plan, and
mapping the mounds in the necropolis are important results of the season
that contribute to solving a number of scientific and rescue tasks. In
addition, a number of remarkable finds were made dating back to the
4th century BC — 27 century AD (Fig. 3), as well as to the period of the
Great Patriotic War.

Fig. 3. Fragmented pot with a repair in the form of a lead bracket
in place of the broken handle, from the 2n century BC to
the 2 century AD (no. KL-2019.34-1).

Based on the results of the surveys described above, which showed
the scientific promise of the site, a new excavation with a total area of
100 square meters was laid out in 2021 in the south of Kalos Limen. The
main aim of the work was to conduct excavations in a barely studied part
of the ancient town — directly in its residential sector, near the defensive
line. Undoubtedly, the discovery of a large multi-component residential
complex that existed with traceable alterations from the first quarter of the
4t century BC to the first third of the 3 century BC can be considered
a great success (Fig. 4). In 2022, the excavation of the complex was
continued from the west, on an extension of 50 square meters.
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1. Structures of the First to Early Third Quarter of
the 4t Century BC (Stratigraphic Horizon A7)

The earliest period in which the residential complex functioned was dis-
covered in the southwest of square no. 2 (Fig. 4). Here, we traced ma-
sonry no. 4 and the first construction horizon of masonry no. 6 form the
southeastern corner of room no. 1 and the northeastern corner of room
no. 3 at the first stage that we traced of their construction. Also, it is quite
possible that the fragmented masonry no. 10 and no. 11 in the southeast of
square no. 6 can be attributed to this period. None of the listed walls have
been fully explored; in part, they lie deeper than the level opened in the
2021-2022 seasons.

It is worth noting some finds from the upper layers of the ash dump (in
the east of the excavation), which was probably formed as a result of the
destruction of the complex after the first stage of its existence. Discovered
there were some remarkable finds from the 4th century BC: three fragments
of vessels with stamped ornament and graffiti (Fig. 5. 1-3).

2. Structures of the End of the Third Quarter of
the 4h Century BC to the First Third of the 37 Century BC
(Stratigraphic Horizons B1-38)

Room no. 1 (Fig. 4) within the large residential complex was rebuilt at the
end of the third quarter of the 4" century BC and existed with alterations
until the first third of the 3% century BC. The southeastern corner of the
room under consideration has not been preserved. The room’s area is
5.2 square meters. The room is bounded on the north by masonry no. 2,
separating it from the courtyard. The threshold of the doorway leading to the
courtyard has been preserved. Masonry no. 2 continues beyond the borders
of room no. 1 to the west and east. The section of masonry no. 2 from the
northeastern corner of room no. 1 to drain no. 1, which ends the wall from
the east, can be considered as belonging to the next construction period.
Only the northern part remains of room no. 3 to the south of room
no. 1. To the west of room no. 1 was room no. 2 (Fig. 4). On the north,
the room was separated from the courtyard by wall no. 2 with a revealed
threshold. In the northwestern part of the room, two ovens were discovered.
The ovens are oriented at right angles to each other. Unfortunately, the

7 Uzhentsev 2006, 21-23.
8 Ugzhentsev 2006, 23-27.
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/ Fig. 5. Fragments of vessels with
graffiti from the 4 century BC:
N | 1 — indecipherable signs (no. KL-2021.34-
da 2); 2 — B(- -) (no. KL-2021.34-4); 3 — [- -]
- | ai(- -) (no. KL-2021.60-6); 4 — Hp(- -)

- t (no. KL-2021.40-3).

southwestern corner of the room has not been preserved due to a modern
trench on square no. 6. There is also an assumption that the southwestern
corner of the room did not exist and that the ovens could be approached
from the outside. The total open area of the room is 7.8 square meters.
There the Chersonesos fabricant stamp XE (Fig. 6. 1) was found in the
destruction layer inside room no. 2 above pavement no. 3, which covered
the floor. A similar stamp was found in combination with the names of the
astynomos Aeschines® and Choreios,!? belonging to group I-B according

9 Brashinsky1980 [W. b. Bpaumnckuii, I peueckuil kepamuieckuti umMnopm na
Huoicnem Jlony ¢ 5-3 66. 0o 1. 2.], no. 760.

10 Monakhov 1999 [C. ¥O. Monaxos, I peueckue amghopul ¢ Ilpuueprnomopoe:
Komnexcwl kepamuyeckou mapel VII-II 68. 0o H. 3.], 489.
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to the classification of V. I. Katz, and dates back to 304-295 BC.!! As we
shall see, the date coincides with the period of use of the latest stamp from
the backfill of pit no. 2/2021.

The residential complex with pavement no. 1 (Fig. 4) had a courtyard,
north of wall no. 2. The courtyard area was discovered to have an area
of about 16.5 square meters. The pavement is covered with masonry
no. 8 of the late Scythian period and is damaged in its western part. Pit
no. 2/2021 is lower than the level of pavement no. 1, reaches a depth
of 1.93 m, and is pear-shaped in cross-section. Numerous finds were
discovered in the context, including the bones of a young wild boar. Of
particular note are the finds of stamped material: a fragment of a handle
of an amphora with an unclear stamp (Fig. 6. 3), a fragment of a handle
of a Chersonesos amphora (Fig. 6. 2) with a broken stamp, presumably of
the astynomos Philippos,!? which belongs to group I-B according to the
classification of V. I. Katz — 304-295 BC,'? and a fragment of the neck
and handle of a Chersonesos amphora (Fig. 6. 4) with the stamp of the
astynomos Telamon,!* belonging to group 1-B according to V. 1. Katz —
316-305 BC.15

In the northwestern part of square no. 1, pavement no. 2 was identi-
fied. It has been partially preserved over an area of 2.8 square meters.
Probably its construction belongs to the same period as pavement no. 1.
Pavement no. 2 was dismantled due to its fragmentary preservation
and to enable the subsequent study of the underlying ash layers. When
removing the pavement, a Chersonesos coin was found. On its obverse on
the right is a quadriga; a woman with a torch stands in the chariot. On the
reverse: a naked kneeling warrior with a shield and a spear to the left. This
numismatic find dates back to 350-330 BC.1¢

Structure no. 1/2021 is a dugout, or, more likely, a utility reservoir
(Fig. 4). The presence of drain no. 1 above this reservoir and emptying
directly into it, testifies in favor of the latter version. The complex was

11 Katz 2007 [B. U. Kam, “T'peueckue kepaMuieckue KieiiMa SIOXH KIIACCUKU
1 3JUTMHH3MA (OTIBIT KOMIUIEKCHOTO M3y4deHus)”, in: bocnopckue uccredosanus),
442. Appendix X.

12 Monakhov 1999, Tab. 216. 2.

13 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

14 Katz 1994 [B. U. Kau, Kepamuueckue xneima Xepconeca Taspuueckozo.
Kamanoe-onpeoenumens], Tab. XCVII no. 1-118.1-3.

15 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

16- Anokhin 1977 [B. A. Auoxun, Monemnoe deno Xepcoueca, IV 6. 00 H. 3. —
XII u. 5.], 136 no. 35, 36.
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Fig. 6. Finds from the excavations of the Hellenistic complex. Stamps:
1 — Zte(- -) retrograde, 304—295 BC (no. KL-2021.75-16); 2 — ®1[- -], 304—
295 BC (no. KL-2021.56-14); 3 — indecipherable stamp (no. KL-2021.56-
13); 4 —Tel[opdvog] | do[tuvopov], 316305 BC (no. KL-2021.56-141);
5 —[- -]vog | dotuvopov (no. KL-2021.23-9). 6 — fragment of glass vessel,
from the turn of the 4t to the 3 century BC (no. KL-2021.65-1).
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explored in the south of squares 1 and 2 and goes into the southern side
of the excavation. The diameter of the round pit is 7.11 m, and the depth
reaches 0.85 m. The difference in altitude in the relief before the start of
work in this place reached 1.08 m. The extensive depression was actively
used as a garbage dump, starting from the late Scythian period of the
existence of Kalos Limen and ending in the present day. One of the most
memorable finds of the season, originating from the mixed layers of this
complex, can be called a fragment of a glass vessel (Fig. 6. 6) from the turn
of the 4th—3rd centuries BC,!7 a rare import from the Eastern Mediterranean
or Italy in this region.

The bottom of the complex was covered with brown loam with the
inclusion of ceramic material from the 4% century BC. Apparently, this
layer was the only one formed as a result of the direct use of the reservoir.
Among other finds, a handle of a Chersonesos amphora was found here
with a broken stamp (Fig. 6. 5), presumably belonging to the astynomos
Pasion'® of group I-B, according to the classification of V. I. Katz —
316-305 BC." In addition, worth noting is the find of a fragment of
a kantharos? from the second half of the 4% century BC with graffito FPat
the upper attachment of the handle (Fig. 5. 4).

In conclusion, three seasons of work by the State Hermitage expedition
at Kalos Limen have achieved significant scientific results. Extensive
archaeological surveys and excavations were carried out, uncovering
a Hellenistic residential complex. The discovered constructions from
the residential structure are as follows: three living rooms, two ovens,
a courtyard with stone pavement and a pit, a stone pavement, two building
masonries that separated the courtyard from the other constructions, and
half of a dugout, or most probably, a reservoir for household needs.

Anna Eremeeva
State Hermitage Museum (2013-2023);
Montenegro (2024)

a.eremeeva2014@yandex.ru

17 Zhizhina—Khodza 2010 [H. K. Xwxkuna, E. H. Xoxa3a (pex.), Cmexasnnas
Geepus. Anmuunoe cmexno 6 Ipmumadsice. Kamanoe evicmasxu], 42 no. 7.

18 Katz 1994. Table XXXIX. no. 1-93.5-8.

19 Katz 2007, 442. Appendix X.

20 Sparkes—Talcott 1970, 287 P1. 29 Cat. 712.
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In 2019, the archaeological mission of the State Hermitage Museum carried out an
extensive archaeological survey on the site of the ancient town of Kalos Limen and
on its necropolis and chora. As a result of the survey, excavations were conducted at
Kalos Limen during the seasons of 2021-2022. These excavations led to the
discovery of a large residential complex, which existed with some modifications
from the early 4% century BC to the first third of the 3 century BC. The residential
structure was destroyed in the first third of the 3t century BC, which should be
associated with the nomads’ attack at the chora of Chersonesos. The ruins of the
residential structure apparently have never been restored. Partly it was turned into
a dump in antiquity.

B 2019 rony cuinamu sxcrienuumu ['ocyaapcTBeHHOro DpMuTaxa ObLIH MPOBEICHBI
MaciTaOHbIe apXeoJIorniecKie pa3seaku Ha ropoauiie Kaxoc JInmen, a taxoke ero
Hekponone n Onusneskanield xope. [lo pesymsraram pasBenok, B ce3onax 2021-
2022 rr. Ha ropoxute Kanoc JlmMeH mpon3BeneHbl pacKONKH, Pe3yIbTaToM KOTO-
PBIX CTaJo0 OOHAapyXEHHE KPYIHOIO >XHMJIOTO KOMIUIEKCA, HMPOCYIIECTBOBABIIEIO
C HEKOTOPBIMU IEpECTPONKaMU C NepBoi 4eTBepTy IV B. 10 H. 3. 10 NEpBOH TpETH
I B. 10 H. 3. DIIMHUCTUYECKHUHN JKUII0H KOMIUTEKC, CY/Is 110 KIIeHMeHOMY aM(OpHOMY
Marepuaiy, norubdaet B mepBoit Tpetu III B. 710 H. 3., UTO CBA3aHO ¢ HANIAJCHUEM HO-
MaJIoB Ha Xopy XepcoHeca TaBpuueckoro. PyHHBI )KHAI0Tr0 KOMITIEKCa, HO-BHIUMO-
MY, He OBUTH BOCCTaHOBJICHBI, 4aCTh €r0 IPEBPATHIIACh B CBAJIKY €IIE B IPEBHOCTH.
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